


y . 

; v. 




:}** 


; i i. > t h R V [ fe.-:',;, . 


XVenute »f 3&at’afl|a 

* 

Poona Residency . Correspondence 

Volume 5 

* 

Nagpur' Affairs 
1781-1820 


' t ASTFA V 


ARY 


Edited by 

Y. M. KALE, B.A., LL.B., 

Author of the History oj Dcrar, History of Nagpur, . 


BOMBAY 

PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL- PRESS 

. - 1*8 , vV "- 


• ' .-.V ■ r' f 


... fA 

r *-i - f'f; ft- -'** 


-v ff 'V • 4 . 


' 1 V- ' . 


••a.. 



r ’*SF£V 

V * 

‘ \ r. - \ l : *?■ V ' 

•• • > 

• j v-.r 

.'3* A 

.*» 



-#£ : V 

v ’ *; 



• 3* . r > 

* " -• A 





r ■ ‘ '.\r 

V,'* Y 

rx<: r '> % \,xp: 




•i , ' J: ' ■ ' 

■ f * ' : - • . 

. ‘ '‘vY. 

■''4? ■■ 

■.-••-Jr* ??», 

■ *«-. , ,S-V -■■■ 

* ' ft ■■ 

■ > 


Ufe'- 

' ' VpV 

iW* 


SJ •'■ 






i 


! 

h 






CONTENTS 


*♦ 



CONTENTS. 

Pages 

Foreword by the General Editor 

i 

Introduction 

vii 

Letters Alphabetically arranged 

xxi 

List of Governors General 

xxvii 

Important dates 

xxix 

Correspondence 

1-474 

Section 1 — Beginning of closer relations with the 
"... British 

I 

Section 2 — Treaty of Deogaon and after (1804-1805)- 

101 

Section 3 — Restoration of Sambalpur and Patna 
, (1806-1808) -- 

141 

Section A — Joint campaign against Meer Khan (1809- 
1810) 

213 

Section 5 — Bhopal and Garhakota (1810-1814) 

269 

Section 6 — The Pindari inroads into Nagpur 

territory 

347 

Section 7 — Renewed attempts for a subsidiary alliance 
with Nagpur and their ultimate success 

(1809-1816) 

411 

Section 8 — Appa Saheb (1817-1818) 

447 

Index .. » . . « .. .# 

475 

Illustrations — 

© 

Portrait of Sir Richard Jenkins 

Frontispiece 

Map of Nagpur territory . .. ■ 

To face p. 1 







FOREWORD. 



The Maratha principality of Nagpur came into existence 
independently of the Peshwa and in direct opposition to him. 
Its founder, unlike the Brahman Peshwa, was a Maratha by 
caste and claimed kinship with the House of Shivaji through 
a younger branch of the same Bhonsle family. From the j 
inception of this State its attitude to the Peshwas was one of l 
violent non-co-operation. In the war and diplomacy of the 
Maratha empire, the Bhonsle of Nagpur was for long always 
found ranged on the side of the enemies of the Peshwa. .There 
were manyscases of open warfare between these two Powers, 
besides usurpation of each other’s jagirs. The Peshwa Balaji II 
and the first Rajah Raghuji Bhonsle had personally fought against 
each other in Bengal in 1743. While Sindhia, Gaikwad and 
Holkar shed their blood on the field of Panipat, not a single 
soldier from Nagpur took part in that national struggle with 
the corafnon enemy of Maratha hegemony. On the contrary, 
the Nizam could count upon a Nagpur contingent’s co-operation 
in every campaign against the Peshwa. 

This state of chronic antagonism lasted so long as there 
was any vigour left in the royal house of Nagpur, and if the 
Bhonsle became complaisant to the general policy of the Poona 
Court after 1 770, he never rendered any active or useful support 
to the latter. Thus, the independent State of Nagpur acted as 
a source of weakness to the general cause of the Maratha 
nation. The political insight of Warren Hastings at once : 
perceived this fact, and he thrust himself into this line of 
cleavage. He neutralised the Bhonsle with a bribe during the 
First Maratha War, and thus every anti-British pact hatched at 
Poona or Haidarabad was betrayed to him by his ally at Nagpur. 
As the Governor General wrote in 1784: 

“ The Booslah family, possessing a constitutional claim to 
the sovereignty, a more ascertained right p| : separate dominion, 
and but a scanty revenue, stand in awe or-the superior state 
(i.e., the Peshwa) and of every member of it around them, 
occasionally uniting their interest with each other, but principally 
with Nizam Ally Cawn, whose territory lies intermixed with 
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theirs, and who is no less an object of their apprehensions. 
Their connection with the Government of Bengal, which 
originated in advances made by Shabajee Boosla in the year 
1 773, . was continued with his successor Moodajee, and has 
subsisted undisturbed to this time. The interest which they 
felt in it was manifested by many substantial and uncommon 
instances of kindness.” (W. H.’s Memoirs relative to the state 
of India, Forrest, ii. 52.) 


But the State of Nagpur was really a phantom of power. 
Its revenue was deplorably small and precarious ; its army was 
second rate in number and fighting capacity; its undefined 
frontiers impinged upon several powerful States whom it was 
most unsafe to provoke ; and within its borders there were many 
unsubdued tribes and semi-independent principalities of olden 
days ; its ruling caste of Marathas was far inferior in intellectual 
power to the Brahman P eshwas and their counsellors and 
geneials of the same brainy caste. Above all, the royal house 
of Nagpur, like that of Shivaji, began very early to be torn 
by internal dissensions among its members for the supreme 
control of the State. Moral decay set in in this dynasty, and 
from 1 773 onwards it merely dragged on a benumbed existence, 
powerless for good, incapable of progress, incapable even of 
self-defence, and, like the Scottish landlords during the Jacobite 
risings, anxious only to prevent the estate from going out of 
the family ”. 


The dread which the Bhonsle Rajah of Nagpur had excited 
among his neighbours m the early days was solely due to his 
power or mischief. The enormously extended southern 
ontier o ritish Bengal from Mirzapur to Jalesar would have 
required half a million men in arms ever on the alert, if it was 

° a 6 p ^ e j 6 • ® ffectuaIIy a § a i nst the myriads of light horsemen 
an m an ooters that a word from Nagpur could have 

i °° Se ° n an y Point of it And such a break-through, however 
in 1 Tli , ec tive in its military effect, would have done 
it? 11 3 up oss ;-t° the economic life and settled order of the 
them districts of Bengal, Bihar and Allahabad, as Warren 

1781 g /p C ^ C ' US1 0 Vely P rove d in his despatch dated 30 April 
• (Forresty State Papers,: London ed., ii. 259.) V 
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During the English wars with the French and Hyder Ali 
in the Carnatic, reinforcements from Bengal could reach Madras 
and return thence most quickly and conveniently overland 
through the Bhonsle province of Orissa. Hence, the British 
authorities from the days of Vansittart to those of Cornwallis 
were anxious to buy that province for cash or exchange of 
territory or even to take a lease of it. But the Nagpur 
Government would never consent to part with this territory. 

There was a second cause of friction between them. By the 
treaty of June 1751, Alivardi Khan, the Nawab of Bengal, 
had ceded Orissa to the Rajah of Nagpur and bound himself 
to pay an annual tribute of 12 lakhs of Rupees as Chauth for 
Bengal,, in return for the Rajah’s agreeing not to raid Bengal 
in future. The English, as the keepers of the puppet Nawabs 
of Bengal after Plassey, actually paid this tribute for a few 
years. During their war with Nawab Mir Qasim (1763) they 
offered to stand security for the Chauth if the Nagpur Rajah 
denied that ex-Nawab help or asylum in his dominions. The 
Rajah did his part of the contract, but when the danger blew 
,over, the East India Company did not keep their promise and 
the Chauth due from Bengal was discontinued for ever after 
their acquisition of the Diwani from the Emperor in 1765. 
The long and fruitless negotiation for this money, with the 
many changes of mood in the rulers of Nagpur and the varied 
policy of the different Maratha governors of Orissa from 1759 to 
1772, especially the pranks of Shiva Bhatta Sathe (the “ Sebut ” 
of the English records), — can be read in the Calendar of Persian 
Correspondence and have been summarised in my Bihar and 
Orissa during the Fall of the Mughal Empire, pp. 1 16-123. 

But the English Government was really in need of the 
friendship of the Nagpur Rajah. First, during Warren 
Hastings’s rule it was imperatively necessary to safeguard the ; 
southern frontier of Bengal from predatory incursions and > 
also to secure the smooth passage of troops and supply of ' 
provisions from Bengal through Cuttack to the Carnatic. In 
both these objects he succeeded. In 1780, when Hyder Ali 
burst upon the Madras plains sweeping everything before him, 
an anti-British alliance was formed with him, by- the Peshwa 

Mo-iir Bk-Ca l— bo v. •- • / 1 


IV 


and the Nizam. Mudhaji the Rajah of Nagpur was instructed 
by the Peshwa to send an army under his son Chimnaji to 
invade Bengal through Cuttack and thus prevent aid from 
being sent to Madras. Hastings rendered the plot abortive. 
As he writes, “ In the month of October I secretly furnished 
him (Chimnaji) with three lakhs of Rupees to relieve the 
pressing wants of his army, and gave him expectations of a larger 
supply, if Moodajee issued orders either for the junction of 
the army under Chimnajee with ours (in Sir Eyre Coote’s 
campaign against Hyder Ali) or its recall (from Orissa to 
Nagpur)”*. David Anderson was deputed from Calcutta as 

“our special minister to Rajah Chimnajee Bhosi|a now in 

the province of Cuttack ” by a letter dated 14th January 1781. 


The success of this golden diplomacy was immediate and 
complete. The needy Chimnaji Bhonsle secretly informed 
Hastings of the directions received from Poona and assured 
him that he was going to circumvent them by marching at 
a snail slow pace from Nagpur to Cuttack, and that instead 
of making then an immediate dash into Bengal, he would engage 
3 an< ^ harassing campaign against the Rajah of 

Dhenkanel, so that Bengal would enjoy a long respite. In 
the meantime, a Bengal force under Colonel T. D. Pearse 
marc ed through Orissa to the Carnatic, receiving every 
assistance and a profusion of supplies from Chimnaji’s agents 
throughout the province. Hastings could point with justifiable 
pn e to the liberal manner in which Chimnaji has acted to 
o one earse, of which the Colonel writes his testimony.” 
rom t e military point of view no less than the economic, 
\ IS ^ neutrality of Chimnaji was purchased rather 

f takhs of Rupees, namely three lakhs furnished 

° lmnaji m October 1780 and 13 lakhs advanced as a “ loan 

0 his envoy Raja Ram Pundit at Calcutta on 2nd April 1781. 

£T-’- rm ^fH* s * n tke P ursu it of his policy of the encirclement 

1 PU ^ tan > wanted to rope in the Rajah of Nagpur, though 

HaZ 7^ ° f the real weaknes s of that State. As Warren 

policy ^f th Rk teC V n - object of the temporizing 

— e honsle is to o btain the acknowledgment of the 

, Despatch, 28th February 1781. 
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claim of the Government of Berar to the Chaut of Bengal.” 

The Governor General had openly repudiated the Maratha 
claim to Chauth from Bengal and Bihar, and a regular alliance 
between these two Powers never took place. But in pursuance 
'/ of Cornwallis’s policy of friendship, a British Resident was 
sent to Nagpur, at first temporarily and made permanent there 
only in Wellesley’s time. 

It was only in consequence of the general revulsion of feeling 
among the Maratha potentates at the Peshwa’s acceptance of 
British paramountcy by the treaty of Bassein (December 1802) 
that Raghuji Bhonsle II of Nagpur was at last induced by 
Daulat Rao Sindhia to rise against the English, though it was 
against his better judgment and the true interests of his State. 

The result was the disaster of Argaon and the loss of his richest 
provinces, — Berar (for its fertility, as cotton was of little value 
before the modern age of mechanical transport and vast foreign 
exportation) and Orissa (for the pilgrim tax at Jagannath Puri). 
Busawan Lai, the Hindu biographer of Amir Khan (the founder 
of the Tonk State) says that the Berar Rajah contrived to keep 
_ himself aloof from his ostensible ally Daulat Rao Sindhia as ^ ^ 
long as he could and gave him no help in the campaign of Assaye, 
so that Daulat Rao retaliated by leaving Raghuji in the lurch 
at the battle of Argaon ! From the date of this battle the history 
of the House of Nagpur loses all political significance. But 
the administration, usages, economic condition, folklore, etc., 
of the province during the century of Maratha rule, must possess 
an abiding interest for Indian readers. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


. The Marathi sources for the history of the Bhonsle kingdom 
of Nagpur are rather unsatisfactory and meagre. In contrast 
with the wealth of contemporary dispatches and other state 
papers that we possess for each of the Peshwas, the Marathi 
records relating to the Bhonsles discovered in the Peshwas’ 
Daftar come to only a single volume of 304 short letters, ( The 
Bhonsles of Nagpur, being volume 20 of the Selections from the 
Peshwas' Daftar series) and a few more letters scattered through 
some other volumes of that series (such as No. 17). The 
official archives of the • Bhonsle Government perished in 
the fire which destroyed their palace. In 1 822, under orders 
of Mr. R. Jenkins, Kashirao Rajeshwar Gupte composed his 
Nagpurkar Bhonslyanchi Bashar, printed by K. N. Sane in 
1885*. But it is, in most parts of it, “ a mere gossipy traditional 
work ”, as Sir Jadunath Sarkar has rightly remarked. The 
historical letters recovered from the leading families of Nagpur 
were published under the editorship of V. D. Oak in 1889 as 
Nagpurkar Bhonsalyanchya Sambandhache Kagadpatra. These 
letters with several others have been reprinted in a revised and 
corrected edition by Sardesai, Kulkarni and Kale ( Aitihasik 
Patravyavahar, 1932). Some Nagpur letters are also to be 
found in V. K. Rajwade’s Sadhanen, volume' 3. 

But from 1788 when the first regular British representative 
arrived at Nagpur, we begin to receive abundance of light on the 
Bhonsle State and its affairs from British despatches, and thus 
the English records come to our rescue just where the 
Maratha sources fail us completely. The present volume is an 
attempt to collect these valuable historical materials together 
in a complete and properly arranged form. 

The first British Resident, properly so called, was posted 
to the Court of Nagpur in January 1788, but the line of 
permanent Residents began only in January 1804 after the 
treaty of Deogaoh. In the intervening sixteen years there 
were long periods when the . British Government had no 
accredited representative with the Bhonsles. Before 1788 
special embassies had occasionally been sent by the British 

f Recently reprinted by the Nagpur Research Society. 
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Government, mostly 'during the First Maratha War in order 
to persuade the Nagpur Rajah to side against the Peshwa ‘in 
these hostilities, or at least to maintain a friendly neutrality 
towards the British Power. Some of the early English visitors 
to the Nagpur territory were not ambassadors, but mere travellers 
or explorers, like T. Motte who was sent by Lord Clive to report 
on the diamond mines said to exist in Sambalpur. (His report* 
has been published in full in the Asiatic Annual Register, vol. I, 
1799). David Anderson’s short but successful embassy to 
Chimnaji Bhonsle’s camp in Orissa is described in Hastings’s 
minutes (Forrest, London ed., vol. ii). Other English officers 
of this class are included in a small volume published by the 
Central Provinces Government in 1924 under the title of 
“ The Early European T ravellers in the Nagpur T erritories." C. U. 
Wills’s collection of records, “ British Relations with the Nagpur 
State in the 18th century ” (Nagpur Government Press, 1926) is 
indispensable for the study of this early period (i.e., before 
1788), as also are the Calendars of Persian Correspondence (5 
volumes, covering 1759-1780), Forrest’s Selections from Papers 
in the Foreign Department, 1772-1785, in 3 volumes (Calcutta), 
and W. Hastings’s Memoir and Minutes included in Forrest’s 
London edition of Selections from the same Governor-General’s 
State papers, volume ii. 

The records included in the present volume reveal to us 
some of the principal characteristics of the British statesmen, 
which made them superior to their Indian competitors in every 
respect. Their wider outlook, accurate observation of men 
and matters, their zeal and devotion to their country’s cause, 
their superior sense of discipline and selflessness can be amply 
seen from these pages. While authorising Malet to make 
liberal presents in money to any of the Ministers (of the 
Maratha Court) who could give a decisive assistance in 
forwarding the accomplishment of the object,’ Lord Cornwallis 
hesitates even to relax the orders against receiving presents 

^ j 6 C ° mpany s servan *s. On the other hand, British gold 
ma e even the Sena Sahib Subah of Berar go against the national 
cause m the First Maratha War, as we have seen above. 
a P man ’ olebrooke, Forster a nd Collins are given detailed 

* See also Wills' “ Nagpur in the 18th Century ” Chapter III. 
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and definite instructions for the conduct of British negotiations 
with Nagpur, which they carry out strictly within these bounds. 

(Nos. 1, 7, 18,33). 

The low morals to which even high Indians were then reduced 
made it very easy for the British to use their spy system to the 
greatest advantage. The Marathas, on the 'other hand, never 
got any clue to the secrets of the British. 

The system of reproducing almost word for word important 
interviews by the British Residents and their munshis with the 
Indian princes and their ministers, is so well carried out in their 
despatches that we almost feel that we are witnessing them 
ourselves. 

Warren Hastings, Cornwallis, the Wellesley brothers, 
Elphinstone and Jenkins present a striking contrast to Mudhoji 
and Raghuji Bhonsle and their courtiers in almost every quality 
that makes a statesman or a man of action. The short-sighted 
policy followed by the Indian chiefs, contrasts most painfully 
with the prudent and wider outlook of the British leaders, as 
these pages demonstrate. 

These records also illustrate how the Indian princes and 
statesmen in that age were completely ignorant of current 
European politics. Their knowledge of men and events was 
confined to India, and did not extend even to the whole of India. 
British Residents occasionally made mention of some events 
in Europe which were favourable to the British cause, in order 
to influence the Indian chiefs in favour of the British, but these 
chiefs took only a languid and superficial interest in these things, 
in which they had no intellectual curiosity. 

The present volume of records ends with Appasaheb’s 
accession, the conclusion of a subsidiary treaty with the 
British in 1816, his rupture with the British, his arrest and 
escape. The events of the attack on the British Residency, 
the battles of Sitabaldi and Nagpur, the surrender of Appasaheb 
and his reinstatement, the approach of Bajirao Peshwa towards 
Na gpur, the seizure of Appasaheb’s person by the British, his 
flight from captivity (1818 A.D.) and miserable end (1840) 
and the annexation of Nagpur in 1854 are matters which are 
the subject of numerous books and pamphlets already available 
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in print. A few letters, however, relating to the escape of 
Appasaheb and his close search are printed in this 
volume. 

The following summary of events will help the reader in 
making his way through the correspondence printed in this 
volume. 

British Relations with Nagpur, 1781—1802. 

British relations with the State of Nagpur began with the 
attempts of Janoji Bhonsle to recover the Maratha chauth 
from the Nawab of Bengal according to the treaty of 1751. The 
English having gained complete ascendancy in Bengal in 1765 
when they secured the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, 
Janoji made several vain attempts to secure the arrears of 
chauth through the British Governor. The province of 
Orissa or Cuttack was under the rule of the Bhonsle, and the 
British tried to secure that province in order to connect their 
possessions in Bengal with those in the Madras Presidency. The 
negotiations between Lord Clive and Janoji through their 
respective vakeels revealed that the British would not exert 
their influence in the matter of the payment of the chauth 
unless Janoji ceded to them the province of Orissa, either 
permanently or on lease. Both parties, however, were firm 
in their terms, and in the end each saw that it was useless to 
press its demands on the other. 

These negotiations and the proximity of- the possessions of 
both parties, however, brought the two States closer to each 
other. The Bhonsle s vakeels resided in Calcutta and British 
ambassadors freely visited Nagpur as necessity arose. 

Lord Cornwallis, after his arrival in India (September 1 786), 
foresaw that a rupture with Tipu was inevitable and secured 
the permission of the Company to form a defensive alliance 
with the Maratha Chiefs and the Nizam. To secure this end 
he deputed Mr. George Forster, a Madras civilian, to the ' 
. ourt ° Nagpur about the end of October 1 787, with instruc- 
tions to make definite proposals of a mutual defensive alliance 
m the event of a rupture with Tipu. (No. 2). 
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Forster arrived at Nagpur on 15th January 1788 and remained 
there till 10 February 1789. A report* by him on the weak 
condition of the Bhonsle’s government and the absence of any 
immediate necessity for the conclusion of the alliance led the 
Governor- General to recall Mr. Forster. 

Raghuji was invited to Poona by the Peshwa’s Minister Nana 
Fadnavis, in order to take concerted action against Tipu, and 
he was in Poona from 23 March to 7 May 1789. Malet, the 
Poona Resident, was instructed to show special attention to 
Raghuji and to see if it would be possible to induce Raghuji 
to cede the province of Cuttack to the British with the consent 
of the Poona Darbar. (No. 6.) 

The long contemplated alliance between the British, the 
Nizam and the Peshwa’s Darbar against Tipu, was eventually 
ratified on 1st June 1790 at Poona. The necessity of sending 
the Bengal troops through Cuttack again arose. Mr. Forster 
was again deputed to Nagpur by Lord Cornwallis. He was asked 
to go via Cuttack and stay there till the Bengal detachment 
under Colonel Cockerell had passed through Cuttack, and 
then only to repair to Nagpur. A letter of apology for not 
i securing the previous permission of the Bhunsle to the passing 
of the British troops through his territory was also sent to 
Raghuji, coupled with an invitation to him to join the alliance 
against Tipu. (Nos. 7, 8.) 

Forster left Cuttack after accomplishing his object there 
and arrived at Nagpur on 3rd January 1791. He had, however, 
caught a violent cold and fever on the way and died at Nagpur 
only two days after his arrival. (No. 10.) 

His remains lie buried in that city. 

Forster’s report to the Governor-General during his first 
embassy had disclosed the military weakness of the Nagpur 
State. The successful termination of the war with Tipu with 
the help of the Nizam and the Poona Government left no 
immediate object to be gained by placating the Nagpur Raja. 
But in 1 799, Lord Mornington (afterward Marquis Wellesley) 


* Sec Wills’ Nagpur in the 18lh century, Chapt. VI. 



started his vigorous policy of introducing the subsidiary system 
into the Indian states. The weaker states readily entered 
into such treaties one after another, Mysore in 1799, 
the Nabob of Oudh in 1801, and the Gaikwad in 1802. 
In pursuance of this policy Wellesley sent Kirkpatrick to 
Hyderabad and Henry Thomas Colebrooke to Nagpur to 
negotiate defensive alliances against Daulatrao Sindhia, whose 
designs the Governor-General had reason to apprehend and 
whose military power had alarmed him. (Nos. 18, 20.) The 
Nizam entered into a subordinate alliance with the British and 
accepted a subsidiary force in 1 800. Colebrooke who remained 
in Nagpur from 1799 to 1801, although sanguine at first, saw 
clearly at last that nothing but immediate danger would induce 
the Nagpur Rajah to accept a subsidiary force or to agree to 
the tei ms of a defensive alliance with the British. He was 
therefore recalled and returned to Calcutta in May 1801. 


The Events of 1802 and 1803. 


The attack of Yashwantrao Holkar on Poona, the flight of 
Bajirao to Bassein, the attempts of the ministers at Poona to 
set up Vinayakrao, the son of Bajirao s brother Amritrao, as 
Peshwa and the treaty of Bassein (31 December, 1802) made 
• by Bajirao admitting a British subsidiary force, took place in 
rapid succession and gave a rude shock to the Maratha 
confederacy. In spite . of the assurances given by the British 
authorities to Sindhia, Bhonsle and Holkar that their 
independence was in no way jeopardised by the treaty of Bassein, 
these Maratha Powers suspected, perhaps rightly, that the 
reduction of the Peshwa to whom they looked up as the head of 

R V a C ° n ederacy to a P os idon of subordination to the 
British Government, would be a death-blow to the independence 
o he whole Maratha Raj including themselves. Sindhia 
a 8 ened to the D eccan and summoned Raghuji Bhonsle to 

K] j Western border of Berar. Holkar was in 

Khandesh and Raghuji was first asked to use his influence in 

Daula^o Sildhil. reC ° nClliatl0n betW6en Yashwantrao and 
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Negotiations with Sindhia and Bhonsle. 


The Governor-General sent Colonel Collins to negotiate 
with Daulatrao Sindhia. Collins arrived at Burhanpur on 
27th February 1803. The Governor- General’s instructions 
to him issued on 26th January 1803 required him to offer to 
Sindhia the same terms of defensive alliance as the Peshwa 
had accepted, on condition of his consenting to an arbitration 
by the English with regard to the claims of Yashwantrao Holkar 
against him, and at any rate to see that he (Sindhia) did not 
obstruct the completion of the arrangements arrived at with 
the Peshwa by the treaty of Bassein. 

Similarly, the Governor-General, on the recommendation 
of General Wellesley selected Mr. J. Webbe, who was acting 
as Resident at Mysore, to go to Nagpur as Resident for the 
same object. He did not however join his post, as subsequent 
developments and the march of Raghuji Bhonsle to join Sindhia 
on the western frontier of his possessions rendered the mission 
unnecessary. Collins therefore carried on the negotiations 
with Bhonsle' as well. 

Attempts were also made to reconcile Yashwantrao Holkar 
and Amntrao, brother of the Peshwa. Amritrao yielded to 
the offers of General Wellesley and was silenced, but 
Yashwantrao would listen neither to the persuasions of the 
British nor to those of Sindhia and Bhonsle. He, however, 
withdrew his troops from Poona and went to Khandesh after 
lingering for some time near Aurangabad. 

Whilst these negotiations were going on. General Wellesley 
arrived at Poona and Bajirao was peacefully reinstalled on the 
musnud of Poona on 13th May 1803. While arrangements 
were being made for this installation, the Governor-General 
sent conciliatory letters to Raghuji Bhonsle, explaining the 
circumstances under which the treaty of Bassein had been 
concluded and intimating his firm resolution to complete the 
arrangements contemplated by the treaty and to open hostilities 
against any Power that might attempt [to defeat those 
arrangements. 
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In spite of remonstrances from Colonel Collins, Sindhia and 
Bhonsle long put off making up their minds whether they 
should have peace or war with the British. They were waiting 
to secure the cooperation of Yashwantrao Holkar in a 
’ confederacy against the British. Raghuji took upon himself 
i the difficult task of reconciling Holkar with Sindhia, but failed. 

! His patience entirely worn out by Daulat Rao’s evasive policy, 
Colonel Collins left his camp on 3rd August 1803 under 
pressure from General Wellesley, who was eager and ready to 
strike the first blow. 

The second Maratha war then followed and was concluded 
by the Treaty of Deogaon with Bhonsle and that of Surji 
Anjangaon with Sindhia. The account of the battles of Assaye, 
Argaon and Gawilgad fought in the course of this war and the 
detailed correspondence connected therewith have been printed 
in Wellington’s despatches at great length and are therefore 
omitted from this volume. 

As a result of this war, Raghuji lost the fertile province of 
Berar, ceded to the Nizam, and the strategically important 
prPvmce of Cuttack which was annexed by the British. 
A British Resident was permanently posted at Nagpur, 
and Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone, Persian Interpreter to 
.General Wellesley, became the first holder of this office. 

The Events of 1804-1817. 

' It is no doubt true that Maratha history after the war 
°fl803-1804 loses the political importance and national interest 
w ic it had before that momentous' and decisive trial of 
strengt the Maratha Power is henceforth decentralised and 
manifestly eclipsed by British paramountcy. But this later, 
tory is no less rich in interest and instruction when looked 
m anot er point of view than that of war and territorial 
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During this post- 1803 period the activities of the Bhonsles 
were confined to a mere adjustment on their part to the great 
political change that Wellesley’s masterly personality had 
imposed upon the Indian world, a change in facing which they 
often exhibited impotent rage at their humiliation and severe 
resentment in bowing to the dictates of a superior power when 
the memory of their past liberty was so fresh. For the 
Residents, on the other hand, a new era of administrative 
settlement and peace now dawned, which taxed their capacity 
to the utmost. One clearly notices the forbearance, 
circumspection and tact with which the British officials in these 
states handled often difficult situations and safeguarded the 
interests of their own masters. Elphinstone, Jenkins and others 
who worked as Residents at Nagpur have left long, full and 
masterly despatches which afford instructive reading and which, 
when published, will hold a high rank among the writings of 
the eminent builders of the British Indian Empire. The policy 
of non-intervention which succeeded the vigorous advance of 
Lord Wellesley brought with it fresh evils, a desire for revenge 
on the part of those who had suffered and a crop of free-booters 
like the Pindaris, who often joined hands in an anti-British 
outburst and started a kind of guerilla warfare with the intention 
of putting down British supremacy before it became too 
firmly established. 

The resources of Raghuji’s government were greatly crippled 
by the loss of his territories in the Second Maratha war. His 
finances had long been badly managed. The payment of his 
troops was very irregular and it was a common sight in those 
days for- the starving soldiery to confine their chiefs. An 
extreme case of it is seen (No. 55) when Raghuji himself 
experienced this fate. The murderous attack on Mudhoji at 
Elhchpur by the Pathans of his army is another glaring 
instance. 

Raghuji tried to obtain either Berar or Cuttack from the 
British as a reward for his loyal conduct after 1 803, but, as he 
should have foreseen, it proved futile. Sambalpur and Patna 
were however restored in 1806 by Sir George Barlow, in 
accordance with a promise held out to Raghuji by Lord 
Cornwallis in 1805. 
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The military weakness of the Bhonsle exposed him to the 
aggressions of the Pindaris from the northern frontier of his 
dominions. The correspondence between the Resident and 
the 'Governor General for the next fifteen years is mainly 
concerned with this subject. The Rajah’s army was by no 
means capable of meeting the large hordes of the Pindaris, 
whose numbers sometimes swelled to thirty thousand men 
drawn together by the hope of plunder. 

The British tried to come to Raghuji’s help in his impotence 
by offering him a subsidiary alliance, but the Rajah declined it. 
The British, however, sent some troops to Khandesh in 1804 
and afterwards Colonel Close himself proceeded from Poona 
to the Narbada in 1809 to check the advance of the Pindaris 
under Meer Khan, though the British were under no obligation 
to do so. This, however, proved to be only a temporary check, 
and as soon as the British troops were withdrawn, the Pindaris 
renewed their depredations. Even the British Resident 
Mr. Jenkins thought it prudent to reinforce his Residency 
escort by a strong detachment from Jalna, for fear of the 
Pindaris (No. 197). 

It was, however, reserved for Lord Hastings to take concerted 
action against the Pindaris and ultimately to crush them. In 
this connection Jenkins proposals dated 30th December 1811 
are worth notice (No. 211). 

Conquest of Bhopal. 

The only military aggression attempted by Raghuji was the 
conquest of Bhopal jointly with Sindhia. The Nawab of 
Bhopal \yhen almost crushed, entered into a subsidiary alliance 
with the British. A report on his territories was called for, 
and the views of Jenkins on the political relations of Bhopal 
voth its neighbours can be gathered from his despatches to the 
ovemor General, (Nos. 177, 178). The Nawab ’s defensive 
a lance with the British had a magical effect on Sindhia and 
ons e, who immediately gave up the attempt. Bhopal was 
thus saved from extinction. 
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Affairs of Chattisgarh. 


During the progress of the Second Maratha War the British 
had entered into agreements with the feudatory chiefs and 
zamindars in Cuttack and Chhattisgarh who owed allegiance 
to Bhonsle. After the treaty of Deogaon, Chhattisgarh districts 
(Sambalpur and Patna) were to be restored to Bhonsle. It 
was not however without great hesitation that the Governor 
General restored these districts to the Nagpur Government. 
The zamindars, however, were refractory and would not 
willingly submit to the Nagpur Government. Troops had to 
be sent to these parts to reduce them to submission. The 
Rajah of Sambalpur and his son were confined by Nanasaheb, 
the Bhonsle Rajah’s brother, but the Ranee held Sambalpur 
by force and would not admit the Nagpur officers unless 
her husband and son were released. Another zamindar 
Jujarsing, was equally defiant and ultimately went 
under British protection. The Ranee of Sambalpur 
similarly took refuge in British territory when expelled from 
her fort. Bastar, another feudatory of Nagpur, also took this 
opportunity of defying the Bhonsle ’s authority and had to be 
reduced to submission by force. The Bhonsle’s claim to 
Shahgarh,* another zamindari in Bundlekhand was rejected 
by the Governor General, after a prolonged correspondence. 
R&ghuji’s attempt at securing Garhakota was also foiled by 
Sindhia’s General, Baptiste. 

After the Second Maratha War, Raghuji maintained a strictly 
neutral attitude and never gave any provocation or cause of 
offence to the British. He knew his own weakness and the 
futility of any attempt against the British either singly or in 
combination with others. He thus never yielded to the 
temptations and hopes held out by Sindhia and Holkar and 
kept them at an arm’s length. On the other hand, he did not 
yield, even under trying circumstances, to the pressure brought; 
to bear upon him by the Residents and the counsels of hisi 
ministers for entering into a subsidiary alliance on the lines of | 

* Shahgarh, in the Sagar District of C. P., - its chief town named Shahgarh being situated 
about 40 miles North-East of Sagar. held, in 1808 by a descendant of Hardi Sah, the third son ' 
of Chhatra Sal Bundela. 
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Poona and Hyderabad, and thus freeing himself from the 
j standing danger of the Pindaris. Perhaps it was due to this 
I practical wisdom of his that he maintained his independence, 
precarious as it was, till his death. So jealous was Raghuji of 
the British intervention, that it was with great reluctance that 
he permitted even the stationing of British troops within his 
boundaries. 

Raghuji’s domestic life was by no means happy. It is 
described by Jenkins. There were dissensions in his house. 
His brother Nanasaheb and his (Nanasaheb ’s) wife and son 
were never friendly towards him. So was also his sister’s 
son Gujaba Gujar. His only son Parsoji, Balasaheb, was both 
mentally and physically weak and was dragging on a miserable 
existence. Nanasaheb and Appasaheb were both eager to 
succeed Raghuji, as Balasaheb was physically and mentally unfit 
to rule. Nanasaheb even wanted to establish his separate 
Court. 

The death of Raghuji II brought the long sought for 
C? opportunity for a subsidiary alliance within easy reach. The 
struggle for supremacy between Appasaheb and Bakabai, the 
widow of Raghuji II, drove Appasaheb into the arms of the 
British and he immediately entered into an alliance as regent 
on. behalf of the imbecile Raja Parsoji. By the admission of a 
British force and by the other terms of the treaty of 1816, 
Appasaheb accepted a position of positive subordination to 
the British Government. Soon after the event Appasaheb 
succeeded to the gadi on the death of Parsoji. He however 
entered into intrigues with Bajirao against the British. An 
open rupture took place and Appasaheb ’s troops attacked the 
British force at the Sitabaldi hills, but were repulsed. Another 
battle, fought on the plains of Sakardara near Nagpur, annihb 

militar y power of Appasaheb, who surrendered 
unse to the Resident under some conditions and was replaced 
D1 ? } masnad. Consequent on discoveries of his complicity 
t e eshwa Bajirao who was advancing towards Nagpur, 
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tlie Resident thought it prudent to arrest Appasaheb and put 
him out of harm’s way. Appasaheb was arrested and sent under 
a guard to Allahabad. He escaped on the way and never 
returned to Nagpur. After wandering for some years 
evading pursuit, he took refuge at Jodhpur where he died in 

1840 A.D. 

After Appasaheb ’s flight Raghuji III, a son of the daughter 
of Raghuji II,'* was proclaimed Raja, and he having died 
without issue, in 1853, the Nagpur State lapsed to the British 
Government. 


Y. M. KALE. 
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GOVERNORS GENERAL CONCERNED WITH NAGPUR. . 

1. Warren Hastings — 20th October 1774 to 1st February 1785. 

2. John Macpherson — 1st February 1785 to 12th September 1786. 

3. Lord Cornwallis — 1 2th September 1786 to 28th October 1793. 

4. Sir John Shore — 28th October 1 793 to 6th April ! 798. 

5. Earl Momington, Marquis Wellesley — 17th May 1798 to 30th July 1805. 

6. Lord Cornwallis — 30th July 1805 to 5th October 1805. 

7. Sir George Barlow — 5th October 1805 to 31st July 1807. 

8. Lord Minto— 31st July 1807 to 4th October 1813. 

9. Lord Hastings— 4th October 1813 to 1st January 1823. 
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IMPORTANT DATES. 


xxix 


1. Parsoji Bhonsle, 1st Sena Saheb Subali, 1707 — 1709 A.D. 

2. Kanhoji-1 710-1 730 A.D. 

3. Raghuji 1-1730-1 4th February 1755 (d.) 

4. Janoji— 1 755 — 1 6th May 1 111 ( d .) 

5. Mudhoji’s death — 19th May 1788. 

6. Raghuji II from 1772 — 22nd March 1816 (d.) 

7. Vyankoji's death at Benares — 20th July 181 1 A.D. 

8. Khandoji Chimna Bapu — d. 16th August 1789. 

9. Parsoji II (Balasaheb) — 14th April 1816 — 1st February 1817 (d.) 

10. Appa Saheb — 2 1 st April 1817 — deposed 15th March 1818 ; d. 15th July 1840. 

11. Raghuji III from May 1818 — 1 1th December 1853 (d.) 
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British Embassies. 


1 . Elliott, A. K. — 1 778. Died on his way to Nagpur. 

2. Wathcrstonc (Lieut. D.) — 1778. 

3. Anderson (David) — 1781. 

4. Chapman (Charles) — 22nd January 1 782. 

5. Forster (George)— I5th January 1788 to 1 0th February 1789 and again 1791 January (died 

at Nagpur on 5th January 1791). 

6. Colebrooke (H. T.) — 18th March 1799 to 18th May 1801. 


British Residents at Nagpur. 




1. Mountstuart Elphinstonc — 1st January 1804 to 25th January 1807 and again 

March’ 1808. 

2. Richard Jenkins — 25th January 1807 to 29th December 1826 (except March 1808). 

3. Capt. \V. Hamilton — 29th December 1826 to 12th April 1827. 

4. F. Wilder— 12th April 1827 to 19th February 1830. 

5. Capt. A. Gordon (Act.) 1830, March to June. _ i’ 

6. H. S. Grceme — June 1830 to 1833. 

7. Lieut.-Colonel J. Briggs — 31st May 1834 to 1835. 

8. R. Cavendish — 1835 to 13th November 1839. 

9. Major Thomas Wilkinson — 13th November 1839 to 12th September 1844. 

10. Colonel A. Spiers — 1st December 1844 to 1847. > ■ 

11. Capt. G. Ramsay — January 1847 to 12th March 1849. , 

12. T. R. Davidson — 12th March 1849 to August 1850. v T «a, 

13. C. G. Mansel — 1850 to 4th March 1854. 

14. Capt. E. K. Elliott — Resident and first Commissioner from 5th April 1854 the date of 

annexation. 1 11 
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NAGPUR AFFAIRS 
SECTION 1 

Beginning of closer relations with the British 

1781-1803 


No. 1 Warren Hastings deputes Charles Chapman as an envoy to the Court of 
Nagpur in order to persuade the Raja to mediate between the British 
and the Marathas with a view to terminate the war. Mr. Chapman was. 
to act in concert with David Anderson who was deputed to the Court of 
Mahadji Sindhia. 

FROM — WARREN HASTINGS, 

TO-CHARLES CHAPMAN. 

Benares, 12th November 1781. 

The Raja of Berar having expressed a desire that one English gentleman 
in my confidence may be sent to his Court, I have thought proper to comply 
with his request, and depute you thereto accordingly. Your credentials 
are enclosed. 

You are to consider the object of your commission to be to strengthen 
and increase the friendship and alliance virtually subsisting between the 
Company and the Berar Government. You will be furnished by the 
Secretary at the Presidency, with copies of all the papers that are material 
to your information respecting the relation in which the two Governments 
stand to one another, and the Persian translator has orders to give you 
copies of such part of the correspondence between them as you may 
require. 

Should any circumstances occur that may present a favourable 
opportunity to the Rajah to act offensively against Hyder Ally, and he or 
his Minister should show a disposition to employ the Berar forces in 
MO- 1 1 BkCa 1—1 
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2 NAGPUR AFFAIRS [Ocl. 

doing so, you will encourage it, and acquaint the Board with any 
reasonable conditions on which such aid may be proffered. 

• The indecisive conduct of the Berar Government, subsequent to its 
offer of mediation and guarantee of peace between the Company and the 
Maratta State, having thrown the credit and honour of such interference 
into other channels, you can now only accept of the assistance which 
the Raja’s influence, as a member of the Maratta State, may enable him to 
afford for effecting a speedy termination of the war, unless the other 
members of the Maratta State should require or approve his guarantee, 
of which you will be advised by Mr. Anderson, and in this and on every 
other occasion which may result from his negotiations, you will act 
conformably to his advice and requisition. 

Should the Rajah, as he declares his intention to be, pay a visit to Poona, 
and invite you to accompany him you will comply with his desire, but as 
Mr. Anderson has been deputed by this Government with full powers to 
conclude a treaty of Peace with the Maratta State, you are on no account 
to enter upon any negotiation but at his express requisition, and you are 
in every respect to consider yourself as subordinate to him, and to promote 
the object which (he has) been appointed to accomplish. 

In this qualification of your powers, I know that I conform to your 
own wishes, but should any unforeseen accident happen to Mr. Anderson 
that will prevent him from being present at an assembly of the efficient 
members of the Maratta State, or otherwise acting on the orders given him, 
and he shall write to you to that effect, and you yourself be on the spot, 
and find them disposed to accommodate their disputes with the Company, 
the powers entrusted to Mr. Anderson are in such cases to devolve to you, a 
and you will act in conformity to these instructions, a copy of which is 
given to you enclosed, and to such further instructions as he shall give 
you. 

Mr. John White is appointed your assistant on this deputation, and he 
and yourself are authorised to draw the full allowances usually given to 
persons employed in your respective capacities. 


No. 2 Cornwallis informs Malet of his having deputed Mr. George Forster to the 
Court of Nagpur in order to ascertain the Raja’s disposition towards the 
Company and, if possible, to conciliate his goodwill in a confederacy to 
be formed against Tipu. 

FROM— EARL CORNWALLIS, 

TO-CHARLES MAT .F.T, 

On the Ganges, 28 th October 1787. 

exDr°°^^ ee ^' n ° S ^ a ’ Rajah of. Berar, having lately in a letter to me 
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1787 \ BEGINNING OF CLOSER RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH 3 

■friendship between him and our Government, and having also intimated 
a wish to make some confidential communications to me through his 
old Vakeel Beneram Pundit, whom he ordered to repair to him for that 
purpose, I have very willingly upon this occasion availed myself of the 
opening which has been given by Beneram Pundit’s having declined, on 
account of his great age and infirmities, to undertake the journey from 
Benares to Nagpore, to depute a Company’s servant to Moodajee in order 
to ascertain, as far as we can, his real disposition toward us and to conciliate 
his good will and attachment to our interests. Mr. George Forster has 
accordingly been appointed to this office and in a few days hence he will 
begin his journey from Cawnpore. He is furnished with two letters from 
me to Moodajee. 

The first is in the usual form of a credential letter and the second letter 
is provided for the event of a rupture with Tippoo, in which case only 
it will be delivered. I have in that letter confined myself to a general 
declaration of my desire to form a close connexion and alliance with the ; 
Mahratta Chiefs for carrying on the war against Tippoo as a common 
enemy ; and Mr. Forster is instructed to be extremely cautious in making 
any specific propositions unless he should see great reason to believe that . 
they would meet with a favourable reception. Should he find Moodajee 
well inclined to enter into our measures, Mr. Forster is instructed to 
consider it as the principal object to obtain his utmost exertions to prevail 
on the Poona administration to take the lead in a general confederacy 
of the Mahrattas to renew the war ; and he will throw out to him nearly 
the same inducements that you have been empowered to make to the 
Poona Ministers. But he is not to form a separate connexion with 
Moodajee, even if desired, without a previous communication of the 
proposed terms to this Government, as from your description of the 
suspicious temper of the Poona Durbar I think it possible that Nanna 
may at first entertain some jealousy of our carrying on a closer 
correspondence than usual with Moodajee. I have been the more 
particular in explaining my motives for deputing Mr. Forster as well 
as the substance of his instructions, that you may with confidence assure 
the Minister that they contain nothing inconsistent with the personal 
esteem for him, or with the close connexion and friendship with the 
Peshwa’s Government, which I conceive to be for our mutual advantage, 
and which I have ever professed it to be my inclination to maintain. 
Mr. Forster is instructed to correspond with you, and you will from time 
to time convey such communications to him as may appear calculated to 
promote the purposes for which you are both employed. Enclosed is 
a cipher with its explanation in the public cipher for your correspondence 
with Mr. Forster. 

The new cipher shall be forwarded in a separate dispatch. 
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4 NAGPUR AFFAIRS [Jan . 

No, 3 — Forster writing to Malet from Nsgpur intimates that Jbe would soon guit 
the place, that the Court of Nagpur was fast declining in strength and 
activity, and (hat the Peshwa’s ministers eagerly embraced the opportu- 
nity to effect the dependence of the Nagpur Raja on the Peshwa’s state. 
The Raja was going to visit Poona shortly. 

FROM-GEORGE FORSTER, 

TO-CHARLES MALET. 

Nagpur, 1 1th January 1789. 

I had the pleasure of writing you on the 18 th December, since which 
time I have been officially recalled from this place which I shall leave 
about the 1 st February. 

But before I quit the station, 1 consider it my duty, as well as an act 
of friendship, to lay before you a sketch of the Nagpur Durbar at this 
juncture. Ragojee will proceed in a few days to Berar where he talks 
of celebrating the Hooly festival and thence will go on to Poonah with 
a small body of troops. 

The cause of this journey, he alleges to me, proceeds from a desire of 
concerting with the Peshwah’s Ministers, some fixed plan for the mutual 
aid and benefit of the two States, and of procuring a conference with Nizam 
Ali, who, it is said, purposes to fneet the Peshwah at Punderpur. Other 
intelligence which I have received and am induced to reasonably credit, 
intimates that the Peshwah has peremptorily required Ragojee’s attendance 
at Poonah that he may personally receive his homage, and publicly exhibit 
to the southern states the vassalage of the Berar Government, and that 
he has also declared that if Ragojee does not come to Poonah, he will go 
to Nagpur. The fact, I believe, is that the Peshwah’s Ministers seeing 
what is conspicuously evinced in these parts, the Rajah’s delinquency 
m strength and activity, and that his avarice and seeming incapacity of 
governing have produced a common dislike of his person, eagerly embrace 
the occasion of effectuating his dependence on the Mharatta State at 
large ; which his father, by a more extensive ability, warded off with no 
ill success. 

He has expressed to me a wish that until his return from Poonah 
I should continue my residence at Nagpur, which, he thinks, will give 
a respect to his Government and more forcibly aid him at Poonah. As he 
apprised me of his intention to address Lord Cornwallis for such 
permission, I held, it incumbent on me to inform His Lordship that any 
earnest attention to the interests of Berar under its present Chief might 
not improbably obstruct the measures of our Government, in any 
me itate closer connection with the other Powers of the Deccan. 

p no difference of moment exists, I believe, at this period between 
t,ojee ana the Nizam, yet this prince will no doubt attempt to extract 
very possi e benefit from the present weak condition of the Bhosillah, 
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and endeavour to recover those territories in Berar, which the old Ragojee 
wrested from the Nizamut. 

Chimnajee, however ill disposed he may be to his brother, does not now 
evince any inclination of raising public disturbance ; but, perhaps, may 
aim at something during the Poonah visit. 

Into whatever quarter of the world I may, my dear Malet, be thrown, 
for surely I was born under a wandering planet or a shooting star, I intreat 
you to ever class among your faithful and affectionate friends, 

George Forster. 

PS . — I have just received advice of the total overthrow of Gholam 
Kadar and his escape with a small party to Ghous-Ghur. 


No. 4 Forster expresses to Malet his concurrence in the latter’s suggestion of 
encouraging Hindu pilgrimage to holy places by granting special 
exemption from the tax. 

FROM-GEORGE FORSTER, 

TO-CHARLES MALET. 

Nagpur, 4th February 1 789. 

In reply to your last, I can only say, that your ideas on the benefits 
-that will result to your Government from -a liberal encouragement of 
Hindoo pilgrimage and granting specific immunities to the Bhoslas, wholly 
coincide with mine. Much good must arise from it, at an almost nameless 
expense. 

Ragojee, who is very dilatory in his movements, being yet within the 
sound of Nagpur music, will, if possible, put off the Poonah journey. 
As I finally purpose to leave this place in four days, whether our chief be 
nolens or volensf , this probably will be the last Nagpur letter from yours 
ever, George Forster. 


1X.O. u I n this his last communication from Nagpur Forster communicates to 
Malet the Raja’s confession of his weakness and urges upon him (M) the 
advisability of not allowing the Peshwa to enfeeble the Raja. 

EROM-GEORGE FORSTER, 

TO-CHARLES MALET. 

Nagpur, 10th February 1789. 

Since writing you on the 4th I have been favoured with yours of the 
27th January enclosing duplicate of the . 17th ditto, and I have, now, the 
pleasure of informing you that I have received from Ragojee a very kind 


t Whether he will or not. 
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and cordial leave which gives me much satisfaction, as it would have been 
mortifying to me, after the expense that has been incurred and the 
endeavours that I have unremittingly exerted to please him, to have left 
Nagpur in a cold and cloudy manner. 

But the total reverse is the fact. 

Ragojee’s movement to Poonah proceeds virtually from the cause noted, 
in my letter of the 11th January, “ other intelligence, ” etc., and I have 
by a frank and close directed conversation compelled the Rajah to confess 
the truth. 

As he sees our extent of power and believes in our influence at your 
quarter, he desired me to give him a letter to you in behalf of aid and 
countenance which I cannot do, but must honestly mention to you that 
though the house of the Bhonsla is not now strong or respectable or 
capacitated to afford us aid, it may take a better form, and that I do not 
hold it sound policy to permit the Peshwa to demolish or greatly enfeeble 
it. You may revolve this sentiment in your own mind and confide in 
your good judgment and good faith. 


In a long and unreserved conversation at parting I intimated to 
Ragojee, that in the probable event of a proposal made to him at Poona 
in behalf of the Company, that I deemed his interest concerned in an 
acquiescence, and though at the first aspect he might not discover the 
benefits accruing from it, that he might rest assured the English were 
not unmindful of offices of friendship and goodwill. 

I said no more ; nor can say more to you as I have one foot in the stirrup 
and am agreeably to a lady phrase “ in a mighty fussation ”. • • 

Believe that your correspondence and friendship will be always deemed 
an honour by your George Forster. 


A Cornwallis advises Malet not to evince to the Pesliwa’s Court an eagerness- 
on the part of the Company to acquire Cuttack from the Raja of Nagpur 
and concurs in Malet’s suggestion of offering the Peshwa facilities for 
Hindu pilgrims proceeding to the north. 

FROM-CORNWALUS, G. G. 

TO— CHARLES MALET. 


Fort William, 23rd February 1789. 


I think it only necessary on the present occasion to answer the parts- 

of your letter which relate to the means of forwarding our views upon. 
Cuttack. 

The consideration of the value of that province both to the Company 
rTffl l< i • t ^ e - ^ousla family, offers so many grounds for apprehending 
imculties m obtaining a voluntary cession of it from the Marrattas, that 
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I cannot bring myself to be sanguine in the hopes of immediate success 
to our wishes ; but I am clearly convinced that our best chance will arise 
from the eagerness and anxiety of the Peshwa, and from a constant 
appearance on our part of indifference to the event of the negociation 
for the proposed exchange. 

Upon this principle I do not wish that any steps should be taken 
directly by you to prevail upon Ragojee to consent to the cession, but 
that the Poonah Ministers should understand that you are instructed to 
leave all the preliminary parts of the transaction entirely to themselves. 

If Ragojee should execute his declared intention of making a visit 
to Poona, the long connection which has subsisted between the Bhonsla 
family and this Government, will require that you should clearly manifest 
a disposition to show him marks of particular attention and respects. 
But to avoid giving ground for suspicion or jealousy to the Poona Minister, 
my wish is that you should consult Nana and even be guided by him, 
unless you should see any very material objection to it, in all steps that 
you take to give public proofs to Ragojee of the consideration in which 
he is held by this Government. 

You will, however, be studiously careful to suppress all appearance of 
anxiety to obtain this consent to the cession, unless Nana should, in 
explicit and earnest terms, request your interference and assistance. And 
even in that case it will tend most to promote the success of our real wishes, 
that you should uniformly appear to lend your aid in the negotiation 
more from a spirit of accommodation and friendship to the Poonah 
Government, than from any impatience on our part to acquire the 
province. 

I concur in a great measure with your opinion that it may be wise in 
this Government to devise means for encouraging a spirit of pilgriitiages 
among the Hindoos of Hindoostan and the Deccan to the Company’s 
dominions, and for that reason, if you could come to the discussion of 
conditions for the cession of Cuttack, I should have no objection to grant 
particular privileges or even exemptions from all Government duties 
to Marratta subjects' or religious visitant pilgrimages to Benares and 
Gayah and to Jaggenaut when surrendered to us. 

The acquisition of Cuttack would be of so much real importance to the 
Company, that I should not scruple to furnish you with the means of 
making any liberal presents in money to any of the ministers who could 
give a decisive assistance in forwarding the accomplishment of the object 
in question : and I should be much guided by your opinion in determining 
the extent of the sums to be so applied, as you would be qualified to form 
the best judgment on the mode of applying such sums in the most 
efficacious manner for inciting different individuals to make their utmost 
exertions to bring the negotiations to a successful termination. 
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No. 7— Cornwallis once more deputes Forster to Nagpur to induce the Ifcya to 
acquiesce in the passage of an English detachment passing from Bengal 
Cuttack to Madras. 


from-earl cornwalus, g. g„ 


TO— GEORGE FORSTER. 

Fort William , 28th February 1190. 


The state of public affairs, and the confidence which I repose in your 
good conduct, having induced me to determine, with the concurrence 
of the Council, to depute you to Nagpur to reside there on the part of 
this Government, in the same office that you held by my appointment in 
1787, you are to proceed to that capital by the way of Cuttack. 

On your arrival at Cuttack you will send notice thereof to Sadasheo Rou 
or the principal Officer, whoever he may be, of the Berar* Government in 
the absence of the naib Rajah-Ram Pundit, acquainting him that my friend- 
ship with his Master has induced me to send you to Nagpur, and that 
you have stopped at Cuttack in order to explain to him the necessity I have 
been under, notwithstanding the letter from Sadasho Rou and a translated 
copy of which is herewith sent with my answer to it, to order the march 
of Colonel Cockerell’s detachment to the southward without delay. You 
will acquaint him that I have a proper sense of the friendly sentiments 
expressed in his letter, and as it is my earnest wish that the people of the 
Cuttack country should not suffer any inconvenience from the 
circumstance of the Company’s troops passing through it, it shall be at his 
option to receive payment in money for any grain that may be supplied 
in his district to our detachment or payment in an equal quantity of the 
articles provided on a certificate of it from Colonel Cockerell. You will 
also inform Sadasho Rou or the Principal Officer of the Berar Government 
at Cuttack, that desirous to give proofs of my regard and friendship for the 
Rajah I shall be very well disposed, if the distress which he mentions from 
a scarcity of grain should continue, to forward and encourage the supply 
of it to Cuttack from the Company’s provinces in any way that may be 
thought best. 

You will continue there until the detachment shall have passed the 
southern frontier of the province and you will communicate to Lieut. 
Colonel Cockerell whatever you may judge deserving of his notice. 

Upon leaving Cuttack you will make the best of your way to Nagpur 
and deliver a letter inclosed in this to Ragojee Bhonsla with a few 
presents that will be sent to you for that purpose. You will acquaint him 
that I have thought this a proper time, when the Company are engaged in 
a war against our common enemy Tippoo in the defence of the rights and 
interests of an ally of th e Carnatic, to mark their friendship for the Rajah 

Rajas of 'Ber'ar 0 ' 32 ^ USet ^ * or ^ a SP ur by the British, though the Bhoslas never called themselves 
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•of Berar and their consideration for the station he fills among the P owers 
of India, by deputing you to him, for the purpose of facilitating the corres- 
pondence between us, and advising him of any circumstances, occurring 
in the course of the war, that I should wish him to be properly informed of. 
You will satisfy him upon the point of our detachment passing through 
his country, the occasion not admitting of my delaying its march until his 
answer to the letter, which I wrote to him on the subject, should arrive, 
a formality the less necessary between friends, situated at a distance from 
each other, but interested in whatever may tend to the benefit of either 
State. You will acquaint him also, in the course of your conferences, that 
if, in consequence of the friendship subsisting between the Peshwah and 
the English, the forces of the Maratta State should act with ours in the 
prosecution of the war against Tippoo, I shall persuade myself that the 
Rajah of Berar will co-operate with us, as far as it may be in his power. 

It will be satisfactory to yourself, and pleasing to the Rajah, to be 
informed that my selection of you to proceed to his capital has been founded 
-on my approbation of your conduct when you were last there, and on the 
testimony which he also has borne to it. 

You will write to me constantly, advising me of any occurrences of an 
interesting nature, whenever they happen, and you will also correspond 
with the Government of Bombay and Fort St. George, and the Residents 
at Poona and Hyderabad and with Sindea upon any subjects appertaining 
to the interests of the Company under their direction. The cypher now 
in use in the secret correspondence of the different presidencies and public 
Ministers, is enclosed. 

The Secretary has orders to show you the several proceedings of this 
Government, since intelligence arrived of Tippoo’s attack on the lines 
at Tellicherry.* He will also inform you of the rules under which you are 
.to regulate your disbursements in the office to which you are appointed. 


-No. 8 — The G. G. explains to the Bhonsle Raja the purpose of his deputing 
Mr. Forster and the circumstances under which British troops had to 
march through the Raja’s country without his previous consent. He also 
proposes to enter into an agreement securing mutual honour and 
advantage. 

FROM-EARL CORNWALLIS, 

TO-RAGHUJI BHONSLE. 


Fort William, 5th March 1790. 


You will have received and understood the contents of my last letters, 
written 29th January and 2nd February. 


* Should be Travancore. 
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The custom that has tended to establish a firm friendship between 
the Company and your late father and since his death with you of making 
known and communicating upon, without restraint, all subjects that 
occur, has at various times induced me to write you the most friendly 
letters, and to adopt such other modes as appear to me most conducive 
to strengthen the good understanding existing between us. 

You will recollect the proof I gave of this friendly disposition by the 
deputation of Mr. Forster about 3 years ago to Nagpur, and that when 
I conceived that you were fully convinced of my desire for this object,, 
and that the end of it had been obtained in a manner that it was not in the 
power of incidents to affect it, I requested you would give him leave to 
return to Calcutta. The conversations I have had with Mr. Forster 
since his return have given me very great satisfaction ; and his repeated 
assurances of the friendly treatment he received.from you during his stay,, 
with the regret you expressed at his departure, have not only convinced 
me of your friendly disposition towards the English Government and 
myself, but have evinced your inclination for the residence of Mr. Forster 
with you in preference to any other gentleman. I have in consequence 
determined to depute that gentleman to you whenever his presence there 
may appear necessary. 

By my letters you will have learnt of the unprovoked breach of 
engagements lately exhibited by Tippoo Naik, with my resolution of going 
in person to Madras to punish him for his faithless conduct ; and that in 
consequence of the nomination of General Medows, an. officer in whose 
a ilities I have the highest confidence, I have postponed that intention. 
In order however to prove to the world, that the Company are steadfast 
to their engagements and will hesitate at nothing to defend their friends 
and allies from insults and injuries, I thought proper to depute a large 
etac ment to Madras at a very considerable expense, and as the success 
o a war .depends on the exertions and measures on the commencement 
emg carried on with vigour and without any delay, I resolved on sending 
the detachment by the way of Cuttack without waiting for an answer to 
my etter to you on that subject, for I rely too much on your repeated 
pro essions of friendship to doubt your ready and cheerful acquiescence. 

otwit stan mg the confidence I place in your friendship, it has occurred 
o me t at uring a war in which the Company, however well inclined to 
ive at peace with all Hindostan, are involuntarily involved by the present 
unprovoked breach of faith in Tippoo Naik, I should be deficient in my 
r • a h'° f ° U ’ 3S an ,°^ an< ^ ^ ncere friend, were I not to mark my 
Powprc Pr ^j )U anC ^ cons ideration for the station you fill among the 
and who T I 1° 0stan ’ ^ deputing a gentleman high in my confidence, 
for thp aVe S f J< r a ® SUKmces > * s pleasing to you, to reside with you 
maintainino^h Se ° aci htating the correspondence between us, and for 
of friendship, & j nu!:ua communication of all occurrences, which is a proof 
P and a means of strengthening and increasing it, I therefore 


1790 ] BEGINNING OF CLOSER RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH fl 

have sent Mr. Forster to reside with you. He possesses my entire reliance 
on his abilities and on his respect and friendship for you, and has my 
instructions to- satisfy you fully on the point of the detachment under 
Colonel Cockerell passing through Cuttack without waiting for your 
answer to my letter, a formality the less necessary between friends, situated 
at so great a distance from each other and interested in whatever may tend 
to the benefit of either state. He is instructed to proceed by the way 
of Cuttack that he may explain to the Naib there the necessity I have been 
under, notwithstanding the letter I received from him urging objections 
to this measure, of ordering the troops to march that way without delay, 
and both Mr. Forster and Colonel Cockerell who commands the troops 
have my positive orders to advise upon the most efficacious measures of 
preventing all inconveniences to the inhabitants and ryots by the march 
of the troops, as well in choosing proper places for them to halt as in 
procuring the supplies necessary for them. 

By the blessing of God this faithless conduct of Tippoo will afford 
me an opportunity of proving my attention to treaties, and my determination 
to protect my friends against an enemy whose ambition is known to the 
world, and whose injuries to the Marratta State have been very great, 
and I have no doubt but the Marratta Chiefs will consider it to be their 
duty as well as their interests to take this opportunity to obtain reparation 
and to recover their territories that were unjustly seized by his late father, 
and will join in punishing a man who is the enemy of all mankind, and whose 
heart is bent on the destruction of every sort, as well Hindoo as every 
other. If in consequence of the friendship subsisting between the Peshwah 
and the Company the Marratta State should act with ours in the prosecution 
of the war against Tippoo, I have not a doubt but you will co-operate with 
us as far as it may be in your power. In this case Mr. Forster is fully- 
authorized on my part to enter into agreements that will promote our 
mutual honour and advantage. 

For further particulars I refer you to Mr. Forster who is charged with 
a few articles, which tho’ unworthy of your acceptance but as tokens of 
friendship, I trust you will consider them in that light, and make me happy 
by receiving them. 


No. 


9 Malet informs the G. G. of his having t alien note of Forster’s arrival at 
Nagpur and writes of his efforts to persuade the Poona Government 
to speed up their preparations for war. 


FROM— C. MALET, 


TO -CORNWALLIS, G. G. 

Poona, 2nd July 1790. 

On the 29th ultimo I was favoured with a letter from Mr. Forster 
advising his arrival at Nagpur and on the 1st instant transmitted him 
a copy of the treaty of Poona for his information. 



12 


NAGPUR AFFAIRS 


[Jan. 

In consequence of an application from Colonel Abercromby to procure 
a supply of cash for his' Government at an exchange anything better or 
even at ninety, I have this day granted Bills on the Resident at Benares 
for Rs. 20,000 for 18,250 here, or exchange at 91?. 

I am credibly informed that several large sums of money have 
been paid to this Government by Tippoo’s Vackeels since my last address, 
and in reply to my expostulations am told in addition to what has been 
already said, that this money being arrears of tribute due from a period 
preceding the conclusion of the present treaty, has no connexion therewith. 
I suffered not this language to pass unanswered. But Your Lordship 
is by this time sufficiently acquainted with the spirit of this Court to 
conclude that no language can operate in prevention of the gratification 
of its ruling passion. 

My instances are constant on the point of preparation, to which I receive 
the usual answers that the invasion of the Marratta troops rests on the 
receipt of advice of General Medows’ commencement of hostilities, and 
that though for the greater conveniency of forage they have not yet 
assembled their forces, yet are they all in readiness and will be prepared 
for action in eight days at farthest after the receipt of the intelligence 
that is to regulate their motions. 


iMo. 10 'Lieut. Davidson communicates to Malet Forster’s death at Nagpur on 
5th instant. ' 

FROM-J. DAVIDSON, IN COMMAND OF FORSTER’S ESCORT, 

TO— CHARLES MALET. 


Nagpur, 7th January 1791 . 


It is with much concern that I have to inform you of the death of your 
worthy friend and acquaintance, Mr. George Forster, Resident with the 
Nagpur Government. He died on Wednesday morning the 5th instant 
about 5 o clock after an illness of only six days. He was seized with a cold 
while we were on a party at Geerar* about 40 miles from Nagpur, and 
a violent fever followed, which soon reduced him to a very weak state. 

We arrived at Nagpur on Monday, and hearing of the arrival of a French 
gentleman, a surgeon from Hyderabad, I called in his assistance, and the 

moment he had seen Mr. Forster he declared his situation to be past 
remedy. 


I ta ^ en c ^ arge Mr. Forster’s public and private papers, and 
I fmd by his instructions from our Government, that he is directed to 
correspond with your Residency, and to be informed of any circumstance 
t at may happen regarding the present war carrying on to the southward. 


a , in Wardha district, containing the tomb of Shaikh Khwaja Farid, a great pilgrim centre. 
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I thought it therefore necessary to acquaint you of the unfortunate 
event of Mr. Forster’s decease, and at the same time to (nearly 2 lines torn) 
Government as Mr. Forster’s life time, until the pleasure of the Right 
Honourable the Governor General in Council of Fort William be known, 
to whom I immediately communicated the event of Mr. Forster s death 
by the shortest route to Calcutta. 

On perusing your letter to Mr. Forster in date the 14th ultimo, it does 
not appear to me that he had owned the sight of that letter which he 
received on the 28th of the month at Geerar, the day before he was taken 
ill. I therefore beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of that letter, and 
as nothing of consequence has happened at this Durbar since Mr. Forster 
wrote you on the 20th ultimo, he left me little more to say than that I am 
with much respect, etc. 


No. 11 Cornwallis writes to Raghuji Bhonsle a letter of strong remonstrance 
against the conduct of Venkoji Bhonsle 'n detaining a British subject in 
custody and causing his death in a violent manner. 

FROM— EARL CORNWALLIS, 

TO— RAGHUJI BHONSLE. 


Fort William, 9th October 1792. 

I have received your letter relative to Madhoji Naik Cauleah* and also 
your letter addressed to Mr. Stuart written in reply to Mr. Stuart’s 
letters on the subject of the disputes occasioned by the zemindars of 
Nowaguddah and Bahapoor towards Ganjam, and those in the neighbour- 
hood of Chutteesghur. 

It affords me very great pleasure to observe your readiness to put a stop 
to disturbances on the boundaries which, while they occasion great injury 
to the welfare of the state, are equally detrimental to the inhabitants of the 
villages thereabout. It is highly incumbent on the intimacy which has 
subsisted between us for so many years to inculcate on the minds of our 
respective subjects residing on the confines of our territories, that a 
friendship exists between the two States, equally with the view to their 
protection and quiet as to the happiness and welfare of the Governments 
under which they live ; and I request that you will rely on this Government 
for the necessary injunctions to its subordinate officers to inforce this 
maxim. 

I have paid great attention to your letter relative to Madhoji Naik 
Cauleah. The circumstances of this affair had been reported to me prior 
to the receipt of your letter, and I must confess, occasioned me great 


* Madh&vji Naik Kale having banking business at Nagpur and Benares. 
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concern. It has been the particular object of my attention to render the 
city of Benares, which is a place held in high veneration by the Hindoos 
and much resorted to by them for religious purposes, as secure to them 
and to the large body of merchants of all nations who follow their profession 
there as possible ; and with that view, a system of Government with an 
Adawlat has been established for the sole purpose of protecting the city 
and the travellers who may arrive there. It is not necessary for me to 
explain to you that such an institution, established for the benefit of all 
ranks and classes of people, ought to be held most sacred, and every possible 
means should be adopted to prevent its laws and rules from being infringed 
in any respect. On the contrary the Adawlat being for the general benefit, 
every one must submit to its institutes, whatever be his rank. 

But, exclusive of the great delicacy which ought to be observed towards 
a court of justice, you are also a ruler, can determine how much respect 
is due to the sovereignty itself of a country. . The English Company are 
at all times anxious that their Government should protect the stranger 
who visits their territories, and will ever be ready to receive him with 
civility and to treat him with kindness, but at the same time they must 
insist'on a rigid observance of their administration, and will never submit 
to see their sovereignty slighted or treated with contempt ,* for it is that 
alone that can protect the stranger or keep peace and tranquillity in their 
dominions. 

Altho’ I am sensible that Rajah Wenkajee Bhoosla had no intention 
to slight, or in any respect to act contrary to the established Government 
of Benares, or that he was desirous to overturn a court of justice instituted 
for the public benefit, and am ready to believe that he was instigated by 
the evil advice of officious and thoughtless people to detain Goburdass 
under a guard, during which detention he died*, yet I request that you 
will reflect how much- the Government of a country must lose its respect 
among its own subjects and its good intentions be frustrated by such 
a step, and how much the respect for the Adawlat must be diminished 
in the eyes of the public by the exercise of a power by others which 
is vested solely in its own officers. Compare these reflections on the Com- 
pany s Government with your own State, and your own experience 
will induce you to coincide in opinion with me. How can any one have 
a respect for a Government or a confidence in the justice administered by 
a Court, when the institutes of one and the powers of the other are suffered 
to be infringed, or the officers allow themselves to be biassed by any 
influence but that which proceeds from the regulations laid down for their 
guidance. These regulations are framed, to answer every purpose, and 
consequently any injunctions, even from the Government, can have no 
effect but to invalidate itself so long as its officers perform their duty. 

I hese are the principles on which the Government of Benares and the 

Vrankoji s version ot this affair appears on p. 140 of the Nagpur Bakhar. 
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■Court of Justice established by it are founded, and I flatter myself 
that you will observe that, conformably to them, the letters which 
you require to Mr. Duncan and to Ally Ibrahim Khan can answer no 
purpose. 

After what I have said, and depending on your well known wisdom 
in Government, and your experience in the benefits arising to your own 
state from a just support to your own administration, I am confident 
that you will give full weight to my observations, and admitting the 
propriety of them, I doubt not that, influenced by your friendship for the 
Company, you will strenuously support my endeavours for the prosperity 
of the city of Benares, by giving positive injunctions to those who may 
come there from your territories to pay implicit obedience to the laws 
and Government established, which the Company, in consideration that 
they are calculated for the happiness of even,' individual, whether stranger 
or inhabitant, are determined to support. 

It has been long the established custom between us to communicate 
freely, and without reserve, on all occurrences. On this account, and 
desirous to increase our intimacy, I have written my sentiments on these 
subjects unbiassed by any but friendly motives, and I trust that you will 
put no other construction on my letter. Further particulars will be 
explained by Bissember Pundit. 


No. 12 The Nizam sends a note of warning to the Bhonsle Raja for havlnz 
encroached upon his rights in Berar. 

FROM— MEER ALLUM, 

TO-THE RESIDENT, HYDERABAD. 


25th April 1793. 

Translate of a paper received by Sir John Kennaway from Meer Allum, 
respecting Berar — 

The state of the business with Berar is this, that between His Highness 
the Nizam s Government and the Bhonslah, agreeably to treaties, the mode 
of collecting the revenue jointly in the said country was formerly fixed 
and established; and though many treaties have been written, yet the 
purport and meaning of them is reduced to one, namely that concluded 
after the battle of Boorgan Manjoo* fought between His Highness and 
Janoojee Bhonslah, for all the other treaties refer to it. For some time 
past, on account of want of opportunity and Tippoo being on the' look-out 
for favourable moment, His Highness has not marched to the said country • • 
the Bhonslah, particularly Ragojee, broke through the paths of rectitude 


* Borgaon Manjoo (Akola District). 
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and passing the limits of the said treaty took a crooked route, caused various 
disturbances and has demanded more than his established right. On this 
side, as hitherto no opportunity of prevention occurred, such has been the 
extent and still is, of winking at the encroachments, that even in the eyes 
of people of little discernment our spirit is called in question; and. 
notwithstanding the repeated representations and threats made and still 
making through Ragojee’s Vakeels directly on the part of His Highness- 
and through the Peishwah’s Ministers, no sort of satisfaction has been 
derived. At this time that the encroachments exceed all bounds and 
that further neglect of them is highly improper, they being considered 
as the source of disturbances, it is undoubtedly necessary to think of 
apprizing Ragojee as far as possible by negotiation either with or without 
the mediation of others. . If the business can be adjusted agreeably to 
the above treaty, the Nizam will never desire to create trouble or 
disturbance, except in case of necessity and the failure of all means of 
negotiation. At all events the arrangement of the country of Berar, 
the adjustment of affairs, and removal of disturbances will be brought 
about by whatever means may be in our power. As you enquired for 
a statement of the business of that quarter the particulars have been 
written, his Highness s wish is this, that you would give him notice of 
whatever may be the opinion of the Company’s Chiefs in this business 
they are the affectionate friends of his Highness’s Government. 


No. a report of an interview which took place at Poona between Raghuji 

R^ er RlT f-° een ' s ?P° rt C. W. Malet of a conference with- 
Ra_,o]ee Bhosla 6th January 1797 at 10 a.m. — 

General me ? sage ? stated ln despatch to the Governor 

General of this date Ragojee replied in the following terms, viz.- 

mi^istnr^ 11 ^ ° f t r C r Pany and the Peshwa is well but 

nor whl h gm T ^ ° f n " g in which there never has been, 

up thronoh ^ devia ^° n - On the contrary where the intercourse is kept 

rlecHo v S 3 CHanne ? C - W - Malet * will increase daily. With, 
objects of r enqUineS ° f present state of affairs here, the general 
nTl h 'T Sl ° n i are S ° PUbhdy ^ as to squire no explanation, 

that Badjirou ishisMaster *° master : Nana . acknowledges 

’ respect to Nana l » endBadjirou expresses himself with the greatest 
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grace of God thor* * °t° pinion . on measures. But as by the 
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Peshwa, the Nazim and me, everything will end happily, and a settlement 
of the Peshwa ’s Government is grateful to friends, and those who are wise 
will perceive who in this State is capable and experienced, and whose words 
and actions are befitting the affairs of Government. Therefore there is 
good ground for representing to Badjirou that these matters, on which 
the prosperity of the State depends, should be assented. For a wise man 
takes the straight road but does not puzzle himself in crooked and narrow 
paths ; for after all the straight road is the best to arrive at the object. 
Truly C. W. Malet in these days well discharged the duties of friendship 
as I have learnt not only from report but from Nana himself, who has assured 
me that his friendship had exceeded his (N’s) expectations, for that without 
waiting for instructions he had manifested the most friendly disposition. 
The prosecution of this friendly spirit therefore is incumbent, which 
on all accounts is expedient. What you say of Nana’s retiring is true. 
It is his intention to do so. But how can the Company, the Nazim and 
myself, who are desirous of the settlement and prosperity of the Peshwa ’s 
Government, assent to his withdrawing when there is nobody to supply 
his place in the administration of affairs. As there is the most entire 
unanimity between us, I will in future communicate matters and shall 
expect the same from C. W. Malet. After this discourse the Raja asked 
if C. W. Malet had had any intercourse with Nana on this subject, to which 
I replied that the intercourse between Nana and C. W. Malet had been 
constant through the long period of 1 1 years. He then asked the Nizam’s 
disposition, to which I replied that as there was the firmest friendship 
between the States he could have no other disposition than to increase it. 
The Raja replied all wise men had the same object. 


No. 14 Malet communicates to the Governor General the position of affairs at 
’’ Poona as disclosed by Raghuji to the former’s Munshi. A disposition to 

accommodate conflicting parties was reported. 

FROM-C. MALET, 

TO— THE HON’BLE SIR JOHN SHORE, BART. 

Poona, 20th January 1797. 

I had the honour to address you on the 27th instant and on the 28th 
my Munshy waited on Ragojee Bhosla by appointment with your letter 
announcing the intended march of the Bengal Detachment to Madras. 

I embraced the opportunity of evincing our friendly disposition to this 
Chieftain by generally communicating to him at the same time the 
substance of what had passed between the Peshwa and the other Chiefs 
and myself on the subject of accommodation, which he received with lively 
marks and expressions of satisfaction, but without any particular signs of 
curiosity about any of the parties except Azim-ul~Omra*, of whose 

*Azeem-ul-Omra, Nizam’s minister. 
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disposition he made particular ' enquiry, to which my Munshy could only 
reply that like all the other parties it seemed entirely accommodating. 

Knowing that the substance of your letter would soon be circulated 
from the Bhosla Durbar, I thought it would not be inconsistent with the 
friendly character always maintained and more particularly lately assumed 
toward all parties, to make known to them the intended movement, which 
has been well received by all and by some with enquiries of its cause, my 
answer to which shall be regulated by a proper modification of your letter 
of the Novr. to R. Bhosla. ' 

Not having heard anything further from Daulat Rao Sindia or Nana 
Fadnis on the important subject of reconciliation, I yesterday reminded 
them of my anxiety for the gratification of those hopes that they had 
encouraged me to entertain, and this morning I have received a very civil 
answer from Nana Fadnis the substance of which is that he expects to be 
able to give me the satisfaction I wish in a few days. 

It is certain that Nana is disbanding his troops which can only be 
accounted for in a real or pretended coalition with Sindia. The former 
may be detrimental to Azim-ul-Omra as it appears to me necessarily to 
involve some sacrifice of his interests, the latter may be to lull Sindia into a 
security in the consequences of which Raghuji Bhosla and Azim-ul-Omra 
may expect to participate with Nana. 

An event of considerable importance occupies the present attention of 
all parties but more especially the Brahmins, the marriage of Badjirou, 
which, by management and considerable expense it is said, will take place 
on the 8 of this Moon (this being the first) with the daughter of the late 
Dadjee Furkia, which family being closely connected and originally 
dependent on Nana, may,- in such a situation, be expected to be 
conducive to the re-establishment of his influence. 

My Munshy at his last audience of Badjirou in company with Moro 
Pant asked the latter if he should mention to Badjirou Nana’s wish of 
sending military store, etc. to Raighur, to which he at first assented, but 
recollecting himself said he would consult Nana on the subject, and there 
the matter now rests. 


No. 15 Colebrooke is appointed Resident at the Court of Nagpur. 

FROM— THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

TO— H. T. COLEBROOKE. 

Fort William, 23rd July 1798. 

^ ^ aS k een judged proper to appoint a Minister on the part 
overnment to the Court of Maha Rajah Raggojee Bhoosla, Rajah 
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of Berar, I, the Right Hon’ble Richard Earl of Mornington, K.P., Governor 
General in Council, in virtue of the powers vested in me by the King 
and Parliament of Great Britain and by the East India Company to direct 
■and control the political affairs of the Company’s settlements in India, 
relying on your fidelity, prudence and integrity, have appointed you my 
public minister to remain at Nagpore or such other place where the Rajah 
may reside, and in this capacity to do and transact all such business as shall 
be given to you in charge by me, and I hereby vest you with full powers 
to that effect, declaring that I will confirm whatever you may transact 
with the Rajah in my name and on my behalf according to the instructions 
with which I have furnished or shall furnish you for that purpose. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Company at Fort William in 
Bengal, the 23rd day of July in the year of Our Lord 1798. 


No. 16 Colebrooke’s interview with Raja Raghuji ; explanation of the object of his 
mission. Raja consents to the march of British troops through Cuttack. 
Preliminary discussion about a quadruple alliance against Tipu. 

FROM— THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 26th March 1799. 

I had yesterday a private conference with Raghojee Bhoonsla, at which 
liis Dewan, Moonshee and Chittanwees were present, and I beg leave to 
report the particulars of it from minutes taken immediately after my return 
from the Durbar. 

At this, as at the preceding interview, the conversation was for the most 
carried on through the medium of the Moonshee, who spoke to me in 
Persian and to the Rajah in the Marhatta tongue. The Rajah seems 
unwilling to speak Hindoostannee, with which he is not very conversant 
and he himself desired me to use the Persian language. 

After some consultation with the Ministers, the Moonshee opened the 
conference by saying Your Lordship has intimated that some particulars, 
not trusted to epistolary* correspondence, would be explained by my 
verbal communications, and the Rajah was therefore solicitous to hear 
what I had in charge to communicate. In reply I observed that he had 
announced the wish of disclosing his sentiments on some important 
subjects which occupied his mind, and in consequence thereof to assure 
him of Your Lordship’s friendly sentiments I attended his Court, but, if 
more agreeable to him, I would ask the previous explanation of his 
sentiments. After a short consultation the Raja told me the Moonshee 
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should deliver what had been the object of his (Ragojee’s) requesting 
my mission. Sridher Pundit accordingly proceeded to state that when the 
Rajah wrote the letter alluded to, the Peshwaaswell as the Nizam had been 
called upon by the British Government to prepare for reciprocal defence 
against the hostile designs of Tippoo Sultan, but no intimation had been 
given to the Rajah, although as an ancient and faithful friend he took so 
great an interest in what concerned the Company. On the subject of 
this pretended slight he enlarged, but not so as to lead me to believe that 
it had been really felt as such, but rather that he wished to become a party 
to the alliance against Tippoo. I offered immediately to reply, but he 
proposed first to complete the explanation of the objects of the Rajah’s 
letter of April last. 

He then proceeded to say that the distracted state of affairs at Poona 
had engaged the Nizam’s and the Rajah’s attention at a distance and on 
the spot. That ultimately Bajee Raw was raised to the Peshwaship and 
Ragojee had acquiesced therein, but after his return from Poona (Nana ?) 
had been imprisoned and affairs had become more confused than ever.. 
It therefore seemed expedient that the Rajah should write to concert such 
measures as the circumstances of the times called for. These were, he 
said, the two points which gave occasion to the letter above mentioned, 
and the whole of what the Rajah had directed him to communicate. 


I replied that there had not been the smallest grounds for thinking 
himself slighted, that measures such as he had stated had not been taken 
at the time he mentioned. This the Rajah would perceive on referring 
to Your Lordship’s declaration. That, meantime it had been determined 
to depute to his Court, which had rendered the communication of 
intelligence through another channel unnecessary, and that what I might 
probably have had your orders to inform him of verbally had I arrived 
earlier, was superseded by the turn affairs had now taken, of which the 
earliest notice had been given to him by Your Lordship’s letter delivered 
to him at the last interview. 

Under the impression I had received of the real drift of what had been 
said, I judged this to be a better opportunity than I had even expected for 
opening a negotiation as commanded by Your Lordship. I, therefore, 
added that so far from making a secret to him of measures taken to defeat 
the designs of Tippoo, Your Lordship considered him as a party to the 
existing defensive alliance with the Paishwa, in which he as a Marhatta 
State was included. That since the enemies of the allied States had 
shown their hostile disposition, it seemed advisable for the common 
e ence to defend by a treaty of quadruple alliance, on the basis of the 
trip e one, his engagements as a party virtually included in the existing 
treaty with the Peshwa and the Nizam. 

, ot ber topic of the Moonshee s discourse, I endeavoured to give 

most = uarded answer by saying that Your Lordship would no doubt 


j t 





f t 

II 
* ! 


im v 

.always see v 
certainly b 
his power 

The M' 

propcsifinr 

gratifying I 
conclusion 
to conside 
advanced 
subject th 
adjusted. 
Rajah’s hi 
engaged tr 

Apprchc 
•an apparer 
Moons hee, 
expressed 
alliance. 1 
make four 
alliance wi 
the new m 
Rajah s vi 
constitute 
with all f 
I furthers 
treaty uni 
it was int 
with and 
blown to 

t° compre 
the Nizar 

-Ndged pr 
n °t for tl 

already f 
c °nferen c 

hut his C( 
the ne?0( 

,n %ha 

[could 
^ Wnts 

S>Pn ehe 
knn rende, 

So « the ft 

"“>■ PKiit 


I 



21 


1799 ] BEGINNING OF CLOSER RELATIONS WITH THE BRITISH 

•always see with regret any distraction in the affairs of Poona and would 
-certainly have great pleasure in securing Bajee Raw’s full enjoyment of 
his power and authority. 

The Moonshee by the Rajah’s directions told me in reply that the 
proposition I had hinted of a treaty between the two States was highly 
gratifying to the Rajah, and the very thing he most wished ; that after the 
conclusion of it [and not] during the negotiation, would be the best time 
to consider and discuss other matters ; that this conference having 
advanced so far, he would propose two or three other meetings on the 
subject thus opened, and at which everything might be discussed and 
adjusted. In the course of his reply the Moonshee seemed to disclaim the 
Rajah’s being virtually a party to the existing treaty or any otherwise 
engaged to us than as an ancient and sincere friend. 

Apprehending inconvenience in the progress of the negotiation from 
an apparent misapprehension which struck me in the term used by the 
Moonshee, “ between the two States ”, I asked him whether he had 
expressed to the Rajah the term I had employed, a treaty of quadruple 
alliance. He said he had not, and asked what occasion there could be to 
make four states parties to a new treaty when we already had a treaty of 
alliance with two of them, and which very treaty I named as the basis of 
the new one. In reply, I repeated what I had already said respecting the 
Rajah’s virtual engagements, and added that a separate treaty would 
constitute an alliance with the British Government only, instead of being 
with all the allies, and to obviate an answer he seemed prepared to make 
I further said that it might, perhaps, be deemed uncandid to make a separate 
treaty unknown to or exclusive of the other allies. He asked me, whether 
it was indispensably necessary to make both the other States acquainted 
with and parties to the treaty. I answered, that whether it were made 
known to the Peshwa immediately or not, it would, I supposed, be proper 
to comprehend him and this might be done by concerting the treaty with 
the Nizam and allowing the Peshwa the option of acceding to it when he 
judged proper. I added that I mention this merely by way of explanation, 
not for the purpose of inducing a present discussion when the Rajah had 
already deferred the further consideration of the subject to a future 
conference. Sridher Pundit explained this to the Rajah who acquiesced, 
but his countenance indicated that he would have been better pleased with 
the negotiation of a separate treaty, and that he felt some disappointment 
in my having proposed a joint one. 

I could have wished to have obtained more full disclosure of the Rajah’s 
sentiments before I added anything to what I first said, but the 
misapprehension arising from the Moonshee ’s suppression of a single 
term rendered an explanation necessary, and it seemed the. more strongly 
:so as the Rajah’s motives for wishing a separate rather than a joint treaty 
may possibly be incompatible with his duties to . the Peshwa. His 
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unwillingness to acknowledge himself bound by the existing engagements of 
the Peshwa, the terms used in removing the acknowledgments of such an 
obligation, that which was employed in speaking of Bajee Rao’s elevation,, 
joined to the hint I received from Bissumbur Pundit and which I had the 
honour to mention to Your Lordship, all co-operated with the 
impression of Your Lordship’s particular injunctions on my mind to make 
me under necessity of being so far explicit with the view of discouraging 
in the earliest stage of the business any sentiments the Rajah may have 
entertained, inconsistent with his duty to the Peshwa. 

I -have reason to believe that in every other respect, and I am perhaps, 
unfounded in making any exception, the Rajah’s disposition, as well as 
his interests, are such as Your Lordship wishes them to be. I cannot 
however yet hazard a decided opinion on his secret views, nor even on his. 
strength and resources. 

I beg leave to inform you that the Rajah has given the consent required, 
of him, for the march of troops through Berar*. 


No. 17 Copy of the Governor General’s letter to the Resident at Hyderabad is sent by 
him to the Resident at Nagpur in order to keep him well posted with the- 
affairs at Poona and Hyderabad in proposing an alliance with the Raja. 

FROM-GOVERNOR-GENERAL (MORN1NGT ON), 

TO— THE RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD. 

Fort St. George, 26th April 1799. 

The accounts which I have received from yourself and from the- 
Resident at Poona respecting the treacherous designs of Dowlut Row 
Sindia, either singly or in concert with the Paishwa, against the Nizam in 
the first instance, and ultimately against the Company, have induced me- 
to transmit to Colonel Palmer and Mr. Colebrooke (the Resident at 
Nagpore) the instructions of which copies are enclosed. 

I refer you to those instructions for a knowledge of the light in which 
I view the conduct of the Paishwa and Dowlut Row Sindia, and of the 
general measures which I have determined to pursue in consequence. 

You will immediately assure the Nizam and Azim-ul-Omrah at a. 
private audience, of my determination not only to support His Highness, 
whenever circumstances shall admit, with the whole force of the Company 
against any power whatever, which shall dare to disturb His Highness’s 

omimons while he is engaged m the faithful and zealous discharge 
° • , 'L. en § a gements. to the British Government, but also to join- 
v* 1 is Highness in infl icting the most signal chastisement on the- 

* Cleaning thereby the Raja’s territory viz., Orissa. [Ed.]. 
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aggressor. And when the occasion may appear to you to require it (which 
would be when the designs of Sindia were openly avowed) I authorize you 
to repeat the same assurances to the Nizam in the most public and 
impressive manner. 

You will lose no time in entering with Azim-ul-Omrah upon the 
consideration and discussion of the treaty which I propose to conclude 
between the Company, the Nizam, and the Rajah of Berar. The general 
principles on which I propose to found this treaty, are stated in my letter 
of the 25th instant to the Resident at Nagpore, with whom you will 
communicate with a view to the arrangement of the articles in detail. 

You must be particularly careful to insist on the article by which I propose 
to reserve tothePaishwatherightof acceding to the new alliance. 

I have great satisfaction in enclosing an extract of a letter which I have 
lately received from General Harris, respecting the conduct of His 
Highness’s troops serving with the army in Mysore. I desire you will 
communicate this extract to His Highness and to Azim-ul-Omrah in public 
Durbar, accompanying the communication with suitable declarations 
of my satisfaction on the occasion. 


r 


No. 18 — The Governor General with a view to crushing the growing and menacing 
power of Sindhia proposes forming an alliance with the Nizam and the 
Raja of Nagpur, and explains to the Resident the principles upon which 
such an alliance should be formed. 

FROM— THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL (MORNINGTON), 

TO-HENRY COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR.* 

Fort William, 25th April 1799. 


You will herewith receive copies of two letters and inclosures lately 
received from the Resident at Poona and dated the 8th and 12th of April. 
You will also receive a copy of a letter to me from the Resident 
at Hyderabad dated the 17th instant. 

The proof furnished by these papers of the hostile designs of Sindia 
against the Nizam, in the first instance, and ultimately against the 
Company, demands the adoption of immediate measures for repelling 
any attempt which Sindia may make upon the Nizam’s territories. 

With this view I direct that you arrange with the Court of Nagpore, in 
i concert with that of Hyderabad, as speedily as possible, a treaty of 
j- defensive alliance between the Company, the Nizam, and the Rajah of 

l : . 

* Similar letters despatched by the Governor General to the Residents of Poona and 
Hydarabad on 3rd March 1799 in connection with the same subject have not been reproduced 
here as they have been printed by Martin, Vol. I, CL and CLI. 




NAGPUR AFFAIRS 


24 


[April 


Berar, and their successors expressly framed to counteract the hostile 
projects of Dolut Row Sindia. 

! The sole obj’ect of the treaty must be the mutual defence of the 
! territories of the contracting Powers against any attack of Doulut Row 
I Sindia. But care must be taken to provide that the attack of any part of 
| the territories of the Nawaub of Oude shall be considered as an attack 
upon the Company’s possessions. 

With respect to the participation of eventual conquest from Doulut 
Row Sindia, in case of any rupture between him and the contracting 
Powers, this and other details cannot, perhaps, be better adjusted than 
upon the principles of the treaties of Pangul and Poona. 

An article must be inserted in the treaty for the purpose of enabling 
the Peshwa to accede to the alliance within a period of one month from 
tne date of his being invited to do so by the British Government. 

The Resident at Hyderabad will receive instructions from me to 
communicate with the Nizam on the subject of the present instructions,' 
and to transmit to you with all practicable despatch the result of the 
deliberations of the Court of Hyderabad on the occasion. 

You will observe that the absence of the greatest and most efficient 
part of the Nizam’s forces in Mysore, joined to the inability of the 
Company in the present conjuncture to afford him any prompt assistance 
m troops, leaves His Highness’s territories considerably exposed to the 
attempts of Sindia. It is therefore extremely desirable, and it. must be 
nearly the object of your care to engage the Rajah of Berar to place his 
army without delay in such a position as may best enable him, in the 
event of hostilities with Sindia, to afford the Nizam most speedy and 
effectual aid either by a junction with the Nizam’s forces, or by a powerful 
diversion on the side of Sindia’s possessions in Malwah. 


No. 19 The 

Resident reports his interview with the Raja. The Raja expressed 
willingness to join in the alliance on the condition of a share in the 
conquests from Tipu. 

FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, (MORNINGTON). 

Nagpur, 26th April 1799. 

. distant I sent a message to remind the Rajah that a long 

time a elapsed since our last conference. He prevented the delivery of 
e message by himself appointing the next morning for an interview, 
po ogising at the same time for the delay which had occurred. 
e °n im accordingly, and he opened the conference by fully acceding 
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"to the proposal of a treaty of alliance, which he said, was highly proper and 
acceptable, since it would confirm and strengthen the bonds of friend- 
ship and would not only be satisfactory to the Nizam and Peshwah, but 
would also increase the existing friendship with those Powers. The 
Moonshee then proceeded to ask in the Rajah’s name a fuller explanation of 
the form in which I proposed that the treaty should be formed. I stated 
in reply that it would contain a reciprocal guarantee of the possessions of 
the contracting parties, including the rights of their allies, so that in case 
of aggression by an enemy of the allied states they would all co-operate to 
repel the enemy. 

2. The Rajah acquiesced therein, and after many apologies for 
introducing the subject said that the territories of the Company, Nizam 
and Peshwa bordered on those of Tippoo, that his ( territories ) did not ; 
that the allied states had partaken of the distresses and hazards of a war 
in which they were all immediately interested and they had participated 
in the fruits of victory. If then, in consequence of the alliance now agreed 
on, he should share the afflictions, he ought also to participate in the benefits 
of war. That he did not state this as an excuse or objection, for he was 
at all events ready to enter into the proposed alliance. 

3. I replied that although he was less immediately exposed to the 
hostile attempts of Tippoo, yet he had an ultimate interest in the common 
defence against an ambitious foe, and that my proposal having been confined 
to a defensive alliance, there seemed no occasion to consider a subject which 
belonged to a treaty of offensive alliance. He replied that as defensive 
engagements might sooner or later involve him in a war, it was desirable 
to provide now for so probable a contingency. He proposed to me 
therefore to consider the subject at my leisure or to report it to Your 
Lordship and wait your orders. I intimated that I should report what 
had been now said to Your Lordship. He then desired that to prevent 
mistakes, I would communicate to him what I might state as the substance 
of his discourse. I proposed that he should rather give me a written note 
of it, and I would on compliance with a wish he had before intimated to me, 
deliver a similar note of the proposal I made at the former conference. 
This was agreed to and accordingly I next day sent the unsigned note, 
a translation of which is enclosed. The Raja appointed an interview 
for the following day, but the death of a relation obliged him to postpone 
it, and he this morning sent his Ministers who delivered to me a note 
recapitulating the conversation which passed at the last conference. 

I enclose (No. 2) a translation of so much of it as recites the proposition 
made by the Rajah. 

4. In the course of the conversation of this day’s meeting, the Ministers 
■confirmed to me that the Rajah accedes without reservation to the proposal 
of a defensive alliance, and offers moreover to take an immediate part 
in the offensive operations against Tippoo, but submits to Your Lordship’s 










consideration the question of his participation in subsequent conquests. 
I can perceive in the conversation both of the Rajah and of his Ministers 
great eagerness and solicitude which, if permanent, would fully meet Your 
Lordship's wishes. Should you, in the event of the war being protracted 
to a second campaign, think it advisable to call for the Rajah’s co-operation,, 
he has desired that the negotiation may not be made known to the Courts 
of Poona and Hyderabad in its present state. I shall inform Captain 
Kirkpatrick how he would wish it to be represented until Your Lordship’s 
pleasure be known. 


No. 20- "Colebrooke reports another interview with the Raja when he discussed 
a defensive alliance against Sindhia. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 

Nagpur, 25th May 1799. 

I have had the honour to acknowledge your instructions of the 
25th ultimo received on the evening of the 1 4th instant. For the reasons 
mentioned in my address of the 1 6th I did not demand a private audience 
of Rajah Raghojee Bhoonsla until the 20th, on which date I had the 
satisfaction to receive copies of Your Lordship’s instructions to Captain 
Kirkpatrick and information from him of the result of hip deliberations 
with the Court of Hyderabad, all which prove to have been as necessary 
for my guidance as I expected to find them. I immediately sent a message 
to the Rajah requesting a private audience and met him that day by 
appointment and again the following evening. His Dewan, Moonshee 
and Chittanwees and my own Moonshee were the only persons present, 
besides the Rajah s son, who both days came in towards the close of a very 
long sitting. 

The first day I opened the conference by 'saying, that it was 
incumbent on States connected by friendship with Nizam Ali Khan to 
concert measures for the defence of his dominions against the 
meditated aggressions of secret or avowed enemies, that on a former 
occasion the Rajah had himself expressed such sentiments? and that the 
PI T Se I* circumstances being similar, I had no doubt his sentiments were. 

I A 2 l ame ' .^ e assu red of his sincere attachment to the Nizam and 
^Y e meditated aggressions. I named Dowlut Row Sindia. The 
oonshee Sndher Pundit then repeated what I had the honour to report 
o our Lordship in my last address relative to the different aspect of 
“S'! nc ! W anc ^ Hear. He added that Dowlut Row Sindia was 
cient y employed by his domestic contests now fomented by Pursaram 
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Bhow, and could not be at leisure to resume hostile designs against the 
Nizam, and he asked, if these projects were real, did the Peshwa authorize 
or connive at them. 

Not having Your Lordship's instructions to disclose the Peshwa’s 
treachery, I said, was it possible that one who was bound by the obligations 
of treaties, should give any sanction to hostile designs against his own ally. 
This was received as a direct denial, and I therefore took a subsequent 
opportunity of insinuating that under the awe of Dowlut Row Sindia’s 
power the Peshwa might perhaps be compelled to give an apparent sanction 
to proceedings which, in his heart, he disapproved. As I seemed to mean 
only a future possible contingency the hint appeared to make no impression 
on the Rajah’s mind, and I did not venture to make it more pointed. 

.In the meantime the Moonshee had said, by the Rajah’s directions, 
Dowlut Row Sindia was a servant of the Peshwa. If then he should form 
designs against the Nizam’s territories without or against his Superior’s 
consent, he would be forbidden by the Poona Government, and should 
he disobey, measures must be then resorted to for the purpose of reducing 
him to obedience, in which case the Rajah would doubtless be called 
on to support the Peshwa’s authority. However, no orders had been yet 
received from Poona on this subject. 

I replied that if the Peshwa fully possessed a due control over 
Dowlut Row Sindia circumstances might have been very different. But 
far as Dowlut Row Sindia was from pursuing the conduct which became 
him as a subordinate member of the Mahratta Empire, it would not be 
sufficient to rely on the means the Rajah had pointed out for checking 
his designs, and more effectual measures must be taken. 

Hitherto the subject had been treated with a coldness very- 
inconsistent with the sentiments I previously supposed the Rajah to 
entertain, and I had therefore advanced with caution towards the object 
of my instructions ; but at this period of the conference the Rajah observed 
that the subject was of a very delicate nature, and more than usual 
precautions were necessary to prevent the conversations being overheard. 
After such precautions had been taken and the Rajah had consulted long 
with his Ministers, he said he was himself bound by defensive engagements 
to assist the Nizam, in case of his territories being invaded. If then Dowlut 
Row Sindia should proceed to execute the projects ascribed to him, he, 
Raghojee, would co-operate in chastizing him. I said prevention would 
be better than punishment, and present measures should therefore be 
concerted which may force Sindia to relinquish his designs, or if he should 
pursue, that might facilitate the repelling of his aggressions. Being asked 
what measures I meant to recommend, I then proceeded to the proposal 
of a treaty of defensive alliance in the terms ofYour Lordship’s instructions. 
The Rajah expressed himself well disposed to accede to the proposal, 
but desired to postpone the further discussion of this matter until the next 
day, after he should have maturely considered it. 
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In the course of the conversation when I had remarked that the 
Peshwa possessed not a due control over Dowlut Row Sindia’s conduct, 
Sridher Pundit asked me whether he should state it to the Rajah as a 
proposition for concerting measures to restore the Peshwa’s authority. 
I said I had mentioned it incidentally, but had no objection to the present 
discussion of that subject and to hear the Rajah’s sentiments upon it. As 
he did not in my presence interpret this to the Rajah, I have not reported 
it in its place as a part of the conversation. Perhaps an inference may be 
built on this passage that the Rajah would be willing to concert the measures 
of restoring order to the Poona Government, although he does not propose 
the subject himself. 

The next day the conference was opened on the part of the Rajah 
by saying it would be better to give the Peshwa the proposed option before 
the conclusion of the treaty. If he acceded to the invitation the treaty 
might be at once framed in the shape of a quadruple alliance, or if he 
refused, one of triple alliance might be subsequently arranged ; the 
Peshwa would have ]ust right to complain of clandestine proceedings, if 
the Rajah entered into the proposed engagements without such previous 
option being given to him. 

To the various arguments I used against this proposition, he 
answered that the delay would be productive of no such ill consequence 
as I objected, since he considered himself as already bound by his verbal 
declaration, and would act promptly if hostilities should in the mean time 
be actually commenced. Secondly, when I objected that ' written 
engagements would be more definite, he said, “ Did I doubt his faithful 
adherence to a verbal promise?” Thirdly, when after complimenting 
him in Your Lordship’s name on his known probity I objected the possible 
misconception of a verbal communication, he said this might be obviated 
by his perusing and acknowledging a statement thereof drawn by me. 
Fourthly, when I urged that the present confused state of affairs at Poona 
not permitting the previous communication to the Peshwa, he said that 
the British Government was ever faithful to its engagements and 
attentive to the dues of friendship and therefore insisted on a clause 
comprehending the Peshwa, if he chose to accede. The Rajah would not 
acknowledge that the state of affairs at Poona was such as could justify 
him in not previously consulting the Peshwa, so long as Bajee Row has not 
deserved such neglect from him. 

he Rajah endeavoured to vindicate his own consistency in 
agreeing to the former proposal of a similar clause and objecting to it in 
t>s instance, ky saying that as we already had defensive engagements with 

e es wa and the Nizam against Tippoo, and he was in alliance with those 

l' Ver ^’ * e British Government and himself were in respect of each 

td • G j° n ^ new P art ^ es > but that defensive engagements against Dowlut 

+r , m la w . ere new to parties intended to be comprehended in the 

treaty now agitated. 
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In an earlier stage of the conversation Sridhef Pundit had asked 
me whether this was to be a separate treaty or blended with that before 
proposed ; I said a separate one, at which the Rajah showed much 
satisfaction, and on this, as on several other occasions, he expressed great 
solicitude to be made early acquainted with Your Lordship’s sentiments 
on the proposition repeated in my address of the 26th ultimo. 

During this conference I took an opportunity of recommending to the 
Rajah to place his army in a position to afford to the Nizam the most 
speedy and effectual aid. He said he already had near the Nizam’s 
frontier a sufficient force, I said it would be nevertheless advisable that 
his army should make a movement which might serve to awe Sindia. 
He acquiesced, but the choice of the post was reserved for further 
consideration. 

The Rajah proposed to send a confidential person with a letter 
to Sindia written in strong terms, declaring that if Dowlut Row Sindia 
invaded the Nizam’s dominions, the Rajah would employ his whole force 
to chastize him. This, he said, would more than probably induce Dowlut 
Row Sindia to relinquish his designs. I at first declined the offer on the 
ground that it might prematurely make- known to Dowlut Row Sindia 
the detection of his scheme. I afterwards took the proposal in reference 
to Your Lordship, and said I should report and inform the Rajah of Your 
Lordship’s sentiments on it. 

At the close of the conference I again reverted to the proposal 
I had made, but with no further success. The arguments used have been 
already briefly stated in the 9th paragraph of this address. Finding it 
impossible to prevail unless I could disclose the treachery of the Peshwa 
I desisted, and the sitting broke up at a very late hour. 

The next day Sridher Pundit told my Moonshee in confidence that the 
Vakeel at Hyderabad informed the Rajah of deliberations having been there 
held ; a similar proposition would, the Vakeel added, be opened by 
me, but the negotiation would not improbably fail at Hyderabad, it being- 
only suitable to Azim-ul-Omrah s own views and not likely to be approved 
by the Nizam himself. The Vakeel has been evidently misinformed 
and has mistaken the project of a defensive alliance for that of an offensive 
one. I have directed my Moonshee to make this remark to Sridher Pundit 
in pointed terms. I apprehend the impression must nevertheless remain 
and continue to render the Rajah averse from acceding to the proposal 
in its full extent, until I can announce to him the Nizam having agreed to 
it and made known to him Bajee Row’s treachery. 

On the 23rd, having completed a Persian statement of the substance 
of both conferences for a purpose explained in the 9th paragraph of his 
address, I sent it by my Moonshee to be perused and its accuracy 
acknowledged by the Rajah. I left blanks for the name of the place and 
for the date to which and when the army is to move, and I directed him 
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to urge the immediate filling up of those blanks with my concurrence. 
J3ut he has not yet seen the Rajah, who was that day indisposed, and who 
still remains encamped near the Cunhhn river where I shall rejoin him 
if his stay there be prolonged. 

I hope Your Lordship will approve my not acknowledging that 
Bajee Row authorizes or connives at Dowlut Row Sindia’s projects. 
I believe the negotiation would be sooner successful were that fact made 
known to Ragojee, but not having had any confidential communications 
from him of his real sentiments respecting affairs at Poona, nor instructions 
from Your Lordship for disclosing to him Bajee Row’s treachery, I could 
not take upon me to do so. In the answer I gave to the question mentioned 
in the 11th paragraph of his address I was governed by the consideration 
that Your Lordship’s instructions of the 3rd March and 25th April are 
separate, and if the former instructions are superseded by the last, it may 
be Your Lordship’s pleasure that the former negotiation should be dropped, 
or perhaps, on the other hand, that it should be pursued independent of 
the present one. 


-No. 21 Colebrooke expresses a hope of winning the confidence and help of Sridhar 
Pandit in the object of his mission. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 

Nagpur, 25th June 1799. 

I had last the honour to address Your Lordship on the 30th ultimo. 
Rajah Raghojee Bhoonsla went two days afterwards on a hunting 
excursion from which he only returned to partake with the Musalmans 
of his Court in the ceremonies of the Mohurrum. For the reasons which 
I had the honour to mention in my letters to Your Lordship of the 25th 
and 30th ultimo, I have not yet thought it advisable since his return to 
ask an audience on the subject of the last private conferences, and, the 
sickness of my principal Moonshee (who has been compelled by ill-health 
to return to Benares) prevented my prosecuting the negotiation through 
him with the Rajah’s Minister. 

2. On the departure of my principal native servant, I directed my 
other Moonshee to cultivate Sridher Pundit’s acquaintance which he seems 
to have done successfully, and I have lately received from Sridher the 
strongest assurances of his devotion to the British Government and of 
is zeal to forward the views I may have at this Court. His professions 
are so very strong that I should much distrust their sincerity, were I not 
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satisfied that he is guided by his father Kishen* Rao, in whom, I am well 
assured, I may confide. Kishen Rao and Sridher have great influence 
with the Rajah, and their opinion chiefly guides him in his foreign 
transactions. On this account I foresee great advantage in prosecuting 
negotiations through their intervention. It appears to be the best mode of 
obtaining Kishen Rao’s assistance as he never attends the Durbar, and is 
therefore consulted at second hand on the matters discussed at my 
•conferences with the Rajah. 

3. Upon these considerations and with the view of putting Sridher’s 
sincerity to the test, I instructed my Moonshcc to ask of him and Kishen 
Rao a free communication of the- Rajah's sentiments respecting affairs 
•at Poona, and their advice for bringing to a successful issue the negotiation 
opened at the last private audience. 

4. The despatches I yesterday received from the Resident at Hyderabad 
determined me to adopt this measure, preparatory to the further steps I shall 
be enabled to take on the receipt of the promised letter from the Nizam 
or Azim-ul-Omrah. The same despatch likewise furnished me with proofs 
of Sindia’s hostile conduct, which I may adduce to convince the Rajah’s 
minister that such is Sindia’s disposition ; my instructions to the 
Moonshce arc founded thereon and he is also prepared again to urge 
arguments similar to those I employed at the conferences formerly 
reported to Your Lordship. 

5. He has this day had a short conversation with Sridher Pundit which 
was interrupted before he had made much progress in fulfilling his 
instructions, but from his report of what passed, I am encouraged to 
expect very good effects from the step I have taken. 


No. 22 Colcbrookc is directed to settle the frontier question between the 
Company’s territory and the Raja’s, near Midnapore. 


FROM-G. H. BARLOW, ESQ., SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 
TO -THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 


l7th June 1799. 


I am directed by the Hon’ble the Vice-President in Council to transmit 
To you the enclosed extract of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Watson, 
respecting a late inroad made by some marauders from the Mahratta 
territories contiguous to the frontier of Midnapore, and to desire that 
you will make the necessary application to the Rajah of Berar to take 
effectual measures for preventing similar incursions in future and for 
punishing the authors of the present outrage. 

* His real name was Laxman. Colebrooke corrects it subsequently in his despatch dated 9th 
August 1799. Ed. 
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The frays and disputes, which occur between the zamindars on the 
Midnapore frontier and those under the Mahratta jurisdiction, having 
been ascribed in a great degree to the villages and lands of the respective 
States on the frontier being so intermixed, that a village or tract of country 
belonging to one State is often situated at a considerable distance within 
the general line of the other, a copy of all the papers on this subject will 
be forwarded to you for your information, and the Vice-President in 
Council will suggest to the Right Hon’ble the Governor General in 
Council for his consideration how far it may be expedient to authorize 
you to enter into a negotiation with the Rajah of Berar for an exchange: 
of the villages or lands in question, so as to form a regular and an 
uninterrupted line of frontier between the two countries and thereby 
remove the ground of the evil in question. 


No. 23 Colebrooke sends to the Raja copies of documents seized in Tipu’s 
palace showing his faithlessness and enmity towards the British, the 
Nizam _ and the Marathas. Sridhar Pandit assures Colebrooke’s 
Munshi that Daulatrao Sindhia does not entertain any hostile designs, 
against the British. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO—THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL, (MORNINGTON). 

Nagpur, 11th July 1799. 

I had the honour to receive the printed documents found in Tippoo 
Sultan s palace (and translations of three of them) which -were forwarded 
to me by Your Lordship s commands. Conceiving it to be your pleasure 
that the documents alluded to should be communicated to this Court, 

I intimated to Raghojee Bhonsla that I had received such papers, and 
would send a translation of the substance of them for his perusal. He 
expressed much curiosity to see it. In preparing a translation in abstract 
of the remaining papers (whereof a literal version had not been received), 

I took care to insert all passages which manifest the inveterate enmity 
and ambitious projects of Tippo Sultan against the British Government, 
t e Nizam and the Marhatta States ; and I directed my Moonshee to 
weig up°n such passages at their perusal and upon others which as fully 
pr .°^ e 1 e faithlessness of Tippoo Sultan in soliciting an offensive alliance 
•' rance immediately after the conclusion of the peace of Seringapattam, 

• f ^ ue . n ^ y re newmg his solicitations without the pretence of injury 
” _ r . acf:ion of treaties, and finally in sending an embassy to France at the 
RnV W 6n P r °f essec i a desire to receive an ambassador from the 

Dntish Government. 
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These documents seem to have made all the impression upon this 
Court, which could have been wished from them. The remarks of Rajah 
Raghojee Bhonsla and his ministers on the subject of them have been 
apposite, and such as shew a just notion of the late Sultan s ambitious 
and malignant temper and of his unprovoked aggressions on the English 
Government. The Rajah has returned his acknowledgments for the 
communication. 

Sridher Pundit has not yet fulfilled his promise of giving the 
information which was required of him as reported in my last address. 
My Moonshee reminded him of the subject by my orders, but he again 
postponed it. He assures me that authentic intelligence has been received 
of Dowlut Row’s having withdrawn his troops from the Nizam’s frontier, 
and remarks with some self-approbation that the event confirms the Rajah’s 
and his own opinion of,Dowlut'Row’s not having entertained hostile designs. 
He adds that Sindia will soon return to Hindustan. His intelligence 
was partly confirmed by what Captain Kirkpatrick had lately communicated 
to me ; but I did not think it necessary to make any immediate answer 
combating the inference Sridher Pundit draws from the present pacific 
measures of Sindia. 


No. 24 — The Resident reports to the Governor-General on the strength of the Raja’s 
army, revenue and treasure. He comments on the Nagpur military and 
other services as ill paid, lax of discipline and inefficient. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOK, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 9th August 1799. 

Having now obtained more accurate information than I had been able 
to procure, when I had the honour to address Your Lordship on the subject 
of the Rajah of Berar’s strength and resources, I beg leave to correct the 
information then submitted to Your Lordship, and shall again resume the 
subject when I have succeeded in procuring authentic returns of his forces 
and genuine accounts of his revenues. From the nature of the 
Government I have found it necessary to observe delicacy and precaution 
in these researches, lest the Rajah, who is punctually informed of every- 
thing done by me, should entertain a jealousy of my inquiries, but I have 
at present reason to expect every authentic information through channels 
which will remain unsuspected. 

2. The persons from whom I first received intelligence respecting 
the military establishment of Berar*, stated it to me at its full compliment 
without a sufficient deduction for the deficiencies of the several corps which 
compose the Rajah’s army. Some time ago he raised two Brigades, the 
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*Meaning thereby the Nagpur State. (Ed.) 
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complement of which was fixed at two thousand men each including , 
regular horse, and it was intended to augment their strength to 12,000 men. 
But neither Brigade has been ever compjeted, nor have they been regularly 
recruited. Being ill paid, many of the soldiers have deserted or taken their 
discharges and the Brigades are from this and other causes, much reduced. 

I consider their strength as overrated at 15,000 men ; and I have some 
grounds for thinking, that the aggregate force of both corps falls two or 
three thousand short of that number. The troops are. very imperfectly 
. disciplined, and the artillery attached to the Brigades is far from being 
well appointed. The only conspicuous trial of them, hitherto made, was 
at the siege of Hoshangabad ,* and so little progress was then made by the 
besiegers, that the place, though strong neither by nature nor by art, would 
not have been taken, had it not been voluntarily surrendered by the 
garrison, who found themselves abandoned by the chieftain of Bhopal. 

3. Besides these Brigades, the Rajah of Berar has several corps, which 
constitute what might be termed his household troops ; namely, a body 
of Arabs ; another of Pathans ; one of foot soldiers armed with carbines ; 
a few companies of sepoys clothed, as well as armed, after the European 
model ; and several corps of Mahratta horse serving as guards. The 
establishment of infantry under one of the commanders was originally 
fixed at 4,000 men. The remaining corps of infantry never equalled 
that number. All are now much reduced through desertions occasioned 
by disgust at the want of punctuality in the payment of their allowances. 

4. The Mahratta horse, I am credibly informed, does not now exceed 
ten thousand. Upon intelligence first obtained here, I stated a greater 
number ; but I now find that the estimate included troops which are 
employed in the local duties of remote districts, and which cannot be 
counted in the effective strength of the Rajah’s army. • 

5. On reviewing the whole of the information which I at present 
possess, there appears sufficient ground for thinking, that the Rajah might 
bring into the field the number of troops mentioned in the letter I had 
the honour to address Your Lordship on the 14th April last, but the utmost 
strength of his present army does not exceed that force. The troops, 
which compose it, are neither well appointed nor properly disciplined and 
the infantry, especially, is far inferior to the regular corps in the service 
of other native Princes, who have engaged European officers to discipline 
their forces. 

6. With my former statement of the amount of the Rajah s revenue, 

I remarked that the information I had then received, was much exaggerated. 

1 am now fully confirmed in that opinion and the most correct intelligence, 
which I have yet obtained, leads me to believe that the Rajah does not 
annually realise one crore of rupees. His treasure, deposited in the 
fort. of Gawil*, would be the resource for any unusual exigency and having 

* Gawilgail, near the present hill station Chitalda in Berar. (Ed.) 
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already recurred to it on two occasions, he would probably do so again 
upon emergency. I have not made it an object of particular inquiry, but 
its reputed amount is three crores of rupees, and this does not appear 
an exaggerated estimate when the frugality, of his predecessors is 
remembered. 

7. I have already had the honour to mention to Your Lordship that 
the troops in the Rajah’s service are ill paid ; the same want of punctuality 
pervades every department of expenditure. It is attended with some 
degree of meanness in the Rajah’s dealings with those who have demands ' 
on his treasury, and the instances of such meanness, which have come to 
my knowledge, are so numerous, that I cannot but attribute its prevalency 
as much to his own temper, as to the disorder in which his finances are 
seemingly involved. With the habit of administering his own affairs 
and attending to the detail of trivial matters as well as important business, 
he could not shut his eyes to any real disorder in his finances, and it is 
difficult to believe he would deliberately frame a scale of expenditure 
surpassing his resources, while no state exigency calls for extraordinary 
•efforts. Opposing this reflexion to the appearance of pecuniary want, 

I still doubt whether his revenues be really inadequate to his standing 
expenses, and I beg leave to postpone offering a decided opinion on this 
point until I have seen the genuine accounts, which I hope to procure. 

8. The rumour of an intended visit to Poona is still very current among 
the Rajah’s own servants, and the preparations which are here made 
(apparently for a journey) tend to support its credibility. But the 
Ministers continue to deny that any such intention is really entertained, 
my Moonshee has gathered from their conversation, that intelligence 
bas been received from Poona relative to projects there agitated for 
invading the Nizam’s dominions immediately after the close of the rainy 
season, and I learn through the same channel that Raghojee Bhonsla 
entertains serious apprehensions of likewise becoming the object of Sindia’s 
•ambitious views. Last year whilst Nana was imprisoned, Raghojee 
Bhonsla dropped the expression that Sindia was mistaken if he supposed 
Nana had no defenders, for he (Raghojee) would approve himself the true 
friend of that Minister. This expression was reported to Dowlut Row, 
and is supposed to have co-operated with other circumstances to embitter 
the mutual jealousy which previously existed between Sindia arid the 
Bhonsla. I have not yet learnt what further and immediate grounds 
the Rajah has for his present apprehensions. 

9. On reverting to the copy of the cyphered despatch which I had the 
honour to address to Your Lordship under date 25th June, I observe the 
•error of a name, which I now beg leave to correct. Sridher Pundit’s 
father was there mentioned by the name of Kishen Row instead of 
Lachman Pundit. The error arose from an inadvertency in the 
cyphering of that dispatch, for which I beg leave to apologize. 

MO-III Bk Ca 1 — 3 a 
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No. 25 — Colebrooke’s estimate of the military strength of the Nagpur 
Government and its defects. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 


TO-THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, G. G. 


Nagpur, 1st October 1799. 

I have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship in my last address! that 
the Raja of Berar has sent forces to protect his territories from the 
depredations of Holkar’s troops. I supposed Jeswant Rao Holkar to be 
meant, because this chieftain has possessions near Hoshangabad and 
because he lately permitted his people to plunder in the neighbourhood 
of Oojjain. However I now learn that the persons who have made 
incursions in the Rajah of Berar’s territories belong to Casee* Rao Holkar, 
who is himself at Poona and is not supposed to have in any manner 
authorised their present proceedings. 

2. The detachment which has marched from this place does not much 
exceed two thousand infantry. It is accompanied by a small train of 
artillery and will reinforce a more considerable body of troops already 
stationed at Gurrah Mundla. Some further arrangements have been 
made by the Raja of Berar to put other parts of his western frontier in 
a posture of defence. The detail of these arrangements and the Rajah’s 
particular motives for now making them have not yet come to my. 
knowledge. Rumours do indeed prevail of hostilities impending in other 
quarters besides Hoshangabad, But what I have yet heard upon this subject 
does not appear to me entitled ,to my credit. 

3. The Rajah s Moonshee, Sridher, has of his own accord 
communicated to me the object of Narain Rao’s'f mission to this Durbar. 
He says, that the habit of mutually communicating all matters of 
importance being established between this Court and that of Poona, it 
has been thought proper to make the Rajah of Berar acquainted with all 
the particulars of the late arrangements .between Smdia and the Peshwa. 
Narain Rao has accordingly brought for his perusal documents containing 
the terms upon which an accommodation has been effected, with others 
exp anatory of the transactions which led to the present adjustment. 

t ough this communication has been made voluntarily and with every 
appeai-anee of candour, I do not think it improbable that the chief object, 

° ^ aram Rao s mission may be different. 


fVaidya, the Peshwa’s Vakil at Nagpur. 
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4. During the last and specially since troops have been 

in motion to proceed towards the frontier, I have had better opportunities 
than before of forming an opinion of the military strength of this 
Government. That part of the Raja of Berar’s infantry which, is armed 
with muskets, though constituting in the Raja’s own opinion his chief 

* str ength, does .in. reality add Tittle to his military power. The sepoys are 
so very imperfectly disciplined, that they cannot be said to have learnt 
the use of firearms ; and they are wholly ignorant of manoeuvres. The 
corps of dismounted carabineers, were it even numerous and well 
disciplined, would be insignificant, because their arms which are more 
properly blunderbusses than carabines, are ill-suited for a body of infantry. 
Concealing the corps of Arabs and of Pathans, it is sufficient to say that 
they are armed and accoutred in the oriental manner, and are not 
-accustomed to a discipline which can fit them for acting with effect in 
the field. The Artillery is (as I have already had the honour to inform 
Your Lordship) ill-appointed. The guns do indeed appear to be well 
cast ; and good cattle is allotted to the ordnance department ; but the 
gun-carriages are ill-constructed, and the ammunition and service of the 
artillery have all the defects common to the ordnance of native Powers. 

5. The Cavalry is the most efficient part of the Rajah’s military 

establishment, hisfPagga horse and that furnished by Siladars or partisans, 
do not seem inferior to the cavalry entertained in the same mode by other 
Mahratta chieftains, but the Pindarra or irregular horse adds more to the 
numbers than to the strength of his army. , 

6. On this subject I have received some information from an intelligent 
officer who lately held a principal command in the Rajah’s service. He 

• reckons the whole military establishment of Berar* at 55,000 men, including 
the irregular horse and the permanent detachments in Cuttack and in other 
remote provinces. I deem this information correct, and Your Lordship 
will perceive that it does not differ materially from that which was formerly 
submitted to your consideration. 

; 7. The radical defect of the Rajah’s military establishment appears to 

j be the irregular payment of the army. I am now fully convinced that the 
i Raja’s own temper, not the want of funds, is the cause of his withholding 
their pay from the troops. The pecuniary resources are more than 
sufficient for his expenditure. The rental of his possessions exclusive of 
late acquisitions, exhibits a gross revenue of 160 lacs of rupees. How 
much it will be increased by collections from Gurrah Mundla and other 
recent annexations is not yet accurately known. I do not implicitly 
•credit the estimates which have been mentioned to me, and which state 
the revenue expected from Gurrah Mundla at forty lacs of rupees. But 
upon a review of all the information I have lately obtained, I cannot reckon 
the gross revenue of the Rajah of Berar’s territories at an amount much 


^Meaning Nagpur. 
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Jess than two crores of rupees, and after making every necessary deduction, 
the net revenue which is realized by him must be rated higher than was 
done by me when I had before the honour to address Your Lordship upon 
this subject. It cannot be less than 125 lacs from his ancient dominions, 
and will probably amount to 1 50 lacs when the revenue of Gurrah Mundla 
is fully collected. ' * 

P.S . — I am this moment confirmed in the conjecture mentioned in 
the 3rd paragraph of this address. Sridher has promised a fuller 
communication on the subject when the further objects of Narain Rao’s 
mission have been discussed. He says, they have not been yet opened to 
the Raja ; but has given no hint of their nature. I shall have thejionour 
to address Your Lordship as soon as I obtain more certain information 
on this point. 


No. 26 The Raja asks the Resident to supply him with a copy of the treaty of 
Salbye and of the subsidiary treaty with the Nizam. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT, NAGPUR. 

TO-THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


23 rd October 1799. 


Since the date of my last address to Your Lordship, Sridher Pundithas 
explained the Rajah of Berar’s motive for requesting a perusal of the treaty- • 
between the Company and the Nizam, and has added, on the part of the 
Rajah, a request for copies of the subsidiary treaty with the Nizam, and 
of that of peace and alliance concluded with the Marhatta Empire through 
the mediation of Mahdajee Sindia.* Sridher says that in the expectation 
of soon' proceeding to the arrangement of a treaty of alliance with 
Your Lordship s Government, the Rajah is anxious to prepare himself 
or the consideration of the terms in which it may be proposed 
to him to conclude it, that not having hitherto formed written 
engagements, though always the sincere friend of the British 
Government, he has no former treaties to refer to' for the purpose of 
ma ' ng himself previously acquainted with the terms in which they are 
usua y ramed ; that he has therefore carefully perused such copies as he 
possesses of treaties between the Company and other Powers of 
j. n . UStan !; hie doubts whether his Marhatta version of the subsidiary 
”ie Nizam be sufficiently accurate, and, after the most 
- — — searc » he cannot find a transcrip t of the treaty of peace and 

Treaty of Salbye, 17th May 1782. 
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alliance with the Marhattas in which, he observes, Moodajee Bhonsla 
concurred, and to which he was indirectly a party. 

2. Although these reasons seem plausible and not open to much 
exception, I did not think it expedient to acknowledge that I had a copy 
,of the treaty of Hyderabad, and I therefore replied, that I would address 
Your Lordship on the subject and solicit copies of both treaties for Rajah 
Raghojee Bhonsla’s information. If Your Lordship should see no 
objection to a compliance with his request, I beg leave to s solicit your 
orders to the Secretary of Government to furnish me with English and 
Persian copies of the treaty mediated by Mahdajee Sindia and of such 
other treaties as Your Lordship may approve of my communicating to 
the Rajah of Berar, in case his present application should be followed 
by other similar requests. 

3. He continues to manifest great solicitude by his daily inquiries 
whether I have yet received instructions from Your Lordship. My 
answers, with little variation in the terms of them, are framed on the 
grounds of that which I had the honour to report to Your Lordship in 
my last despatches. 

4. Intelligence, of the discomfiture of Shehamet* Khan has been 
received from Berar. I do not give full credit to what has been announced 
by the Rajah’s Ministers as the news received from that quarter, because 
further Veinforcements have since marched in that direction. Preparations 
are still made for sending a train of field ordnance thither ; and two of 
the Rajah’s best battalions of sepoys, which arrived yesterday from the 
camp near Gurrah, together with one which arrived earlier, are now 
encamped under orders for marching at a moment’s warning. 


No. 27 — The Raja repeats his request for a copy of the treaty with the Nizam 
which Colebrooke evaded complying with as not being authorised by • 
the G. G. The Resident reports an inroad of the Pindaris in Berar. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 17th October 1799. 

I had yesterday an interview with Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla by invitation. 
After renewing his congratulations upon Your Lordship’s safe arrival 
at Fort William he repeated his usual inquiry whether I had yet received 
any commands from Your Lordship, or when I expected them. I replied 
in the terms of my last message to him which was reported in my address 
of the 1 3th instant, and I added that I had daily expectation of receiving 

*A Pindari chieftain nominally subordinate to Holkar. • 
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your commands. He expressed much gratification and acknowledged 
the expedience of the negotiation having remained suspended ; he added 
that, whenever it was resumed I should find him ready to enter into the 
proposed engagements. The expression was ambiguous and might 
signify his readiness to accede to a part or to the whole of the proposition 
formerly made ; wishing to avoid any immediate discussion I did not 
seek more explicit assurances but expressed in general terms my satisfaction 
at this declaration, and I find from what Sridher said this morning to 
my Moonshee, that it was meant as a pointed and unreserved assurance 
of the Rajah’s solicitude to conclude a treaty of alliance. 

2. The Rajah then asked whether I had any knowledge of the 
negotiation which was lately carried on by Colonel Palmer at Poona. 
To this direct question I thought it necessary to give a candid reply, but 
without entering into the detail of the negotiation before I am instructed 
by Your Lordship to communicate it to him, in whole or in part. 

I accordingly said that I should hereafter make known to him further 
particulars and should now therefore mention only the principal feature 
of the negotiatibn. I proceeded to say that a share of the Mysore conquest 
had been marked out for the Peshwa, not that he had entitled himself 
to it by an active co-operation in conformity with the obligations of treaty, 
but solely through Your Lordship’s generosity. That matters not having 
been satisfactory adjusted the share would, I supposed, now remain 
with the Rajah Kishen Roy.* 

3. Raja Raghojee Bhonsla hinted a question whether the share which 
had been marked out for the Peshwa was equally valuable with the portion 
allotted to the Nizam, or with the territories reserved for the Company. 

immediately said that the territories reserved as a compensation for the 
expends of the war were moreover charged with Jaghires for the sons 
o ippoo and for Kummer-ud-Deen, and on this account and other 
reasons, proportions were not made equal. 

Bhonsla inquired whether it had not been proposed to station 
a body of troops at Poona on the same terms as at Hyderabad. I said 
that several points had been discussed in the course of the negotiation, 
V e ! e °f which I had just now communicated to him. That 

the hill detail of all particulars had not yet reached me, but I should 
take an early opportunity of communicating it to him. 

5. The subject was here dropped, but he proceeded to ask me whether 
possesse a copy of the treaty between the Company and the Nizam, 
adding that he himself had a copy of it. * * * * 

”°. ^ or cibIe objections occur to me, yet I hesitate in 

without Your *1 V?/^ qUeSt , far as may regard the latest treaty) 

- — or S " 1 P s permission,^ or an opinion from the Resident 


*Of Mysore (Ed.). 
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•at Hyderabad that I may do so without impropriety. I shall therefore 
consider his request as relating to the treaty of Pangul which there cannot, 
I conceive, be any objection to his inspecting, but' should he explain it as 
relating to the treaty of Hyderabad, I shall not comply with it until I am 
honoured with Your Lordship’s commands, or receive an answer to a letter 
I have this day written to Captain Kirkpatrick. 


8. Intelligence has been very lately received here that Shehamet 
Khan has invaded and is now plundering the Rajah’s territories in Berar 
proper. Vigorous preparations are making for the immediate march 
of a large reinforcement to that quarter. A camp has been this day 
formed on the skirts of the town and the troops are expected to march 
so soon as an issue of pay shall have been made to them. The Bhonsla 
has, as I am credibly informed, received a communication from Dowlut 
Row Sindia, describing Shehamet Khan as a rebel for the chastisement 
of whom he himself has taken the necessary measures, and recommending 
it to the Bhonsla to adopt such measures as he may judge proper for the 
purpose of chastising the rebel, if he invades his territories. It is, however, 
confidentially reported that the standard of the State will be shortly erected 
to indicate Raghojee’s intention of taking the field in person. Though 
I do not entirely discredit the rumour, I am confident that the Rajah has 
no real design of taking the field at this juncture, and the incursions of the 
banditti under Shehamet Khan are certainly not of sufficient importance 
to call for that step. 


No. 28 — Yashwantrao Holkar threatens to invade the Raja’s territory to avenge 
his confinement at Nagpur. The Raja pays his unpaid troops to allay 
their discontent and prepare them to take the field. He is holding 
his nephew under strict surveillance. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO -THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 20th November 1799. 

Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla set off yesterday to meet his mother on her 
leturn from a pilgrimage to the temple of Juggunnat. He had previously 
requested me to wait his return here instead of accompanying him on 
this excursion, saying that his absence would be very short and that he 
should travel by forced marches, which it would be inconvenient for me 
to follow. I declared myself ready to attend his motions, but finding 
it was evidently his wish I should remain here, I acquiesced therein. 
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This excursion and another to the temple of Ramtelc has been long in 
Station ; both have been repeatedly postponed by the Rajah after fixing 
r or Jjj'g departure, and that with so much seeming caprice, that 
even yesterday after making some progress in his first march, he returned 
to Nagpur and again set off after an hour’s stay. The uncertainty of 
his motions was, I believe, his chief reason for requesting me to wait his 
return at this place. 

2. The numerous marauders who call themselves soldiers of Holkar 
continue to threaten the north-west frontier of the Bhonsla’s dominions. 
They are headed* by an illegitimate son of the late Tuckojee Holkar, 
named Iswant Rao, who bears the most inveterate animosity to the Rajah 
of Berar, because he was last year confined at this place for several months 
at the requisition, it is said, of Dowlut Rao Smdia. He escaped m disguise, 
and has been since employed in collecting an army of irregular troops 
with the supposed intention of taking vengeance for the inhospitable 
treatment he received here when he sought refuge at this Court from 
the oppressions of Sindia. The Rajah of Berar does not view with 
indifference these hostile preparations, but intends to chastise the marauders 
so soon as he shall be at leisure from the arrangement of some affairs 
which he thinks more urgent. I here repeat a distant intimation received 
from his Minister, but I conceive the only cause for delaying this very 
necessary measure is the discontent which has long prevailed throughout 
the Rajah of Berar ’s own troops. They have been lately very clamorous 
for their pay, but large part of their arrears has been now issued to them 
and the remainder seems to be in a train of daily liquidation. 

3. • Nothing further has transpired since the date of ,my last address 
to Your Lordship, relating to the correspondence of the Rajah’s nephew] 
with disaffected persons. Though not confined he is very strictly watched 
and is considered as a prisoner at large. 


No. 29— The Sagar Chieftain cedes Mandla to the Raja for protection against 
Meer Khan. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 9th December 1799. 

In my last address I had the honour to acquaint you that Rajah Raghojee 
Bhonsla had proceeded on an excursion to meet a part of his family 

The reference is to the bands of Pindaris under Meerkhan and others. They were not 

in fact headed by Yashwantrao. (Ed.). fGujaba Gujar. (Ed.). 
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returning from Cuttack. Nothing has since occurred here of sufficient 
moment to be reported to Your Lordship, except a cession of the Fort 
Mundela, which has been yielded to the Rajah of Berar together with 
some territory by the chieftain of Sagar. The intelligence of this event 
was received here the day preceding the Rajah’s return to Nagpur, and 
as he early intimated to me an intention of addressing a letter to Your 
Lordship on the subject, I have waited until this day, expecting to transmit 
it with the present despatch. ‘ I am informed that the Chieftain of Sagar j 
has made this cession as the purchase of protection, from the Rajah of i 
Berar against the depredations of Iswant* Rao Holkar.and that the territory \ 
ceded by him purports to be fourth part of his possession, but I do not j 
learn that any effectual steps have been yet taken to chastise the 
depredators. , 

No. 30 The Sagar Chieftain further gives up Tejgarh to the Bhonsle’s 
officers, in return for the latter’s help against Meer Khan. 

FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 6th January 1800. 

I have the honour to acquaint you that Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla returned 
yesterday from an excursion to the temple at Ramtek after an absence 
of little more than a week. As the object of the excursion was the 
performance of religious ceremonies at that temple the Rajah requested 
me to remain at this place during his absence, but to give him immediate 
.notice, should I meantime have anything to communicate to him by 
^°ur Lordship s commands. I made no difficulty in acquiescing in this 
request. 

, 2. Nothing of sufficient importance to be reported to Your Lordship 
has occurred since the date of my last despatches. The western frontier 
of the Rajah’s dominions has been sometime relieved from any present 
danger of fuither depredations by Shehamet Khan in one place, and by 
Meer Khan in another. The last named partisan has not again ventured 
to face Raghojee Bhonsla’s troops which were sent to the relief of Sagar, 
and has entirely evacuated the territories of Raghonath Rao. I do not 
learn that any final arrangements have been yet made regarding the 
proposed cession of a part of Sagar to this Government, but the fort 

Tejgarh | with the territory contiguous to it has been surrendered 
to the Bhonsla’s officers by the Chieftain of Sagar, 


■-'These were the depreciations of Meer Khan who claimed to bo a general of Holkar. (Ed A 
f See Nagpur Bakhar, p. 158. (Ed.). 
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No. 31 — The Resident makes a representation to the Bhonsle Raja against the 
perverse conduct of the Raja of Sirgooja. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE EARL OF MORNING l TON. GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 17th March 1800. 

Immediately on the receipt of Your Lordship’s commands conveyed 
to me by the Persian translator under date 12th ultimo, I sent a message 
to Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla desiring an audience for the purpose of 
delivering Your Lordship’s letter to him respecting the conduct of the 
Rajah of Sirgooja. A mourning having intervened, I could not see him 
until yesterday evening, but in the meantime, to obviate a needless loss 
of time, I communicated, through his Minister Kishen* Row, the papers 
' Explanatory to the Rajah of Sirgooja s former contumacy and present 
menacing attitude. 

2. After Your Lordships letter had been read to him, the Rajah 
immediately assured me that he would write to the Rajah of Sirgooja 
in strong and peremptory terms to forbid the assemblage of troops on 
the Company’s frontier, he added that the Rajah of Sirgooja had on his 
part represented that the zammdars of Chhota Nagpur were encroaching 
on his limits and continuing to do so, he requested therefore that orders 
should be issued to the zamindars to forbid encroachments. I replied 
t at the Rajah of Sirgooja s representation was obviously a subterfuge to 
palliate his own conduct and was therefore entitled to no credit. I then 
leminded Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla of the inattention shown to his order 
respecting the restoration of plundered cattle. He promised to reiterate 
those orders m very peremptory terms and to furnish me with a duplicate 
f t en L which I shall transmit to the Persian translator, that it may be 

orwar e , if Youi Lordship should think it proper, through the Magistrate 
at Kamgarh. 


0.^2 Cojebrooke reports how the strong place of Sambalpurwas surprised by 
the Raja of Berar’s troops. 

FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 6th April 1800. 


been snr n . Ce . was yesterday received that the fort of Sumbalpore has 
prise by the Rajah of Berar’s troops and taken with little 


*Chitnavis. 
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resistance ; this occurrence has been deemed of sufficient magnitude to 
be announced by a salute, which was yesterday fired from the park of 
artillery. 

2. Sambalpore was the principal fortress of a chief of mountaineers 
who takes his title from that place, and who holds an extensive tract of 
country between Chhatteesgarh (i.e. Rattanpore etc.) and Cuttack. He 
was nominally subject to this Government, but did almost maintain 
independency and only paid small tribute very irregularly. Governing 
a numerous .tribe of hardy mountaineers and possessing such a strong- 
hold as Sumblepore, he had been hitherto able to elude the power of 
the Rajah of Berar, and all attempts to subdue his country had been 
invariably foiled, the reduction of his strongest fastness will, it. is thought, 
be now followed by his speedy submission and by the full establishment 
of the Marhatta authority throughout his territories. 

3. The sudden attack which has been thus successful, was not 
preconcerted ; Chundojee Bhonsla, an officer of the Rajah’s troops, being 
in that neighbourhood strayed with two rocket-men into the forest of 
bamboo canes which surrounds the fort, and coming unexpectedly upon 
it, found it carelessly guarded and remarked that the wall had fallen into 
the ditch in one place. He wantonly threw a rocket into the fort, by 
which the thatched buildings it contains were accidentally set on fire. 
Observing that the garrison was busied in endeavouring to extinguish 
the fire, without suspecting the occasion of it, Chundojee sent for troops 
from the camp who arrived in time to surprise the fort. They made 
themselves masters of it and put the garrison to the sword. 

4. Should this success be followed by the complete reduction of the 
country belonging to the chief of Sambalpore, it must certainly be 
considered as an important event to the Rajah of Berar, since the strength 
of his dominion will be much increased by thus connecting different 
parts of them which were in a manner cut off from each other, while an 
almost independent chief occupied an intermediate extensive tract of 
country. 


No. 33 — The Resident is urged to negotiate an alliance with the Raja as a 
counterpoise to Sindhia’s hostile designs and to propose to him an 
exchange of the province of Cuttack. 

FROM— COL. KIRKPATRICK, SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT.. 

TO-THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 


Fort William, 16th April 1800. 


I am directed by the Right Hon’ble the Governor General to transmit 
to you the accompanying copies of letters written by direction of His 
Lordship on the 12th instant to the Residents at Poona and Hyderabad. 
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7 These letters will disclose to you the present views of the Governor 
General at the Courts of Hyderabad and Poona, and you will also perceive 
by them the degree of importance which His Lordship attaches to the 
accession of Raghojee Bhonsla to the alliances which His Lordship proposes 
forming with those Courts, and particularly to the new treaty which 
Captain Kirkpatrick has been authorized to negotiate with His Highness 
the Nizam. 

3. The objects to be attained by the proposed connection with the 
Court of Nagpur are the same as they were in February 1799, when the 
hostile designs, which Sindia was suspected on sufficient ground to entertain < 
against the Company and the Nizam, suggested the expediency of an 
union of those Powers whose interests were most endangered by 
the violence and ambition of that Chief. 

4. Circumstances have hitherto * prevented Sindia from , carrying 

into execution the hostile designs then imputed to -him, but there is 

abundant reason to apprehend that the same designs continue to be 

entertained by him, and that he only waits a favourable occasion for giving 

them effect. 

«• 

5. The death of Nana Fadnawees having recently removed one of 
the principal barriers to the ambitious projects of Sindia, the probability 
of an early renewal of those projects in his mind is considerably increased. 

Whatever the powers and resources of the Peshwa as sovereign of 
the Marhatta Empire may be, they must now be regarded as having passed 
completely into the hands of Sindia, whose means of disturbing the 
neighbours are consequently proportionately augmented. 

6. The advances which you made on the occasion referred to, appear 
to the Governor General to have been received by the Court of Nagpur 
in a manner sufficiently favourable, and the danger of theBerar Government 
from the violence and ambition of Sindia, being rather increased than 
diminished since that period, His Lordship concludes that you will 
experience no difficulty in renewing the negotiation or in conducting 
it to the desired issue. 


7. The British Government has always maintained a good 
understanding with the Government of Berar, and the policy of cultivating 
the friendship of a state whose means of disturbing us, in consequence 
of its local position with respect to our richest and most valuable 
possessions are very considerable, is sufficiently obvious. It is also 
evidently the interest of His Highness the Nizam to cultivate the utmost 
intimate friendship and union with the same State. 

8. Although it is on one hand true that as the armies of the Company 
and of the Nizam are no longer occupied in the prosecution of a distant 
and arduous war, but are entirely at liberty to watch the motions of Sindia, 
tnere is not now the same necessity for strengthening oursleves against 
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that Chief by an alliance with the Government of Bcrar, which existed 
in February 1799, yet it is equally clear on the other side, that in every 
other respect the motives to such a connection continue no less forcible 
than formerly, if they be not rather increased in consequence of intermediate 
events, and of the additional proofs which have since appeared of the 
dangerous temper and hostile designs of Sindia. 

9. The Governor General is but imperfectly informed with regard 
to the nature of the differences existing between Sindia and the Rajah 
of Berar, but His Lordship generally understands that Sindia has long 
viewed with jealousy and dissatisfactiQn both the acquisitions made of 
late years by the Bhonsla in the Malwa quarter and the favourable 
disposition which he has generally manifested towards the late Nana 
Fadnawees. 

How far or how soon these or other circumstances are likely to induce 
Sindia to attack Raghojee Bhonsla is uncertain, but the danger of the 
Berar State from the restless ambition of Sindia appears to the .Governor 
General sufficiently urgent to render it advisable for that Government 
to provide against it as soon and as effectually as possible. 

10. It is sufficiently obvious that the Court of Nagpur could not in 
any other manner so effectually guard against the danger described as 
by engaging the Company and the Nizam to guarantee its territories 
against Dowlut Row Sindia. 

It would at the same time be equally the interest of the Company and 
•of the Nizam to enter into such a guarantee. 

1 1 . For the aggrandizement of Sindia in whatever form or in whatever 
•quarter it shall occur, must be always prejudicial to our interests and to , 
that of the Nizam. It would be particularly injurious to us whenever 
It shall tend to weaken any of the barriers at present placed between ■ 
us, but it will be in an eminent degree dangerous to us, should it involve j 
the actual removal of any of those barriers, and especially of that one | 
which would lay open to a needy and unprincipled chief the rich and ; 
flourishing provinces of Bengal. It follows from hence that we are • 
scarcely less interested at this time in the safety of the Berar State from 
any hostile attack on the part of Sindia than we are from averting the 
same danger from the Government of Hyderabad. 

12. For these reasons the Governor General is decidedly of opinion 
that it continues to be highly expedien t that a defensive league should be 
entered into by. the Company, by the Nizam and by the Court of Nagpur 
against Sindia expressly, or against their enemies generally. 

13. As the security which the Rajah of Berar would derive from 
the proposed guarantee would be of the most permanent and effectual 
kind, it is reasonable to suppose that he would not be unwilling to 
purchase it at the price of such a Compromise of his claims on the Court 
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Q r Hyderabad as this Court has long wished to effect through the 
interposition of the Poona Government, and as without essentially 
affectino- the right or revenue of the Rajah would be calculated to 
establish and maintain harmony and good-will between the two States. 
It is also, the Governor General thinks, reasonable to conclude that 
in return for so important an advantage, the Rajah would make no 
difficulty in consenting to such arrangements with the British Government 
for a permanent settlement of all boundary questions and for the 
improvement of the commercial intercourse between the two countries, 
as should appear likely to promote their mutual benefit and quiet. 

14. There are other objects which it is the anxious desire of the 
Governor General to carry at the Court of Nagpur. The principal of 
these objects consists in the acquisition by the Company oLthe province 
of Cuttack for an equivalent in money or otherwise. His Lordship 
recommends the subject to your constant attention, and desires you to 
endeavour to obtain whatever information may be practicable (consistently 
with the caution necessary in so delicate a case) relative to the probable 
sentiments and inclinations of the Court of Nagpur- with regard to the 
cession or exchange alluded to. 

15. As the objects of the British Government in the proposed treaty 
i with the Rajah of Berar would be essentially promoted and secured by 

the establishment of a British subsidiary force in the Rajah’s dominions, 
the Governor General directs you at a proper and convenient stage of 
your negotiation to sound the disposition of the Court of Nagpur on 
this head, but without urging or even plainly proposing the measure, 
if you should find it at all disagreeable to that Court. In the event 
however of the Rajah’s being disposed to receive subsidiary force from 
the Company, His Lordship thinks it necessary to apprize you that he 
would readily accept a security for the payment of the subsidy of the 
troops, and even prefer to any other arrangement an assignment of such 
part of the province of Cuttack as should be adequate to the purpose, 
and should place under the management of the Company such a tract 
of territory as should establish the continuity of their dominions from 
Bengal to the northern Circars. 

16. The Governor General deems it necessary to add that two 
regiments of native Infantry with the usual proportion of artillery is 
the force which His Lordship would wish to establish at Nagpur, and 
that he will not consent to furnish to the Government of Berar a smaller 
subsidiary detachment than one regiment of native Infantry. 

17. . In the event of the Rajah’s assent to the establishment of 
a subsidiary force at Nagpur His Lordship authorizes you to detain the 
native infantry of Bengal now on its march through Berar, and a conditional 
or er. will be forwarded to the Officer Commanding the Regiment 

irectmg im to obey your requisition. The establishment of a subsidiary 
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force, in B erar is a point of such importance in the present moment, that 
_His Lordship authorizes you to agree to any reasonable conditions which 
the Rajah may annex to such an arrangement, and to accommodate the 
assignment of funds for the payment of the troops to His Highness’s 
convenience as far as may be practicable. You are therefore empowered 
to waive the considerations of any or of all the points stated in the 
preceding paragraphs excepting a reasonable accommodation of the 
Rajah’s claims on the Nizam, which the Governor General deems essential 
to the permanence of the proposed triple alliance, provided such sacrifices 
shall facilitate the establishment of a body of our troops in Berar. 

18. If the Court of Nagpur should consent to receive a permanent 
subsidiary force, and if the 1 Oth Regiment of Bengal native infantry should 
by that time have advanced too far on its way to Cawnpore to be recalled 
for this service, the Governor General will adopt the necessary measures 
for furnishing the required force with the least practicable delay. 

19. In conducting the present negotiation, you are first to sound the 
disposition of the Court of Nagpur with respect to such a treaty as the 
Resident at Poona has been authorized to conclude with the Peshwa, 
and whenever you shall learn that such a treaty has been actually 
consented to by the Peshwa and acceded to by the Nizam, you are formally 
to invite Raghojee Bhonsla to accede to the same, on such terms with 
respect to the Company as have been generally described in the preceding 
part of this letter, and with respect to the Nizam on such conditions as 
may have been previously concerted between you and Captain Kirkpatrick. 
The concessions to be made to the British Government will not be 
required in the first instance to be more particularly expressed than they 
have been in the foregoing paragraphs. That is to say, it will be sufficient 
in addition to the mutual guarantee, if suitable stipulations be introduced 
in the treaty binding the Court of Nagpur to come to an early and 
satisfactory settlement with the Company on all points relative to boundary 
questions, and to take without delay the necessary measures in concert 
with the British Government* for the purpose of establishing a free and 
well regulated commercial intercourse between the two countries. 

20. The proposed treaty with the Peshwa failing or not being likely 
to take place, Raghojee Bhonsla is then to be invited to accede to the 
separate defensive engagements which Captain Kirkpatrick has been 
instructed to conclude with the Nizam. The conditions on which the 
Court of Nagpur is to be admitted to a participation of the benefits 
of these engagements, will be the same as in the case of the proposed 
treaty with the Peshwa, and as described in the last paragraph. 

21. In every event a power is to be reserved to the Peshwa of acceding 
to any defensive alliance which shall be formed between the Company, 
the Nizam and the Rajah of Berar, whenever he shall think proper to 
do so, on the conditions enumerated on the project of the treaty contained 

Mo-m Bk Ca 1 — 4 
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in my letter of the 1 2th instant to the Resident at Poona, with the addition 
of such other stipulations as the allies may judge proper to require of 
the Peshwa, in consequence of his rejection of their first proposals. 

22. You are authorized to detain the 1 0th Regiment at the requisition 
of the Court of Nagpur previously to the formal conclusion of the 
proposed defensive alliance between the Company, the Nizam and the 
Rajah of Berar, provided you should be perfectly satisfied of the disposition 
of Raghojee Bhonsla to enter into that alliance on the prescribed 
terms. 

23. You are to ascertain, as soon as possible, the precise views of the 
Court of Nagpur in the present conjuncture, and the footing on which 
it would be willing to enter into engagements, respectively with the 
Company, with the Nizam and with the Peshwa, of the nature described 
in the present despatch and in the enclosed letters to the Residents at 
Hyderabad and Poona, and you will communicate with the utmost 
practicable expedition, every necessary information on these points to 
the Governor General, to Colonel Palmer and to Captain Kirkpatrick. 


No. 34 — Colebrooke reports the secret correspondence going on between the 
Prince of Delhi and Raghuji for an asylum to the former in the latter 1 s 
territory. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 
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Nagpur, 23rd April 1800. 

I have reason to believe that a correspondence has been opened between 
the Court of Delhi and the Rajah of Berar in consequence of an offer 
from the Bhonsla to afford an asylum tOj one of Shah Allum’s sons. 
Despatches were very lately received here from Mirza Acber Shah, and 
an answer was yesterday sent with uncommon mystery and without 
the intervention of the Ministers who are usually employed. On the 
object of this correspondence, I derive my information from a person 
who is much trusted by one of the Rajah’s most confidential servants, 
and who is paid by me for secret intelligence. According to the information 
received by him, the measure of * * * one of the King’s sons was 

agitated at this Court some months ago, and he was made acquainted with 
»t because it was once in contemplation to send him to Delhi upon this 
errand. I do. not give implicit credit to the information, because I am 
aware of motives which might induce him to amuse me with fictitious 
intelligence. But as his information was antecedent to that of the arrival 
° secret ^patches from Delhi, I think it sufficiently probable. 
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2. The Rajah’s chief object in taking this step must be connected 
with his jealousy and hatred of Sindia. His usual good sense prevents 
my attributing it solely - to the vanity of rendering his Court more 
•conspicuous by giving refuge to a Shahzadah. He may no doubt promise 
■himself some advantages, though they could not be important from the 
presence of a Prince of the royal blood in his camp, should he be forced 1 
■into hostilities by the aggressions of Sindia. 

3. I have received no further intimation since my address to Your 
Lordship dated 28th March of an intended overture from this Court 
upon subjects arising out of the accounts which were expected to follow 
the demise of Nana. It does not indeed appear from the most recent 
intelligence which has reached this place that anything decisive has yet 
happened at Poona, and so far as his personal interests only are concerned, 
the Rajah of Berar has no cause of immediate apprehension, since the 
season is now so far advanced, that even if the demand of pecuniary 
•contributions should be now made, no attempt to enforce it by arms need 
be apprehended until after the rainy season. 

4. The freebooters formerly countenanced by Jeswant Row Holkar 
and heretofore headed by a Chief Pindarah who is now in confinement 
at this place, have recommenced their depredations on the territories 
of Raghojee Bhonsla. Forces have been sent to repel their incursions. 
Troops and artillery have likewise proceeded to Sumblepore to garrison 
the fort, which was taken by surprise in the manner related in the 
desptaches I had the honour to address to Your Lordship under date 
■6th instant. 


No. 35 — The Resident informs the Governor General of the Raja’s willingness to 
join the defensive alliance, but of his having postponed further 
proceedings. 

FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 


Nagpur, 6th July 1800. 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 17th ultimo 
•enclosing an extract of a letter from the Most Noble the Governor General 
to the Resident at Hyderabad under date 15th ultimo. 

2. I request you will acquaint His Lordship th'at the Rajah of Berar 
has now declared in explicit terms his willingness to accede to an alliance 
for the purposes indicated in the overture made to him on the 2 1st May 
last. At an interview appointed yesterday for the express purpose ' of 
giving an answer to that overture, he declared his acceptance of the 
proposition it contains, and he observed that, since he himself belongs 
MO-III Bk Ca 1 — 4a 
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to the same empire with His Highness the Peshwa, he must naturally 
take a great interest in the welfare of His Highness’ Government, and 
that he therefore cannot view with indifference the proceedings of Dowlut 
Row Sindia, however unconcerned he might otherwise be in the probable 
consequence of that Chieftain’s transactions. I did not think it necessary 
to make any reply to these and other similar observations, because their 
apparent scope was merely to impress me with the notion that he feels 
no apprehensions from Sindia’s ambition and hostility. But, in answer 
to diverse questions, which the Rajah’s Minister asked me in his name- 
relative to the progress of negotiations at Poona, I informed him that 
the Peshwa is sufficiently apprized of the terms upon which he can be 
admitted to an alliance with the British Government, and will probably 
accede to them so soon as he becomes sensible of his true interests. 

I added that there was no necessity for waiting the result of the Peshwa’s. 
deliberations, since the necessary arrangements might meantime be- 
concerted between the other states, so as to be prepared for affording aid 
to His Highness the Peshwa when required ; or simply for securing 
themselves against the ambitious designs of Sindia, if such aid should 
not be required by the Peshwa. 

3. My motive for adding' this remark was, that I might thereby gain 
an immediate opportunity of making overtures on the subject of stationing 
a subsidiary force in the Rajah’s dominions. But he postponed to a future 
day a further proceeding in the negotiation, alleging that the proposition, 
was weighty and required deliberation. 

4. On the subject of the last paragraph of your letter of the 17th ultimo, 
requiring my opinion on the number of troops it would be reasonable- 
that the Rajah of Berar should be required to furnish at the commencement 
. hostilities, I beg leave to offer it as my opinion, that 10,000 cavalry 
in addition to the British troops he may have agreed to subsidize, would 

e a orce proportionate to his military strength and general resources, 
ut should he be admitted to the Company’s alliance without having 
accepted a British subsidiary force, I should think it not unreasonable in 
that case to require so large a number as 10,000 Infantry and 10,000' 
u . va r ^’ P rovi£ ied the seat of war be not remote from his own frontiers. 

is resources would not, I apprehend, be found adequate to maintain 
a great force on distant enterprises ; and it might be therefore necessary in 
ei her case to admit a clause for reducing his contingent if the seat of 
war be in Hmdoostan ; that is, to the northward of the Bind* hills. 
siihcIrKa ^°P° se Gantry as a part of his contingent, exclusive of British 
so snm^ r P !’ ,. ec , ause would perhaps disband his present Infantry 
retain ^ ^ ^ve agreed to subsId ^ a British force, and only 
cavalry ^ Se Und ^ establishment and his pagah and Silehdaree 
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No. 36 — The Resident thinks that the recent changes in the Poona ministry 
would facilitate his negotiations for a subsidiary alliance with the 
Raja. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-THE MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

24th July 1800. 

I have this instant received private intelligence which leads me to 
think, that this Court has now formed a correcter opinion of the recent 
events at Poona than I had reason to believe, when I had the honour to 
address Your Lordship, on the 1 7th instant. The Rajah of Berar considers 
Morobah* as likely to become a mere instrument of the will of Sindia, 
by whose influence he has been placed in his present situation. The 
Rajah also apprehends the inveterate enmity of Moroba against himself 
on account of his avowed attachment to 'the late Nana Fadnawees, and 
he thinks the whole of Sindia s late conduct is only calculated to impose 
upon Bajee Rao and to lull his suspicions, whilst Sindia confines his 
person under the pretence of guarding it. 

Being credibly informed that such is the Rajah of Berar’s opinion of 
recent transactions at Poona, I may hope that no delay will arise from this 
■cause, when the conclusion of a treaty at Hyderabad furnishes the occasion 
for a formal tender of the proposed alliance to this Court. 


No. 37 The Resident reports the deputation of a vakeel from Sindhia to the 
Bhonsle Raja. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR; 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, K.P., GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 28th July 1800. 

Having received intelligence that a Vakeel has been deputed by Dowlut 
Row Sindia to this Court, I directed my Moonshee to obtain from Sridher 
Pundit the confirmation of this intelligence. Sridher yesterday anticipated 
his inquiries by acquainting him, for my information, that a Vakeel named 
Murar Rao Dowlut is now on his way rom Poona. Without explaining 
in what manner this Vakeel’s mission has been announced, he intimated 
that the Rajah of Berar sees through the views of Dowlut Row Sindia and 
will not be diverted by that Chieftain’s artifices from the resolution of 
forming a close alliance with the British Government. My Moonshee 
hinted to him my expectation, that everything relative to this mission should 
be fully communicated to me, and Sridher gave him assurance that such 
was the Rajah’s intention. The hurry of a very short interview prevented 
■any further communication on this subject. 


*Sumamed Fadnavis, cousin of Nana. (Ed.) 
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2. Since Sridher’s recovery within a week past, several festivals have 
been alleged as reasons for postponing the audience to which the Rajah 
promised to invite me, in continuation of that which was reported to Your 
Lordship so long ago as the 6th of the current month. I have taken various 
occasions to enforce by suitable hints the necessity of early defensive 
arrangements, but although the Rajah seems convinced of that necessity 
he still .continues to procrastinate. Two days ago, however, Sridher 
showed my Moonshee an extract of a letter from the Rajah’s Vakeel at 
Hyderabad informing him that a treaty has been recently concluded there 
by Col. Kirkpatrick, and promising a transcript of it by a future despatch. 
Sridher requested I would communicate that treaty, if I possessed a copy 
of it. In reply I yesterday informed him by message that I had not yet 
received similar intelligence ; but that, the chief object of the treaty which 
was, I hope, signed at Hyderabad as the Vakeel informed him, was a triple 
defensive alliance, containing clauses for stationing subsidiary troops and 
for assigning funds for their pay and also for admitting the Peshwa to 
accede to the treaty, and even Sindia, provided he shall give satisfaction 
arid competent security to all the other contracting parties. 

3. Your Lordship will perceive my motives for thus describing the 

objects of the proposed treaty. I wished to intimate that clauses respecting 
troops and the assignment of funds for their pay are required from the 
Rajah of Berar as well as from the Nizam, and that his promise of 
acceding to the intended arrangements makes him already a party to the 
existing negotiations. ' , 

4. Sridher assured me, in answer, that I should receive a communication 
from the Rajah on this subject within two days, and added that it was the 
Rajah s intention to make that communication verbally to me. After 
experiencing so much procrastination I cannot confidently trust that the 
negotiation will now proceed more expeditiously, but should delays be stilL 
interposed, I shall now think it necessary to use pressing instances, both 
on account of the advanced season of the year and for the sake of concluding 
the negotiation, if possible, before the arrival of Sindia’s Vakeel. 


No. 38 Sindhia s Valdl Murar Rao Daulat being on his way to Nagpur, the Raja: 
. postponed negotiations till the Valiil’s arrival. The Raja’s apprehen- 

sions of danger from Sindhia are diminished. 

FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 31st July 1800. 

p • '*'*»**> report to Your Lordship a message this day received from: 
_ • ^ ° Jee j^onsla. My Moonshee waited on him this morning by 

inform ment , an a Private audience. The Rajah desired him to 

Vakeel ^ ^ ow Dowlut i s now on his way from Poona as. 

e ^ art ^ ow i u t Row Sindia to this Durbar. He wished to- 
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have given me the earliest intelligence of it, but had hitherto waited for 
information from his own Vakeel at Poona that Murar Row had actually 
set off. He had not indeed yet received direct information of it, but would 
nevertheless invite me to an interview on the 3rd of next month (the 
intermediate days being occupied by religious fasts) for the purpose of 
making some communications on this, and also on other topics. He added 
that he would always acquaint me with every matter and occurrence, trivial 
as well as important ; for the greatest regard subsisted on both sides and 
he desired the friendship of the British Government above all others, and 
was most attached to it. 

2. Notwithstanding the very explicit terms of this message, I suspect 
that the Rajah has already resolved to conclude nothing definitively until he 
has learnt what Murar Rao has it in charge to propose. This conjecture 
is founded on some rather vague expressions dropt by Sridher Pundit. 
Should I however, in the meantime, receive intelligence of the conclusion 
of the treaty at Hyderabad, I shall use every endeavour, and I hope not 
without success to obviate this delay. 

3. Although this Minister and Kishen Row continue to hold nearly the 
same language, they at first did, respecting the power and importance 
appendant on Moroba’s office and his disposition and abilities to conciliate 
parties and to maintain tranquillity in the Mahratta Empire, yet the private 
information, reported in my address to Your Lordship of the 24th instant, 
is sufficiently confirmed. The intelligence of Murar Row’s mission rather 
than that of Moroba’s appointment must be the real cause, that the Rajah 
of Berar’s apprehensions of immediate danger to himself from Sindia’s 
proceedings, are so apparently diminished. His jealousy of that Chieftain’s 
predominant power is by no means decreased, and the tranquillity which 
may follow the Peshwa’s unreserved submission to Sindia’s guidance, is 
not such a system of good as the Rajah of Berar desires to see established 
in the Mahratta Empire. 

No. 39 — The Resident reports to the Governor General of the Raja having evaded 
j further discussion of the subsidiary alliance on account of the mission 

| from Sindhia. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 7th August 1800. 

■ After two further postponements the Rajah of Berar gave me an 
audience in the evening of yesterday, but with no intention, as I soon 
found, of treating of the terms of the proposed alliance. He eluded the 
advances I made for introducing this topic, and, as I have no intelligence 
^that the treaty has actually been concluded at Hyderabad, I had not grounds 
for insisting on the present discussion of this subject. In the course of the 
desultory conversation that took place, I found that the information 
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received by him from his vakeel at Hyderabad was premature, and the 
severity of the weather for several weeks past having rendered the roads 
impassable, I have no later intelligence from that, nor from any other 
quarter. 

2. The Rajah confirmed to me the information that a vakeel has been 
deputed by Dowlut Row Sindia to this Court. His arrival may be 
expected, he said, within a fortnight. The mission of Murar Rao has 
been announced to him, he acknowledged, both by letter and verbally 
through his own vakeel at Poona, but both notices referred him for the 
object of the mission to the verbal communications of the vakeel. 
He promised to acquaint me with everything that may pass and to consult 
me upon whatever propositions Murar Row may bring forward. He 
observed that great as may be Sindia’s power, it will not avail against the 
concert of other states, and that the mission of Murar Rao would 
accelerate, instead of retarding the, accomplishment of the views of the 
allies, meaning himself and the British Government. 

3. Intelligence lately received of Amrut Rao’s abrupt departure from 
Poona was mentioned. The Rajah thought it probable that this step 
has been taken with the privity of the Peshwa, and he inferred from it the 
probability of the Peshwa’s acceding to the proposed alliance. 

4. Upon the whole it is evident, that the Rajah is pleased with the 
mission of a vakeel by Sindia, and that he wishes to delay the adjustment 
of the articles of alliance until he has heard what the vakeel is instructed 
to propose to him. I do not however think he entertains sanguine hopes 
of accommodating his differences with Sindia, or any inclination to recede 
from the projected alliance with the Company and the Nizam, but he is 
probably encouraged by the step which Sindia has taken, to expect that 
his own situation will become less critical, and that he shall be under no 
necessity of accepting a British subsidiary force ; nevertheless, should 
I soon receive intelligence that the proposed treaty has been accepted at 
Hyderabad, I shall not wholly despair of inducing the Rajah of Berar to 
accede to it upon the terms annexed to it by Your Lordship’s instructions 
to me, before the arrival of Sindia’s vakeel. 


No. 40 Yashwantrao Ramchandra voluntarily supplies information to the 
British Resident. Sridhar Pandit explains away the delay in the 
negotiations. Gujaba offers to visit the Resident secretly, but meets 
with a refusal. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 


TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 24th August 1 800. 

. ^ ^ave received direct confirmation of the opinion I ventured to offer 
m my address to Your Lordship dated 7th' instant. The Rajah of Berar 
continues to avoid any further discussion of the terms of the projected 
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•alliance and does not intend to proceed in the negotiation opened here, 
until he has learnt what Sindia’s Vakeel is sent to propose to him. But 
I am taught to believe that this does not arise from a want of sincerity 
•on his part, nor from any formed design of temporising. He merely 
hesitates on taking a step which must, according to his notions, subject 
his future counsels and measures to the guidance of the British 
Government ; _the . policy of this Court has always hitherto been to maintain 

its independency by cultivating the relations of amity with all surrounding 

— -states,-., without forming- a ..decided -connexion . with any one. Though 
•the Rajah of Berar be sensible that the season is now past in which that 
policy could be successfully pursued, yet he feels much reluctance in 
finally abandoning it. 

2. A person named Jeswant* Row who possesses influence at this i 
Durbar, though his connections render him more dependent on the j 
•court of Hyderabad than on that of Nagpur, frequently communicates \ 
information to me of .Jus own accord relative to the views of this j 
Government. _T_place much reliance on intelligence received from him, • 
because I know his means of information to be good, and because I am 
not aware that he can have any motives for deceiving me. From him 

, I learn that the Rajah of Berar has actually resolved to prolong until the 
! Dassera, his deliberation on the measures to be finally adopted by him. 
Until then, it is the Rajah’s plan to watch events and to consult with his 
•advisers. 

3. A message yesterday sent to me by Sridher Pundit on the Rajah’s 
part, is consistent with this notion of the present views of this Court. 
He entreated me not to misconstrue the present delays, but Sindia’s 
Vakeel is daily expected, and I must be sensible that it is necessary to 
hear what he has to say. Sridher, besides expatiating on his own zeal, 
added as from himself that the Rajah has nothing more at heart than 
to cement an alliance with the Company, the value of which he well knows. 
In answer to an observation hinted to him, that the negotiation which 
was deferred for two days has remained suspended for two months, he 
said the expected arrival of Sindia’s Vakeel was the sole cause of the 
delay, but in the end, this mission can produce no effect, for defensive 
measures are indispensably necessary. Sindia’s enmity to this and the 
other states is inveterate and measures must be concerted to guard against 
it. In reply to this message I have expressed my satisfaction at the 
•assurances it contains, adding that I wish no ill consequences may follow 
the past and present delays, which appear to me inconsistent with the real 
interests of this Court. 


*Yashwantrao Ramchandra, who subsequently became an important intermediary between the 
.British Residents and the Rajas of Nagpur and who negotiated the treaty of Deogaon with General 
Wellesley. (Ed.) 
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4 I had the honour to report Your Lordship on the 17th ultimo the 
answer I sent to a letter from the Rajah of Berar’s nephew. The next 
day I received a second note from him desiring I would appoint a time 
for him to call on me, and he again recommended secrecy, without which 
he observed there can be no counsel. As it seemed improper to receive 
a visit from him by stealth or to carry on a secret correspondence with 
him, I declined, in my answer to this note, being made a party in his 
secrets and counsels. On the following day he nevertheless sent 
a confidential person, who again urged me to receive his visit and listen' 
to his application ; I told him that I would receive with pleasure an avowed 
visit from him ; but, being acquainted with the object of it, I thought 
it necessary he should be apprised of what had been already intimated' 
to him ; namely, that I could not in this business act a part which, when 
known to the Rajah of Berar, might give him just cause of dissatisfaction. 


5. This trivial matter has here ended, and I have not found further 
reason to believe that the suspicion mentioned in the 3rd paragraph of 
my last address to Your Lordship is well founded. That discontent prevails 
among the members of the Rajah’s family is certain, but whether it had 
yet proceeded to the length of a concerted enterprise against his authority, 
appears to me doubtful, and I believe I have laid too much stress on a very 
obscure expression in the first note received from the Rajah’s nephew. 


No. 41 — The Resident hopes to meet with success in his proposals to the- 
Nagpur Court on account of despatches received by the Raja from 
Bajirao Peshwa requesting him to concur in the measures being taken 
for his relief, hinting thereby at the alliance with the Company. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 14th September 1S00. 

I beg leave to acquaint Your Lordship that despatches have -been 
received at this Court from that of Poona, containing a request from 
Baajy Row that the Ra,ah of Berar would concur in measures to be. 
concerted for his relief. This intelligence has been communicated 
to me through a private channel of information with the remark, that, 
the Rajah of Berar waited for some hints of this sort from the Peshwa to 
authorize his entering into engagements with the Company and the Nizam.. 
It serves to explain an intimation received two days since from Sridhur 
undit, who informed me through my Moonshee, that the long wished- 
u or event of Baajy Row’s avowing his disgust at the conduct of Sindia 
“ as at length taken place. He added, that the expectation of this event 
was what had been so often hinted to me. 
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2. It is true that both, the Rajah and he, have frequently thrown 
out obscure hints, which I can now explain on this ground ; and it is not 
improbable that the expectation of such a communication from Poona, 
as has been now received, may have been the chief cause of the Rajah^s 
procrastination. Many reasons might make him solicitous for the Peshwa s 
sanction to the engagements he wishes to conclude with the Company, 
and although he might have ultimately yielded to the necessity of affairs 
in concluding a treaty without or even against Baajy Row s consent, he 
would naturally be disposed to delay this step, as long as circumstances 
should admit, while he retained expectations that the Peshwa would 
either advise the measure or give his consent to it. In one case he might 
apprehend the Peshwa’s resentment ; in the other, he will make a merit 
with Baajy Row for complying with his wishes, while he, in fact, pursues 
his own interests. 

3. Although I am willing to believe that the cause now assigned for 
the past delays has been a principal one, I still apprehend that the Rajah 
has not been wholly uninfluenced by the motives which I before attributed 
to him. However,, in the expectation of receiving early overtures from 
him in consequence of the present communication from the Court of 
Poona, I have postponed the steps I intended to take, as mentioned in 
my last address to Your Lordship, and I have recalled the instructions 
I had given to my Moonshee, who very properly deferred the fulfilling 
of them upon receiving the hint above mentioned, from Sridher 
Pundit. 


No. 42 — The Resident at Hyderabad reports the arrival there of Sindhia’s agent 
to counteract the British move. 

FROM— J. A. KIRKPATRICK, RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD, 

TO-LORD WELLESLEY, G. G. 


Hyderabad, 1st October 1800. 

A.zim~ul~Omrah having expressed a desire to see my Moonshee 
yesterday, he in consequence waited upon him, and I have herewith 
the honour to enclose for Your Lordship’s notice, translation of his report 
of what passed on the occasion, together with a copy and translation of 
Rajah Ragojee Bhonslah’s letter to His Highness the Nizam therein 
treated of. 

The Minister’s verbal reply, through the Berar Rajah’s Vakeel, 
to the letter above alluded to, appearing to me sufficiently'unobjectionable 
in every respect, except in his intended communication to Rajah Ragojee 
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Bhonslah of the treaty about to be concluded between Your Lordship 
and the Nizam, I propose intimating as much to him, and hinting at 
the same time that Mr. Colebrooke will be duly furnished with a copy 
of the treaty in question, and must be the best judge of the expediency 
of making an unreserved or partial communication of it to the Court 
he resides at. 

iMr. Colebrooke in his latest dispatch to me, which is dated however 
so far back as the 1 Oth ultimo, makes no mention of this intended mission 
of the Berar Rajah’s principal Minister to Poonah. 

On the 27th ultimo I received accounts from my newswriter, of an 
agent from Dowlut Row Sindia having arrived in the neighbourhood 
of the city, and on the following day, his arrival was officially announced 
to me by the Minister, who sent for my perusal a translation of a note 
in Mahrattah from this agent, who is named Gobind Rao Soobraojee, 
to Anund Rao Subbapatty (the Deputy of Rajah Ragotim Rao), in which 
he describes himself as deputed hither by Dowlut Row Sindia to 
Azim ul Omrah, and as desirous of communicating as soon as possible 
the objects of his mission. 

The inauspicious period, however, that entirely fills up the space 
between this and the 12thi nstant, the day appointed for the exchange 
of instruments, cannot well admit of any transaction of business with 
this new comer, in whose favour I do not imagine the Minister is at all 
disposed to make an exception. He is, as far as I can learn, an obscure 
man, and there is certainly nothing in his retinue that bespeaks the 
contrary. 


No. 43 This is a report sent to the Governor General by Kirkpatrick of his munshi’s 
interview with the Nizam’s minister who, realizing the danger from the 
Maratha chiefs uniting for a common cause, tried to discountenance the 
mission of the Nagpur Raja to Poona. 


30th September 1800. 

Translation of Moonshy Azim Oolah’s report of his conference with 
Azim-ul-Omrah on the 30th September 1800. 

After the usual friendly enquiries the Minister said, that he had desired 
me to wait on him in order to inform me that His Highness had yesterday 
received a letter from Rajah Ragojee Bhooslah, notifying his intention of 
sending Sreedhur Pundit* and Kishen Raof (his Ministers) after the festival 
of the Dusserah to Poona, at the express and repeated desire of Baajy 
ow, who wished to consult with them on the state of affairs in that 
qu 'j rt ^ r ’ a <Hing that he observed by the Poonah Ackbars, that the Peshwa 
an owlut Row had lately held two private conferences, and that it was 
reporte at Poonah that all their differences had been thereby concluded. 
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Should' this prove the case, continued the Minister, and these Chiefs 
endeavour to co-operate, it will be absolutely necessary for some measures 
to be adopted on our part to prevent, if possible, such alliance from 
taking place. I have also, in consequence of the late letter from Ragojee 
Bhooslah, desired his Vakeel to inform him that I regard his not having 
intimated to His Highness the proposed mission of his two Ministers 
until it was finally determined on, as inconsistent with the long existing 
friendship between the two Governments, that I therefore judged it 
expedient to inform him that the present close connection between His 
Highness’s state nda the British Government, was about to be considerably 
strengthened by a treaty, copy of which would be sent for his perusal 
in the course of ten days or a fortnight, when he would, of course, take 
such steps as he might deem requisite for the mutual interests of his own 
and His Highness’s state, but that his sending his two ministers to 
Poonah in such a hurry, did not appear to me at all proper or advisable. 
Azim-ul-Omrah concluded by assuring me that he would use his utmost 
endeavours to prevent the mission in question, and that he thought it 
would be as well for you (Captain Kirkpatrick) to address Mr. Colebrooke 
with the same view, since were a sincere union to take place between 
all these Chiefs, matters that might otherwise be effected with ease, would 
be attained with difficulty. I replied that I would of course " report 
to you what His Excellency had mentioned, when he desired I would 
make him acquainted with your answer. I then requested the Minister 
would permit me to peruse the letter from Ragojee Bhooslah he had 
alluded to, which he accordingly did, and I took a copy of it. 

I next informed Azim-ul-Omrah that the Commanding Officer of 
artillery had fixed on a convenient spot of ground on the road to the 
hill, called Imaum Zemin, for the gun practice, and that if he would 
grant the necessary Perwannah, the creation of the Butt and the requisite 
preparations should be commenced immediately. The Minister replied 
that after having consulted His Highness he would send the order. 

I then arose and withdrew. 


No. 44 — Raghuji Bhonsle informs the Nizam of his having deputed two confidential 
agents to Poona in response to an urgent call from the Peshwa. 

FROM-RAJAH RAGHUJI BHONSLE, 

TO — HIS HIGHNESS THE NIZAM. 

Received 19th September 1800. 
Translation of a letter from Rajah Ragojee Bhoonslah 
to His Highness the Nizam. 

After compliments. 

Intelligence of the arrival of Kundoo Muckund, on the part of Row 
Pundit Pardhan will, ere this, have been communicated to Your Highness 
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bv Aristoo Jah Bahadur, and now a letter from the abovementioned 
Row has reached me, directing me in the most peremptory terms to 
dispatch my confidential Ministers Sridher Pundit and Kishen Row 
on affairs of such secrecy and importance, as not being proper, to be 
committed to writing, can only be imparted to persons acquainted with 
the secrets of the state. Although in such an affair Your Highness’s 
opinion and consent are doubtless, above all things, requisite, yet as 
delays are productive of dangers, I resolved on account of the period 
of consultation being near at hand, and in .consideration of the union 
and connection of this Rauje and the Mahratta state, to dispatch the 
Ministers before mentioned, and have written to Row Pundit Pardhan 
that Kundoo Muckund has been ordered to return, and that the officers 
alluded to, shall be dispatched immediately after the celebration of the 
Dusserah feast. Of course, the result of their consultations will he 
determined after their arrival at Poona, and I trust that when 
communicated to your enlightened mind, will meet with your approbation 
and consent. 

Further particulars will be personally represented to you by Aristoo 
Jah Bahadur. 

May f the sun of your life and prosperity continue to increase from the 
horizon of splendour and dignity. 


No. 45 — The Nizam sen Is a protest against the Bhonsle sealing a mission to Poona 
without previous intimation. 

FROM-THE NIZAM, 

TO-RAGHUJI BHONSLE. 

2nd October 1800. 

Translation of a draft of a letter from His Highness the Nizam 
to Rajah Ragojee Bhoonslah, communicated to the Resident. 

Your letter has been received. 

The fact is th s, that my beloved son Aristoo Jah Bahadur has ever 
since his arrival from Poona taken every opportunity of representing to 
me, as he ought, the extent of your treaties and agreements, and the 
sincerity of your attachment to my Sircar. From that period to the present 
moment I have continued to bestow on you my favour and protection. 

When coming to the determination as you have done of sending your 
Ministers to Poona after the celebration of the Dusserah feast, it would 
have been proper had you previously apprized and consulted me on the 
subject. 

Although I am sincerely and earnestly interested in the well-being of 
t e Mahratta state, yet let it be remembered that the dispatch of your 
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Ministers was without my previous knowledge or consent. Bearing 
in mind the protection and favour that has been conferred on you, I have 
written this letter. You will learn further particulars from your Vakeels, 
Row Madharow and KesVierow. 


No. 46— The Nizam communicate his disapproval of their mission to the agents of the 
Bhonsle Raja. 

FROM-THE NIZAM, 

T 0— SHRIDHAR PANDIT AND KRISHNARAO. 

Translation of an answer of His Highness the Nizam, to 
the address of Sridher Pundit and Kishcn Row. 

Your Arzee acquainting me with the resolution of Rajah Ragojec 
Bhoonslah to send you to Poona after the celebration of the Dusserah 
feast, and that whatever may be the result of your consultation, will be 
represented to me by my beloved son Aristoo Jah Bahadur, has passed 
under my inspection, and sundry other particulars have been submitted 
to me in detail by the said Minister. 

With respect to the nature of the treaties and engagements of Rajah 
Ragojee Bhoonslah, his firm adherence to the same, and the responsibility 
moreover which he now takes upon himself, viz., that he should adopt 
no measure without giving previous intimation to me ; it is surprising 
to me that (matter of detail out of .he question) he should determine on 
affairs of importance without making the reference previously agreed upon, 
and then content himself with apprizing me thereof in vague and 
indiscriminate terms. 

Interested as I am in the welfare of the Ra ah whom I, with my own 
hands, established and confirmed in his principality, I have been induced 
to commit these particulars to writing. The event, perhaps, may lead 
you to consider the observations I have judged proper to make, as tending 
to your advantage. 


No. 47 — The Raja is sending his ministers to Poona to consult the Peshwa. about the 
proposed alliance. The ministers prsmis; to contribute to the success 
of the negotiations at Poona and to inform the British Resident there 
about the progress of their negotiations. 

'FROM-H. T. COLEBROOXE THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 8th October . 1800. 

For the reasons which I had the honour to state to Your Lordship in 
my last address, I made representations to the Rajah of Berar by message 
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on the 3rd instant and enforced them by further arguments at an audience 
vcs'erday morning. As the conversation was long, I shall endeavour 
to comprise the substance of it in a concise report instead of troubling 
Your Lordship with the whole detail. 

2. In the representations I made I was careful neither directly to- 
oppose nor assent to the measure of sending the ministers to Poona, and 
remarked that I could give no positive opinion on its expediency, because- 
I ne ther knew what the Peshwa intended to propose, nor what point 
the Rajah of Berar might wish to carry at Court. I continued to avoid 
noticing repeated intimations that the Rajah’s ministers would negotiate 
there to accomplish the objects Your Lordship has in view. I argued 
from the situation of affairs at Poona, that some decisive event must 
probably happen there before the ministers reached that place ,* I urged 
the ill consequences of delay at a season which no longer admits of it, 
and at the very moment when the treaty of alliance to which the Rajah 
of Berar has promised to accede, is on the point of being concluded. 

I hinted, that if the present opportunity of concerting defensive measures, 
be suffered to pass, it may not hereafter be possible to recall it. I placed 
the several topics in various points of view, and endeavoured to convince 
the Rajah that any further delay was now inexpedient. 

3. In the course of conversation and by way of answer to these 
representations, the Rajah declared himself confident that in less than 
six weeks he should receive intelligence of the result of the present mission. 
In two interviews with -the Peshwa the real intentions of His Highness 
would be ascertained. He said the Peshwa was resolved to temporize 
until the arrival of the ministers, whose mission he had requested. Until’ 
then nothing decisive would take place at Poona. Baajy Row now felt 
the irksomeness of his situation, controlled and oppressed as he is by his 
own servant. He therefore looked around him for the means of extricating 
himself, but whatever overtures he might make, he would conclude nothing 
until measures were concerted by him with the ministers now deputed 
to his Court. 

It is the object of the allies to accomplish that which Baajy Row is 
now sincerely desirous, should be effected. If the Peshwa, as is probable, 
accedes to the alliance after giving audience to the ministers now sent, 
the quadruple alliance will be soon concluded. If contrary to expectations 
the Peshwa should still waver, he himself (the Rajah of Berar) who is 
not a servant, but a brother of the Peshwa, would conclude the proposed 
triple alliance. No inconvenience' could possibly arise from the interme- 
diate delay and the views of the British Government would probably 
be advanced, not retarded by it. The Rajah of Berar made the strongest 
protestations of sincerity and professed himself governed by disinterested 
zea and friendship for the Peshwa and the British Government. He 
requested I would be cautious in making known what he had now 
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communicated to me relative to the Peshwa’s present views, lest it should 
by any means become public, and obstacles thence arise to the success of 
the negotiations with the Peshwa. 

4. In the foregoing summary, the Rajah’s promise of acceding singly 
to the projected alliance should the Peshwa waver, is expressed in more 
explicit terms than he himself then employed, but his words were 
sufficiently clear, and the promise was repeated to me this morning by 
a message couched in the most explicit language. My Moonshee called 
on Sridher Pundit by the Rajah’s desire. Sridher said that the Rajah 
was most anxious to obviate any dissatisfaction at the step now taken 
by him. He supposed me to be displeased at the measures having been 
adopted without previous consultation. He said, that the Rajah being 
so closely connected by^ friendship with the British Government, would 
have previously consulted Your Lordship, had it been practicable. It 
had been likewise impossible to give me earlier information of the mission 
of the ministers to Poona. Perhaps I doubted what might be the event 
of this mission, and how far the Peshwa and the Rajah of Berar might 
be induced to cooperate with Sindia in his unjust projects, instead of 
opposing him in conjunction with the other states. Sridher pledged 
himself by the most solemn asseverations of the Rajah’s sincerity. My 
Moonshee assured him that not the least doubt, such as he has supposed, 
had been, or could be entertained. 

5. Sridherthen said he judged that I apprehended wilful procrastination, 
nothing could be further from the Rajah’s intention. It was not for 
the attainment of any objects of his own that he now deputed ministers 
to Poona, but to accomplish the views of the British Government at the 
court of Poona. He solemnly affirmed that the Rajah was sincere in his 
promise of acceding to the alliance, and he assigned two months as the 
utmost limit of further delay. My moonshee assured him that .1 only 
regretted the occurrence of any delay when the season for deliberation 
was already passed. Had the present embassy to Poona been sent six 
months earlier, I should perhaps have been the first to recommend (waiting) 
for intelligence of the result of the negotiations which may be opened. 
But I saw no sufficient reason for now postponing measures which the 
just crisis of affairs at Poona rendered immediately necessary. 

6. In the course of these conversations both the Rajah and his 
ministers have thrown out several hints, that they are confident of the 
Peshwa’s ultimately acceding to the terms, which are required of him. 
I can perceive that the acceptance of a subsidiary force is the sole point 
alluded to. They do not seem fully aware of any other conditions to 
which he is unwilling to agree. They invariably profess zeal to forward 
Your Lordship’s views at the Court of Poona and constantly manifest 
eagerness to be employed in the negotiations at that Durbar. Sridher 
has solicited me to intimate to Colonel Palmer that he shall consult him 
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and be governed by bis advice in any difficulty that may occur in the 
course of his own negoitations at Poona, and at all events will give the 
British Resident there full information of his own proceedings. I shall 
mention this circumstance in a letter to Colonel Palmer, and I have little 
doubt that the Rajah’s ministers will really endeavour to assist in bringing 
the negotiations opened at Poona to a satisfactory conclusion, but I thought 
it impossible without knowing Your Lordship’s sentiments either to 
encourage or discourage the expectation of being employed in forwarding 
the success of negoitations, more especially as I could not (do) it without 
tacitly consenting to the intermediate suspension of negotiations here. 

7. The Rajah of Berar has addressed a letter to Your Lordship to 
communicate his intentions of deputing his ministers to Poona. The 
letter will be laid before Your Lordship by the Persian Translator, to 
whom it has been this day forwarded. The Rajah’s ministers begin 
their journey this evening for form’s sake. They will probably depart 
in the course of three or four days. 

8. I beg leave to mention that the Rajah has announced to me his 
intention of making a progesss through the northern parts of his dominions, 
that is, through the jungle of Gurrah and Mundela. He intends to begin 
the journey a fortnight hence and has invited me to accompany him. 


No. 48 — The Resident advises the Raja to postpone the departure of his ministers 
to Poona, as the Peshwa had refused compliance with the proposed 
alliance. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 21st October . 1 800 . 


Yesterday on my return from an interview with Rajah Ragojee Bhonsla 
I received despatches from Hyderabad, by which I learn that the Peshwa 
has finally refused to accede to the terms of an alliance proposed to him, 
and that there is reason to believe a reconciliation between him and Smdia 
has taken place. 

As the intended mission of ministers from this Court to that of Poona, 
which seemed to me a measure of very doubtful expediency even when 
there was ground for expecting that the Peshwa would be induced to 
accede to the proposed alliance, now appears to be open to forcible 
objections, I immediately sent a message requesting another audience 
this day, or if that were for any reason impracticable, inviting a visit from 
the Rajah s ministers. As the Rajah remained yesterday at his gardens, 
the message could not be delivered to him until this morning. He 

immediately appointed an interview at noon, and I waited upon him 
accordingly. ^ ^ . 


3 
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2. Before I report to Your Lordship the representations made by me 
•at this audience,^ beg leave to mention that the audience to which the 
Rajah had invited me yesterday, produced no new communication on 
his part. He made strong professions of his attachment to the British 
Government and of his zeal to forward Your Lordship’s views at the Court 
of Poona, and said that all the states being now united by a conformity 
of sentiments nothing remained but to reduce Sindia to his duty, and thus 
remove the thorn which still disturbs the general tranquillity and safety. 
He asked what answer should be given by his ministers to a question 
which the Peshwa would probably ask, whether the British Government 
is willing to afford him assistance on his application. I replied that the 
Peshwa was already sufficiently apprized of the disposition of the British 
Government to afford him permanent aid. I added that as the Nizam’s 
requisition for assistance had been fully complied with, so would a similar 
application from another ancient ally be received with equal complacency; 

3. It is necessary to inform Your Lordship that I had been previously 
apprized that this question would be asked me, and my informant thought 
that the object was to sound whether such an application from this Court 
would be complied with. Though I did not believe his conjecture to 
be well founded, yet I judged it proper to make such an answer as would 
not be unsuitable to that view, because Sridher in several conversations 
with my moonshee has been very explicit in solemnly pledging the Rajah 
of Berar to accede to the treaty of Hyderabad within the space of two 
months, should the Peshwa not immediately yield to the endeavours he 
and his colleague would use to persuade him to accede to the proposed 
alliance, and because he hinted at the same time but in terms rather 
obscure, that the Rajah of Berar has it in contemplation to solicit assistance 
from the British Government. 

4. The Rajah yesterday repeated his former declarations that his 
Ministers would negotiate at the Court of Poona for Your Lordship, not 
for him. To prevent his misunderstanding the complimentary answer 
I made and his considering it as an acquiescence on my part, in the 
proposition hinted by him, I recommended that the ministers should 
consult Colonel Palmer, if any thing relating to the interests of the British 
Government should be discussed in the course of other negotiations with 
the Peshwa. 

5. The Rajah’s total silence as to the change in the disposition of 
the Court of Poona, though intelligence of it ought to have reached him, 
and his own tardiness in communicating his intention of deputing 
Ministers thither, and his neglect of consulting Your Lordship and the 
Nizam before he resolved on that measure, furnish some grounds for 
doubting his present sincerity. Yet on comparing the date of the 
communications he made to the Nizam with that of the change that has 
taken place in the Peshwa’s views, and on considering the very solemn 
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declarations made by him and his Minister, I thought it improbable 
that the Rajah should have adopted so dangerous a policy, as would be 
that of prosecuting crooked and invidious designs. I therefore determined 
to be unreserved in the communication of the reasons, upon which I found 
my objection to the measure of sending ministers to Poona. The 
representations this day made by me were guided by these considerations. 

6. After a suitable introduction in which I alluded to the Rajah’s 
professions of friendship for the Company, and his declarations that 
the mission was intended to promote Your Lordship’s views at Poona, 
I said that the declared object of the mission would not be at all forward ed 
by the ministers immediately proceeding on it. I observed that the 
event has in fact confirmed my former opinion on the inexpediency of 
this mission, although the turn affairs have taken at Poona, is the exact 
reverse of what was wished and expected. The Peshwa, while he required 
the Rajah of Berar to depute ministers to his Court for the purpose of 
concerting the means of retrieving his authority, had also made overtures 
to other states. But after opening a negotiation with Colonel Palmer,, 
he had suddenly reconciled himself with Sindia and broke off the 
negotiations with a formal refusal of acceding to 'the terms proposed to 
him. I remarked that the present disposition of the Peshwa is wholly 
different from that in which he had called for the mission of ministers, 
and which the Rajah supposed when he resolved to depute them. The: 
unsteadiness of his temper renders it not improbable that he may hereafter 
resume his former intention, but until such a change takes place, and 
intelligence of it be actually received, it would not be expedient that the 
ministers should proceed on their journey. I called the Rajah’s attention 
to the answer I had yesterday given to the question he then asked ; that 
answer was made with a knowledge of Your Lordship’s sentiments on 
the expected application from the Peshwa. He has. now made that 
application and receded from it. Though we may infer from Your 
Lordship s generosity that you will not resent the Peshwa ’s conduct 
if he should resume sentiments conformable to those of the allies, yetr 
I could not now take upon me to authorise the ministers to make such 
answers to the Peshwa’s questions as had been proposed to me at the 
three last audiences. For all these reasons, I offered it as my advice 
that the ministers’ departure should be postponed until intelligence be 
received of a change in the Peshwa’s disposition, and until Your Lordship’s 
sentiments be made known. 

The Rajah said he found it necessary to deliberate on the advice given . 
by me, and would invite me to an interview one or two days hence for the 
purpose of communicating the result of his deliberations. He added 
compliments and general professions. I shall lose no time in reporting 
to i our Lordship by expresses the Rajah’s answer to these representations, 
ut I hardly doubt that , he will consent to the proposed delay in the 
departure of the ministers. 
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No. 49 — The Resident communicates to the Raja and his ministers the conclusion 
of a treaty of general alliance between the British and the Nizam. 
The Raja is unwilling to accede to the arrangement unless the P eshwa 
agreed. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 12th November 1800. 

On the first instant I' had the pleasure to receive from Captain 
Kirkpatrick the important intelligence that the treaty of general alliance 
has been finally concluded at Hyderabad. The Rajah of Berar had 
previously proceeded on an excursion to diverse places of worship in the 
neighbourhood, frm which ,he returned to Nagpur on the 9th instant. 
The next morning I notified to him the conclusion of the treaty by a 
message to Sridher Pundit. This Minister solicited with some earnest- 
ness the immediate communication of it and I afterwards found that either 
a translation or an abstract of it in the Hindee language has been already 
received. 

2. For the sake of obtaining through intercourse with the ministers 
as much information as p6ssible previous to the formal communication 
of the treaty, I had predetermined to allow Sridher a private perusal of the 
chief articles. Accordingly my Moonshee repeated his visit in the evening 
of the same day, carrying a copy of the 1st, 2nd, 15th, 16th, 18th, 19th and 
20th articles with the preamble. He was instructed to draw Sridher ’s 
particular attention to the conciliatory disposition manifested by the 
contracting parties, so different from the views which that minister had 
ascribed to Azeem Ul-Omrah in a former conversation. 

3. In answer to inquiries concerning the 3rd and following articles my 
Moonshee informed him, that they relate to arrangements between the 
Nizam and Company for the augmentation of the subsidiary force and for 
the assignment of territory equivalent to the subsidy ; as the Rajah of 
Berar is not* directly interested in these arrangements, the immediate 
communication of them was deemed unnecessary. From the reply made 
by Sridher it is likely that the Rajah of Berar will request the communica- 
tion of these articles also. For this reason and not being aware of any 
objection to it, I purpose to communicate the treaty itself, without waiting 
for that request, at an audience from the Rajah which is fixed for the 
15th instant. 

4. From the report I have received from my Moonshee, of a further 
interview with Sridher Pundit yesterday evening, and of what past the 
preceding day, I learn that the design of deputing the minister to Poona 
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is not finally abandoned, and that some propositions on this subject will be 
made to me, to be submitted to Your Lordship. I perceive also that 
serious apprehensions are entertained by this Court (partly in consequence 
of recent suggestions from Poona) as to the situation in which all the 
members of the Marhatta Empire will be placed, if they do not accede to 
the alliance concluded between the Company and the Nizam, At the same 
time, the Rajah of Berar seems to be at present unwilling to accede to it 
unless in concert with the Peshwa. He retains the opinion that Bajy 
Rao is not really averse from British alliance, and he consequently hopes 
to arrange a joint treaty with the Company and not to be reduced to the 
necessity of concluding a separate one and thereby giving offence to his 
feudal superior. 


No. 50 — Here is a lengthy despatch from Colebrooke giving a full description of 
his interview with the Raja and his ministers at which the treaty witli 
Hyderabad was discussed at great length. The Raja offers to become 
a mediator between the Company and the Peshwa to bring about 
a quadruple alliance. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 16th November 1800. 

j 

Agreeably to the appointment noticed in my address to Your Lordship 
under date of 12th instant, I attended the Rajah of Berar yesterday evening 
and had a private audience at which his son, brother and Ministers were 
present. Sndher Pundit had previously returned the extract from the 
treaty of Hyderabad for the purpose of its being communicated to the 
Rajah. I thought it unnecessary therefore to present a copy of the treaty 
at large, but delivered to the Rajah the extract above mentioned. At the 
same time I observed to him, that it contained the chief articles of the 
treaty recently concluded on the term for the ends I had already intimated 
to him at various times, and that permanent tranquillity and uniform 
harmony and concord will be the happy fruit of the general alliance, 
of which this treaty is calculated to be the basis. 

?■ The several articles were read and interpreted to the Rajah by 
ridher Pundit and as request was made, which I did not refuse, for the 
communication of the remaining articles of the treaty from the 14th on 
anot er day, the Rajah himself expressed his congratulations on the present 
a PP> event, and Sridher then informed me by the Rajah’s directions, that 
6 V ’ as lnstru cted to converse with me on points of great delicacy, which. 
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would be best discussed in the presence of fewer persons. Having 
acquiesced in this suggestion, I retired with Sridher and Kishen Rao to 
an adjoining room. 

3. Sridher introduced the topics of this private interview by mentioning 
the relation in which the Rajah stands as a friend or rather as an ally of 
all the Powers of the Deccan, the Company, the Peshwa and the Nizam. 
He did not include Sindia among the Powers of Hindoostan, because he 
considered him as a servant only of the Peshwa, not as an independent 
chieftain. Being equally attached by the ties of friendship to the Company 
and Peshwa, the Rajah of Berar found it necessary in the present posture of 
affairs to use no concealment. Thoughts and doubts which ought perhaps 
to be suppressed, must be communicated, and he deprecated any miscon- 
struction of the Rajah’s candour. With further apologies and with many 
compliments to the British Government, he proceeded to say that intelli- 
gence had been received of warlike preparations at Hyderabad. He 
specified the equipment of troops, the raising of men, levies and in particular 
the assemblage of forces on the frontier of the Nizam’s territories towards 
those of the Peshwa. He adverted to diverse clauses of the treaty as 
indications of an alliance offensive as well as defensive. The identity of the 
two Powers, the Company and Nizam, as mentioned in the preamble and 
the explanatory clauses of the 2nd article’ were particularly noticed by him. 
He hinted at former transactions, and observed that, any misunderstanding 
between the Nizam and the Peshwa, or the Nizam and Rajah of Berar, such 
as formerly had occurred and possibly may again occur through the hasty 
proceedings and temporary irritation, sometimes of one, sometimes of the 
other party, might now interrupt the 1 harmony subsisting between the 
Company and the Peshwa or Rajah of Berar. He asked, whether future 
negotiations with this Court and that of Poona were subordinate to those 
with the Court of Hyderabad, and subject to the control of intermediate 
consultation with the Ministers of His Highness the Nizam. He said the 
welfare of the several Marhatta Powers was now in my hands ; that it was 
in my power to become the channel of cementing a close alliance between 
the Company and the Marhattas. He mentioned but in a slight, rather 
than serious manner, that the Rajah of Berar declared he would himself go 
and with my aid establish harmony and peace. He hinted that the Rajah 
of Berar has received from the Peshwa and Sindia intimations of their wish 
for his interposition. He said they were now disposed to be guided by the 
Rajah and to maintain the relation of amity with all parties. He 
concluded by requesting, I would report to Your Lordship what had been 
now said. • 

4. During the discourse, of which brief abstract has been here 
submitted to Your Lordship, I manifested impatience at the suggestion 
that the treaty covers the engagements of an offensive alliance, and that 
•His Highness the Nizarms Government is now assuming a menacing 
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attitude. I did not however interrupt Sridher, but when he had 
concluded, I began my reply by treating the intelligence said to have been 
received from Hyderabad as the idle communications of misinformed 
persons. I appealed to the whole tenor of the treaty for proof that the 
alliance was truly defensive, and I pointed out the various passages in it 
which manifest the real disposition of the contracting parties and which 
fully provide against the possibility of such consequences arising from 
it, as he had suggested. I endeavoured both by distant hints and by a 
direct question to draw from him a more explicit communication of the 
intimations said to have been received from the Peshwa and Sindia. This 
he evaded, and without using the opening I gave him for the mention of 
what else he might be instructed to say, he repeated the proposition that 
I would report to Your Lordship what had now pass'ed. 

5. A short pause ensued, during which I considered the impropriety 
of receiving in reference a question as to the object of real or imaginary 
preparations for the equipment of forces, and reflected on various 
objections against encouraging the Rajah of Berar to interpose between 
the Company and the Peshwa, more especially as a mediator, for him and 
perhaps for Sindia. Should circumstances more urgent than the obvious 
objection here alluded to, induce Your Lordship to approve of his inter- 
position, no inconvenience can probably arise from not having now 
encouraged the offer of it. Upon these considerations I took up the 
subject when Sridher 'had left it, and told him I saw nothing in what had 
been said by him, which I could with propriety report to Your Lordship. 
It was not fit Your Lordship should be made acquainted with the 
groundless apprehensions which Had been entertained, and the utility of 
which I again remarked to him as doubtful, and enforced by various 
topics. In his answer he desired me to consider myself as fully delegated 
by the Rajah of Berar, and to communicate so much of what had passed as 
should appear best adapted to the object of the communication. 

I replied that the object of it was not yet intelligible to me and I requested 
him to state it explicitly. He rejoined that supposing a case of private 
life, should two of four friends combine without cause against the third, 
what must be the situation of the fourth, who is anxious to preserve 
the friendship of all. I instantly exclaimed against the insinuation, and 
with emphasis declared the scope and object of the alliance to be exactly 
the reverse of what was now insinuated by him. The design of it was 
to promote and maintain universal tranquillity by a general alliance of 
a Powers of Hindustan and the Deccan, accompanied by the 

a justment of every matter which had been or could probably become 
the cause of interrupting general harmony. 

,6* Sridher and Kishen Rao expressed great joy and satisfaction at 
is declaration and proposed our immediate return to the apartment 
ere t e Rajah was sitting. Sridher there made his report of the 
nversation, and the Rajah, after hearing it, expressed great satisfaction 
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also, and turning to me said that he made me the depository of his most 
secret thoughts and implicitly trusted to my discretion. He then launched 
out into praises of the British nation and paid many compliments to Your 
Lordship after reciprocal compliments, which were indeed more than 
usually profuse throughout the whole of the interview. I closed the 
business of it by requesting that after the articles of the treaty, and the 
18th in particular, should have been sufficiently considered, the Rajah 
would be pleased to make known to me his sentiments on the clause 
which expressly concerns him. 

7. Since the foregoing paragraphs of this address were written, 
I have received a hint from Sridher Pundit, through my Moonshee, from 
whom he invited a visit this forenoon, that the offer of the Rajah of Berar’s 
interpositions will be forthwith renewed. He still insists that aggressions 
are mediated by the Court of Hyderabad against the Peshwa, and even 
against the Rajah of Berar. He asks why I decline reporting to Your 
Lordship the passages of yesterday’s interview and offers to communicate 
the letters, by which the Rajah of Berar is so authorised by the Peshwa 
to tender his interposition. He adds that formal letters to that effect are 
daily expected from Poona and clearly indicate the wish of the Rajah of 
Berar to negotiate, on his own part and on that of the Peshwa, a treaty 
with the Company, in which Sindia shall be comprehended. It is 
apparent also that either he or the Peshwa is averse from taking the 
recent treaty of Hyderabad for the basis of the negotiation they wish to 
open. 

% * 

8. This intimation was not received by my Moonshee as a formal 
message. He recommended that the articles of the treaty should be 
again considered. The Rajah of Berar would find sufficient evidence 
in the very terms of the treaty that his fear of aggression on the part of 
the Court of Hyderabad were groundless, and would also find there the 
fittest opening for negotiation with the British Government, as had been 
already hinted to the Rajah by me at the close of the interview yesterday. 
Sridher consented to reconsider the matter before the message should 
be delivered to me. 

9. As I cannot put a direct refusal on the request to make known to 
Your Lordship the Rajah s offer of interposition, I shall be ultimately 
under the necessity of consenting to do so. In the meantime I beg leave 
to submit to Your Lordship s consideration some observations on the 
past conduct of this Court. During the whole of last winter the 
solicitude of the Rajah of Berar for the British alliance was extreme ; the 
Rajah or his Ministers daily inquired whether I was authorised to 
proceed in the negotiation, and continued to do so almost until the moment 
when I made overtures for the renewal of it in the month of May last ; 
those overtures were received with great complacency and the minister 
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more than once proposed that the project of a treaty should be immediately 
drawn out. During the whole of this period and until the commencement 
of last month, and even to a later period, the Court was openly and. 
avowedly inveterate against Sindia, and unreserved in applauding the 
projected alliance to which it was ready to accede, or to which, in 
the figurative language here employed, it had already acceded. From 
the time when a reconciliation took place between the Peshwa and Sindia, 
the sentiments of this Court have undergone a change, which has been 
gradually developed. By what means a similar reconciliation between 
Sindia and the Rajah of Berar has been effected, I can only conjecture. 
The Peshwa has certainly been the channel of it, and the Rajah’s views 
have been altered from the moment when Sindia seriously prepared for 
quitting Poona, and the Peshwa declared himself satisfied with the near 
prospect of being left to the free exercise of his legitimate authority .. 
The Rajah’s persisting in the design of deputing his ministers to Poona: 
after such a change in the politics of that Court, although the design was 
formed in circumstances wholly different, and his present offer of 
interposition on the part of the Peshwa indicate some participation in 
the counsels of the Court of Poona, yet there is no reason to suspect him 
of participating in designs inimical to the interests of British Government 
and its allies. He is blinded by the prospect of exaltation as the mediator 
of a treaty of alliance between the Peshwa and the Company. In the 
contemplation of this prospect he is become as tender of the interests 
of Sindia as he professes to be of the interests of those Powers to which 
he tenders his interposition, and he has listened more readily than was 
credible to the suggestion that hostile views are entertained by the Court 
of Hyderabad. During the last week the consultations of the Court, 
so far as I obtain information of them, and even the Minister Sridher’s 
communications to my Moonshee, exhibit incoherence, which shows 
the Rajah of Berar to be confused and unable to resolve on the part he 
should take in regard to the alliance offered to him. It is even agitated 
to reinforce the troops on the Rajah’s frontier towards the dominions 
of the Nizam, and the information I have received on this subject is 
sufficiently authentic for me to ground on it an unofficial expostulation, 
which I have accordingly instructed my Moonshee' to make at his next 
interview with Sridher Pundit. I shall also give this Court an opportunity 
of explaining, if possible, the total inconsistence of its present conduct 
with its past professions, continually made and repeated until the moment 
when the conclusion of the new treaty of alliance was formally 
announced. 


10. For the purpose of expediting the future despatches, which I shall 
have the honour to address to Your Lordship in the further progress of 
negotiation here, I shall take measures for placing a temporary dawk 
tween this and Benares, which I hope Your Lordship will approve of- 
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I am informed that the despatches dated 1 2th instant have been miscarried 
by the carelessness of the cossids*. A duplicate of them accompanies 
the present despatch. 


No. 51 — The Resident reports to the Governor General further developments at 
Nagpur. The Raja has been invited by the Peshwa to meet him and 
Sindhia on the Godavari. He gives it as his opinion that the offer of 
the Raja to negotiate an alliance between the Peshwa and the British 
should be encouraged. 


FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 20th November 1800. 

In answer to the unofficial expostulations made by my Moonshee 
conformably with the instructions mentioned in my last address to Your 
Lordship, Sridher Pundit has acknowledged that the measure of augment- 
ing the forces on the Raja’s southern frontier has been agitated. In the 
midst of alarms many suggestions, he said, become the subject of 
deliberation, but in this matter the Rajah will act according to what 
I shall say. Notwithstanding this, which indeed is but an ambiguous 
assurance, I do not find that the measure is certainly abandoned. I shall 
therefore make formal remonstrances should there be any further 
appearance of a movement of these troops. 

2. Having cause for believing that the Rajah has been invited to meet 
the Peshwa and Sindia at Tryembecf Nasec on the bank of the Godavary, 
I had directed my Moonshee to sound the intentions of the Court. From 
Sridher ’s conversation when this subject was hinted, it appears almost 
certain that such an invitation has been received, but the Rajah has no 
present intention of accepting it. 

3. In the course of subsequent conversations Sridher revived the topics 
which were discussed at the last audience with which I was honoured by 
the Rajah, and desired my Moonshee to deliver my message not so formal 
as that proposal by him at their last interview, but soliciting me with, 
earnestness not to decline reporting to Your Lordship what passed at my 
interview with the Rajah on the 15th instant. 

4. For reasons which I shall have the honour to state in the sequel 
of this address, I sent my Moonshee yesterday evening to Sridher with. 


* Messengers. 


f Nasik Tryambak. 
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written instructions to make the following answer on my part : — “ To my 
own thinking I have already obviated the doubts and apprehensions 
which were stated, and have left no room . for the continuance of them ; 
to retain such doubts and suspicions is wrong. As to the other object 
which was mentioned, I have not refused to report it; But since there is 
no misunderstanding between the Rajah and His Highness the Peshwa, 
■and on the contrary good will towards him has been most fully evinced, 

I hinted the enquiry (as to) what is the object of the interposition thus 
tendered, and there the subject was dropt on your side.” 

5. Sridher desired permission to make known this message to the 
Rajah in the words in which it was delivered to him, and my Moonshee 
having waited on the Rajah this morning at Sridher’s tents, found that it 
had been communicated to him and that he now seems satisfied with the 
assurances of his apprehensions being groundless, and much delighted 
with the expectation that his offer of interposition will be reported to Your 
Lordship, and he declares himself confident it will be favourably received. 
He made strong professions of attachment to the Company and of his 
zeal to cultivate the friendship of the British Government and to render 
essential services to the Company. He said if the Peshwa should aggress, 
e himself would be the foremost in opposing such aggressions by force. 
His whole army he said would, in that case, be at my disposal. In short, 
jf there were not too many reasons for distrust, his professions are so 
strong that a favourable opinion of his uniform sincerity might be 
presumed. . 

6. As the avowed partisan of the late Nana Fadnavees, the Rajah of 
tierar was certainly heretofore inimical to Dowlut Rao Sindia. So long 
A/r l rea<aec [ that Ghieftain s resentment and his ascendency in the 
ar atta ernpue, the Rajah of Berar was really solicitous for the protection 
° e . ri tish Government and would have been willing to * make 
concessions in return for it. He hoped to earn it with few or even without 
any concessions when the Peshwa s resource opened to him new prospects 
to his view Since the unexpected reconciliation of the Peshwa and 
Smdia and the consequent preparations of the last mentioned Chief for 
eturnmg to indostan, he is entirely relieved from apprehensions of 
ia s animosity, and although no cordial union can probably take place 
' ^ VeC j * Is an< ^ Dowlut Rao, yet the Rajah of Berar has been 

UC J- !° enter * nto ^ es ^ lwa s Present views of securing him from the 
the N' ia 6 reser j tmen ^ the British Government and of His Highness 
to the tTv ? er a ^ S *° r sa ke °f preserving a supposed counterpoise 
-entprt ' P? Wer ‘ ^ IS probable that these sentiments were not 

month a rl 'l 1 . m , uc ^ ea f lier than the commencement of the present 
reconril' , at 1 a ho not intelligence above three weeks sooner that a 
he likelv to^ & ta ? n p . ac p between the Peshwa and Dowlut Rao, was 
° so. n the interim he wavered and it is impossible to 
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acquit him wholly of insincerity in his conduct during that interval. 
The professions then made were so consonant to the former disposition 
of this Court that I did not sufficiently distrust them. But it may be 
doubted whether the promises at that time tendered were even intended 
to be kept. 

7. It seems now evident that the Rajah will not accede to the treaty 
recently concluded at Hyderabad, and that his object in wishing to negotiate 
on a different basis in concert with the Peshwa, is to avoid on his own part 
and on that of the Peshwa, concessions by which the power of the Mahrattas 
in general might be lessened. At the same time he possibly looks to his 
own exaltation as a mediator between the greatest Power of India and even 
hopes to ingratiate himself in that capacity with both parties. Conceiving 
this to be really the present disposition of the Court of Nagpur, 
I apprehend that by making any further difficulty of reporting to Your 
Lordship the Rajah’s offer of interposition, I should accelerate rather than 
retard his progressing towards a close union with the Court of Peshwa. 
To avoid this consequence and for the purpose of reminding him that 
Your Lordship has evinced a zealously amicable disposition towards the 
Peshwa, and that no differences exist between • the British Government 
and the Court of Poona, I sent the message stated in the fourth paragraph 
of this address. 

8. While the Rajah’s proposal is thus kept in suspense, there is room for 
the probable recurrence of circumstances to estrange him from a 
combination with other Marhatta Powers, before this seemingly discordant 
union can be consolidated. Meanwhile an influence at this Court is 
preserved which may be exerted to prevent the adoption of obnoxious 
measures. Such is the actual mission of the ministers to Poona, the 
Rajah’s proceeding to meet Bajy Rao and Sindia on the Godavary, and 
especially his assembling troops on his southern frontier. 

9. Unless impelled by motives of necessity the Rajah of Berar cannot 
be long cordially united with the Court of Poona, because he is ever 
secretly impatient of feudal subordination to the Peshwa. So lately as this 
morning in his message which the Rajah desired should be delivered 
verbatim to me by my Moonshee.he said, “ whether I be considered as the 
kinsman, the servant or the slave of the Rajah of Sittarah, it is on account 
of the relation in which I stand to Sao* Rajah, whatever that be, that I am 
interested for the Peshwa. He writes to me that he commits himself to 
my guidance as to that of a father. Now my objects are the same with 
those of the British Government, namely that general tranquillity be 
preserved while no injustice is committed. If then the Peshwa shoul 
aggress, my army will be at your disposal.” 
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10. Considering the mutual jealousy that subsists among all the 
Marhatta Powers, it is not even now impossible that if Your Lordship 
should think it expedient to encourage' the Rajah’s offer of interposition, 
he may side with the British Government rather than with the Peshwa in 
the progress of negotiation, and that for the same reason which rendered 
it credible that the Rajah’s ministers, had they gone to Poona, would have 
taken part with the British Government in negotiations there. The 
reason here alluded to is the wish which the Rajah of Berar probably 
entertains of ingratiating himself with the British Government that he 
may revert more safely to his ancient policy of maintaining relations of 
amity with all, while he forms no permanent strict alliance with 
any power. 


No. 52 — The Raja asks the Resident to rely on his solemn promise of assistance to 
the Company in the place of a definitive treaty, which the Resident 
objects to. The Raja is informed of the Peshwa’s unwillingness to 
accede to a treaty in which the Bhonsle Raja figured as principal. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 20th December 1800. 
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The information I received through various channels is so contradictory 
that I cannot state it to Your Lordship with any confidence as a ground for 
judging of the present disposition of this Court. Intelligence, on the 
authenticity of which I can place most reliance, only proves that the 
counsels of the Rajah of Berar fluctuate, and that measures of the most 
opposite tendency become alternately the subjects of deliberation. In a 
late despatch (dated 5th instant) I had the honour to mention to Your 
Lordship that the Rajah was supposed to entertain thoughts of resuming 
the design of an alliance with the British Government. Four days ago 
Sridher Pundit sent a message by my Moonshee which seems to 
demonstrate that this information was not groundless. 

2. He mentioned a rumour that I was holding myself in readiness to 
return to Hindoostan. He conjured me not to think of doing so. If 
I expected my recall the Rajah would immediately write to Your Lordship 
to solicit my continuance at his Court ; perhaps the delays that have 
occurred, may have occasioned dissatisfaction ; but the.Rajah is, he said, 
resolved (though further delay may yet intervene) that I should not take 
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my leave without having succeeded in my mission. I have not thought it 
necessary to contradict the rumour mentioned by Sridher otherwise than 
fay saying, that I do not know of any sufficient foundation for it. My 
Moonshee had already observed to him, when receiving his message, that 
excessive delay was doubtless unsatisfactory. 

3. I have stated this message to Your Lordship, simply because it 
conveys a seeming confirmation of the notion that the Rajah has it still 
in contemplation to enter into engagements with Your Lordship. On the 
other hand, I have credible information that he has very lately deliberated 
on the measure of proceeding in person to Poona in consequence of 
reiterated summons from the Peshwa. A few days before he was said to 
be much disgusted by an intimation from Bajee Rao that pecuniary 
contributions are expected from him, and no less so by a declaration 
from the same quarter, that he is distrusted and suspected of duplicity 
in his conduct. 


4 . Unwilling that the Peshwa’s refusal of admitting him as a principal 
in any treaty of alliance in which His Highness may be contracting party, 
should remain longer unknown to the Rajah of Berar, I obtained an. 
audience on the 16th instant. I began by requesting the communication 
of the Rajah's sentiments on the clause of the recent treaty' of Hyderabad, 
which concerns him. He replied that his message (of the 20th ultimo) 
the purport of which he saw repeated as a solemn engagement, amounted 
on his part to the obligations of a treaty ; his whole army would be at 
Your Lordship s disposal in case of aggressions. This promise, which he 
would strictly fulfill, was, he said, equivalent to a treaty. 

5. As it was not my immediate object to press for a definitive answer, 

I considered this as evasive only and reserving to myself to remark on it 
the next day, I replied that written engagements the terms of which shall 
have been deliberately weighed by both parties, and which shall specify 
all reciprocal objections, are indispensable. Else the extent of a promise 
and the complete or imperfect fulfilment of, it must become the occasion 
or ruture controversy. 


6. In reply, the Rajah acknowledged that written documents obviate 
disputes. But previously to the further consideration of this subject 
he requested a copy of the treaty of Salbye, to which he is by implication 
a party. I readily agreed to furnish the copy requested by him. 

7. 1 then proceeded to r'emark that the Rajah perhaps postponed 
according to, the treaty of Hyderabad, wishing to learn previously what the 
Peshwa, who is named in the same clause of it, finally determines in regard 

the P?h " 5T t0 * ‘ TH u \ kneW beforehand what His Highness 

Icau!^ t rT°L W ° Uld be ’ and that 1 found ^ necessary to 

acquaint the Rajah with the circumstance from which I anticipated the 
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Pcs h was answer. It was a matter of almost equal delicacy to communicate 
or suppress it ; but it was no longer possible to let him remain ignorant of 
what it was absolutely necessary he should know. I then informed him 
that in consequence of his declared willingness to enter into an alliance 
such as had been offered to him, Colonel Palmer had proposed in his 
negotiations with the Peshwa a clause similar to that which the Rajah had 
perused in the recent treaty of Hyderabad. But Bajy Rao declared he 
would not accede to a treaty in which the Rajah of Berar was to be admitted 
as a principal, because the Rajah is subordinate to him and stands in the 
relation of a subject. 


8. The Rajah replied that he is not subject to the Peshwa, (but) a 
servant like him of the Rajah of Sittarah. He thanked me for making 
known this circumstance to him and added compliments, to which 
I returned suitable answer. 


9. The next day, I gave written instructions to my Moonshee to deliver 
a message in my name to Sridher Pundit for the Rajah. The following is 
a literal translation of it. 

“ From the time of my arrival here, it has been the intention of both 
parties and both have recognised it as expedient that a treaty should be 
adjusted, for this is considered as the means of strengthening the relation 
of friendship, the bonds of union and participation in joy and sorrow. 
Accordingly the Rajah himself more than once declared in express terms 
that it must take place. When the design was formed of adjusting a new 
treaty at Hyderabad for the purpose of establishing a firm foundation of 
tranquillity, peace and safety, this was mentioned, and from the mode in 
which the proposition was received, it was certain that the Rajah declared 
his accession to the plan. Afterwards when a rumour prevailed that the 
treaty was concluded, being asked the purport of it, I committed to writing 
and sent an abstract of the terms of the new treaty ; this too seemed 
satisfactory, and the Rajah subsequently used to declare he would accede 
to it. Now the Rajah says a verbal declaration should be received as 
equivalent to a treaty, and thdt is his answer. I have not received it as 
a definitive answer, and for this reason, lest the Rajah, notwithstanding 
the firm friendship that subsists, should be charged with want of sincerity 
and be liable to reproaches. It is necessary to tread the path of consistency 
and it is advisable to contemplate the benefits and good consequences 
of concert and strict union. This merits deliberation. A week hence 
I shall trouble him for his sentiments on the subject of the proposed 
treaty of alliance.” 

10. Trivial circumstances prevented this message being delivered 
until yesterday morning and the Rajah, having proceeded to a place of 
worship twenty coss distant, has deferred answering it until his return 
from that excursion. 
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1 

No, 53 — Colebrooke informs the Governor General that the Raja was _ only ! 

procrastinating and was not very eager for a subsidiary alliance • 
with the Company. 

FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

, ' Nagpur, 16th January 1801. 

After returning from the excursion mentioned in my address to Your 
Lordship dated 20th ultimo, Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla immediately 
proceeded on a similar excursion towards a different quarter, making an 
apology to me for this further delay in replying-to the message which I had 
sent to him, as reported to Your Lordship in my address above quoted. 
He returned from his second excursion in a few days and yesterday after 
a further postponement on account of the intervening festivals, he gave 
my Moonshee a private audience at which he noticed my message in the 
mode stated in the following report. 

2. He asked, what failure has there been on his part in discharging 
the duties of ancient friendship ? deficiency never shall occur. On this 
he is firmly resolved and no doubt need be entertained. These general 
assurances were frequently repeated and he renewed his declaration that 
all his forces are at Your Lordship’s disposal. He said, he has always 
spoken to me his sincere sentiments without concealment ; what he has said 
he is resolved to make good ; it may be considered as engraved on stone. 
Equity is the object he, as well as the British Government, contemplates. 
The task of adjusting matters of friendship between both parties must 
be mine, and I must so contrive that both shall preserve their equal scales 
weighed in friendship’s balance. He said he would add but one remark, 
for to say more would be superfluous, that all good policy now belongs 
exclusively to the British Government. 

3. Your Lordship will perceive that the Rajah studiously avoids 
giving a direct refusal to the proposal of according to the treaty of 
Hyderabad, though evidently resolved not to avail himself of the option 
given to him by that treaty. He is unwilling by a direct refusal to break 
off negotiation entirely and preclude himself from resuming them, 
should circumstances soon render it, in his opinion, expedient again to 
seek the alliance of the British Government. However urged, he will 
for these reasons continue to elude returning a positive answer. Mean 
time his deliberations, so far as I obtain any information of them, have 
hitherto indicated irresoluteness on every point except that of 
procrastinating, and of preserving, if possible, the relation of amity with 
the great Powers of the Deccan, at the same time cultivating friendly 
disposition of the British Government in particular. 

mo-i Bk Ca 1—6 
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4 With powers of less note he observes less delicacy. Since the 
close of the rainy season, a part of the troops stationed in the province 
of Gurrah have advanced into the contiguous districts of Bundelkhand 
under pretention of chastising the borderers, who had made incursions 
into Gurrah. They have succeeded in reducing several strong places 
and are continuing to advance towards Panna. No answer has been 
returned to letters received from Ali Bahadur, who expostulates on the 
ground of all Bundelkhand having been abandoned to him and therefore 
belonging to his dominions, and the latest accounts received from that 
quarter state that troops sent by Ali Bahadur were approaching and an 
action was expected to take place in the course of a few days. It 
is probable that Raghojee Bhonsla wishes to take advantage of present 
circumstances to subjugate that part of Bundelkhand which borders on 
his own dominions, and has not been already completely reduced by 
Ali Bahadur. The studied silence observed at this Court in regard 
to those recent transactions, indicates that the Rajah is in the present 
instance prosecuting ambitious designs. 


No. 54 — Colebrooke suggests his recall and the abolition of the residency of 
Nagpur, as it gave an appearance of an actual alliance between the 
Raja and the Company. He asks the Governor General’s permission 
to declare to the Raja that the negotiations for an alliance were finally 
broken off. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

-•m o; 

vr. 

Nagpur, 21st January 1801. 

A few days ago I received information that the design pf sending 
confidential Ministers to Poona is certainly resumed by this Court, and 
that a day for their departure will be appointed in the course of next 
week. I have not learnt the precise objects of their mission nor the 
colour, which will be put on this measure, when it is formally announced 
a . fe T days hence. But I cannot doubt, that Raghojee Bhonsla’s whole 
aim is to effect the complete accommodation of all his differences with 
other Marhatta Powers, that he should in more security pursue his ancient 
policy without need of placing himself under the immediate protection 
or any one state. 
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2. This opinion of the present views of the Court of Nagpur I was 
before led to entertain, as I have had the honour to state in former 
-addresses to Your Lordship. It is confirmed by private intelligence 
that the Ministers are instructed to enforce the Bhonsla’s claim for 
a remission of all pecuniary contributions, and to repel the demand of 
arrears and the claim for a present contingent in money or troops by 
holding out a menace that the Rajah may be induced to follow the example 
of the Nizam, and conclude a strict alliance with the Company. 

3. This information is so consonant to probability that I do not 
hesitate in giving credit to the intelligence. It is obvious that such a 
menace is likely to have weight at the Court of Poona in the present 
posture of affairs, and when the Rajah of Berar shall have effected by such 
means the objects to carry there, he will be entirely relieved from any 
necessity of seeking the protection of the British Government. 

4. I hope Your Lordship will not think me presumptuous if I beg leave 
to suggest the expediency of recalling me from this Court. The Rajah 
of Berar derives from the presence of a British Resident at his Court the 
benefits of an actual alliance with the British Government without 
making any return for those benefits, and without being bound by any 
engagements to the Company. The withdrawing of the Residency 
would deprive him of those advantages. It would diminish the efficacy 
of the menace which his ministers are instructed to hold out to the 
Court of Poona, and it must consequently accelerate those events, 

.which may compel him to take refuge in an alliance with the 
Company. 

5. The negotiations which were opened with him seem to be now 
virtually closed. Should Your Lordship deem it expedient to recall 
me on this ground, either for the reasons which I have had the honour 
to suggest or upon any other considerations, the Rajah of Berar will find 
it necessary immediately, or else after the lapse of a few months, * nake 
new overtures to Your Lordship, which may lead to the dy 
arrangement of a treaty of alliance with him. I have the prifi r f e of 
such necessity be felt by him , less early than I am led to suppose, still a 
contrary result need not be apprehended whatever turn affairs may 
take between the British Government and Dowlut Rao Sindia or His 
Highness the Peshwa ; for the Rajah of Berar will either observe 
real neutrality, or at least take no active part against the Company 
or its allies. 

6. The weight which he obtained among other .Mahratta States 
through the presence of a British Resident at the Court, and through the 
consequent appearance of connection with Your Lordship’s Government, 
is so valuable to him that in all events he will doubtless solicit the 
-reappointment of a Resident, and thus afford Your Lordship an 

mo-1 Bk Ca 1 — 6c? 
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opportunity of granting his request at a time when he has it less in his 
power than at present, to employ the favourable disposition manifested 
by Your Lordship towards him for the purpose, which tends to the 
obstruction of Your Lordship’s views. 

7. These considerations indicate the expediency of the measure, 
which I have now had the honour to suggest. But if other circumstances 
render it ineligible, I beg leave to propose that I should be authorized 
to declare formally that the negotiation founded on the basis of the 
recent treaty of Hyderabad is at an end. By thus weakening the Raja’s 
confidence that he will at any time be admitted by Your Lordship to the 
benefits of an alliance with the British Government, even after failing 
in his negotiations with the Court of Poona, he may be forced to the 
immediate adoption of a less subtile* policy. 

8. Should Your Lordship approve either of these suggestions I beg 
leave to solicit your early commands ; because the mission of the 
Ministers to Poona with instructions such as are stated in the second 
paragraph of this address, is likely to take place early in the next, 
month. 


55 Colebroolre informs the Governor General that a mission would soon 
visit the Poona Court from the Bhonsle, hut that in no way indicated 
the Raja’s complicity in the dangerous schemes of Sindhia and the- 
Peshwa. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 26th January 1801. 

\ 

Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla yesterday at noon sent for my Moonshee and 
desired him to deliver a message acquainting me, that Tuesday which is 
to-morrow, had been the moment fixed upon for the departure of the 
ministers deputed to the Court of Poona ; when their mission was before 
in. contemplation, I was made acquainted with everything relating to it ; 
by my advice it was then postponed, but it had been now resolved upon 
or the transaction of indispensable affairs. This information was, he said, 
communicated to me conformably with the exigency of friendship, and he 

esired my Moonshee to convey to Sridher in the evening the answer he 
roight give. 


* Subtle, ingenious. 
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2. I directed the Moonshee to reply that I was much pleased when he 
repeated to me the mention of friendship, and that I waited to be informed 
of the present motives for now sending the Ministers to Poona. The 
delivery of my message to Sridher yesterday evening was however 
prevented by the circumstance of the Rajah’s palace being besieged. by 
•a body of Sikhs, who have mutinied for their pay. As the mutiny is not yet 
quelled, I shall not probably receive any further communication respecting 
this mission and the motive of it before it takes place. 

3. To the information, which is already before Your Lordship, 
imperfect as it is, I can yet add no further intelligence but the arrival of an 
agent from Poona with an answer so far satisfactory to the Rajah as to have 
accelerated his sending the ministers thither. Your Lordship will remark 
the careless manner in which the measure has been notified, and the 
Rajah s seeming indifference as to the opinion that majf be entertained of 
•a step, which he has not yet explained. 

4. The Rajah of Berar has in this instance evidently taken a resolution, 
which is not to be shaken by argument, perhaps not even by the strongest 
remonstrances I could take upon myself to make without Your Lordship’s 
special instructions. Nor would any useful purpose be attained by a 
strenuous opposition to this measure ; since the Bhonsla could be at no loss 
for other channels of concerting with the Court of Poona, agreements such 
as he may have in view. 

5. Although the present behaviour of the Rajah of Berar does not 
seem conformable with his supposed disposition to cultivate a good 
understanding with the British Government, and to rely on the protection 
of the Company in case of need, yet it is not wholly inconsistent with that 
disposition, as connected with the other views, I have been also led to 
ascribe to this Court. It chiefly proves that the Rajah of Berar presumes 
too much on the alacrity with which he thinks he would be at any time 
welcomed as an ally by the British Government. I do not find any reason 
for believing that the Rajah of Berar is willing to enter into views of the 
Peshwa and Sindhia inimical to the Company or its allies, and the 
expediency of the measure, which I ventured to propose for Your 
Lordship’s consideration in the fourth paragraph of despatch dated 21 st 
instant, appears to be still further confirmed. 

6. Since the foregoing part of this address was written, the mutiny 
having been quelled, Sridher has received the answer to the Rajah’s 
message above mentioned. He observed that an urgent requisition having 
been received from the Peshwa brought by the agent recently arrived from 
Poona, the mission of himself and his colleague is now become unavoidable. 
He made professions of the Rajah’s unalterable friendship for the 
Company and asserted his own reluctance to proceed to Poona, could it 
by. any means be avoided. He added, that the Rajah will this evening 
appoint an hour for an interview to-morrow. 



86 


NAGPUR AFFAIRS 


[Apr. 

No. 56 — The Resident is asked, to bring about an amicable settlement of the 
boundary dispute in the Midnapore quarter with the Bhonsle Raja ; 
on the Raja’s declining a fair settlement, severe measures are 
threatened. 


01 ] 

3. $ 

foregoir 
has tKo 

transm 


FROM-THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

TO-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 

Fort William, 11th April 1801. 


I am directed by His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, to transmit to you, for your information, the enclosed copies 
of letters received from the acting Magistrate at Ramgarh, together with 
an extract from the Military Department on the same subject, and to 
desire that you will make the necessary representations to the Rajah 
of Berar, in order that measures may be adopted to prevent the 
apprehended renewal of the disturbances so lately quelled in the Palamou 
district. 

2. I am further directed to transmit to you copies of letters received 
from the Magistrate of Midnapore, and to desire that you will also state the 
circumstances therein mentioned, to the Rajah of Berar, and at the same 
time that you will suggest to the Rajah the expediency of adopting the 
measure proposed by the Magistrate, for the purpose of establishing a 
definite and connected line of demarkation between the territories of the 
Company and of the Marhattas, as being the only means of preventing the 
perpetual recurrence of acts of depredation on the part of the Marhattas, 
upon the inhabitants of the Company’s possessions. Should the Rajah 
be disposed to accede to an equitable exchange of territory, or to any 
species of commutation by which the object above described may be 
attained, you will suggest to the Rajah the necessity of appointing a proper 
person with sufficient powers to adjust the terms of the proposed measure, 
in concert with such officer as may be nominated under the order of 
His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, to enter into 
a negotiation for that purpose. Should the Rajah be disinclined to accede 
to t is proposition, you will state to him, that with a view to protect the 
ives and property of the Company s subjects from those acts of depredations 
an \ io ence which the officers of the Marhatta State are either unwilling,, 
or una e to restrain, His Lordship will consider it his duty to deviate from 
; 5 U r- delicacy hitherto observed by the British Government 
sar s t e Marhatta State and to authorize the Company’s troops to 

~ Ue * , e P er P e trators of such acts of violence as are now complained, 
into the Marhatta territory. 
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3. With a view to aid the effect of your representations upon the 
foregoing subjects, His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General 
has thought proper to address a letter to Raghojee Bhonsla, which will be 
transmitted to you by this despatch, from the Persian Translator’s office. 


No. 57 — Recall of Colebrooke and abolition of the Residency at Nagpur ; 
appreciation of Colebrooke’s services by the Governor General. 


FROM— THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, . 
TO-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 


Fort William, 15th April 1801. 


The conduct of the Rajah of Berar during the whole of the negotiations 
appears to me to have been insincere and illusory. He seems at no period 
of time to have been really desirous of becoming party to the general 
defensive alliance concluded with His Highness the Nizam. It appears 
to have been the Rajah’s policy to render his negotiation with the British 
Government subservient to his particular views at the Court of Poona. 
But whatever may be the Rajah’s real disposition and designs, the 
importance of his becoming a party to the alliance is greatly diminished by 
the altered state of circumstances. Your mission has already produced 
as much benefit to the interest of the Company as could reasonably be 
expected by your longer continuance. It has revived and improved the 
political relations between the British Government and the State of Berar, 
and has laid the foundation of a closer alliance, if circumstances should 
hereafter render such a connection desirable. 

I have therefore resolved to withdraw the Residency from Nagpur. 
You will receive from the Persian Department a letter from me to the 
Rajah’s address announcing your recall. You will accordingly quit 
Nagpur for your return to the Presidency as soon after your delivery of 
that letter as you may find convenient. 

I have great pleasure in communicating to you my entire approbation 
of your conduct and my sense of your zeal, diligence and ability during the 
whole of your Residence at the Court of Berar. 

I shall direct the Resident at Poona to make such provision as may be 
necessary for the conduct of the political relations of the British 
Government with the Court of Nagpur, and for obtaining intelligence of 
its views. 
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No. 58 — Mutiny of Raja’s brigade in Berar, the Pindari trouble in Sagar, 
Raja's brother Venkoji offers certain confidential intelligence. Raja 
summoned to Poona. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 30th April 1801. 

A dangerous mutiny of the troops stationed in Berar proper, has engaged 
the whole attention of this Court during the past week. The entire 
brigade of sepoys stationed in that province mutinied for their arrears of 
pay. They confined their principal officers and marched with the cannon 
attached to their brigade towards this capital. On their approaching 
within fifteen miles, it was thought necessary to draw out a large body of 
troops towards the quarter from which they were advancing, but the 
mutineers after committing some violence on their march, have become 
more moderate, and have now agreed to return to their duty on receiving 
a certain proportion of the arrears due to them. 


2. While this transaction keeps the Court in alarm, its attention is 
distracted from other important objects. The garrison of Sumbalpore 
continues mutinous and so far from yielding the fort as was expected in 
consequence of an adjustment which had been made, these mutineers 
have plundered the neighbouring country. At the same time intelligence 
has been received that an action has been fought with doubtful success 
between Holcar s marauders and the troops sent by this Government 
to expel them from Sagar. They still continue their devastations in that 
province, notwithstafiding a pecuniary contribution which ,the chieftain of 
Sagar agreed to pay to the marauders by way of ransom for his city and 
district. 


3. Within the last week Vincajee Bhonsla has renewed the subject of 
his proffered communication. The confidential persons employed by 
him brought me several messages, contained a direct hint that he looks 
to be seconded in his designs, and as i have reason to believe that his views 
are such as were explained in my address to Your Lordship dated 25th 
ultimo, I judged it necessary to notice that hint in a manner adapted 
to discourage his expectations, if these be founded or any other grounds 
but the fact of sinister conduct on the part of his brother towards the British 
Government or its allies. It was also my wish to provoke the communica- 
tion of such a fact, if it be real. I therefore replied, that if the designs in 
which Vincajee desires to be seconded are adverse to his brother’s interests, 
it is necessary to reflect whether the British Government consistently with 
its invariable and rigid observance of equity and good faith, can be expected 
to assist designs injurious to one with whom it maintains the relations of 
amit>, and who has not forfeited its friendship by any known act. 
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4. No reply was made to this observation. In the evening of the 
next day Vincajee unexpectedly sent to request my Moonshee’s immediate 

\ attendance on him at his garden three miles distant from the town. As the 
Moonshee had a previous appointment to wait on Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla 
at the very same hour upon a trivial business, he was under the disagree- 
able necessity of excusing himself and Vincajee seems to have taken it in 
:good part, although the compliance with his summon at the time would 
have been followed by the certain consequence of awakening his brother’s 
suspicions. He has not yet appointed another time, nor sent any later 
message. 

5. The circumstances which so long delay Vincajee’s proposed 
communication, are unfortunate. It might perhaps resolve the doubts, 
which there is too much reason to entertain, respecting the intention of the 
Peshwa and Dowlut Rao Smdhia. To their designs whatever these are, 
the Rajah of Berar must doubtless be privy, though it still seems improbable 
that he should be induced to take part in them. At the same time it must 
be acknowledged that the Rajah s conduct is not clear from suspicion, and 
both Vincajee s confidential messengers who are persons of rank and highly 
trusted by him, have thrown out obscure hints which tend to increase the 
distrust of the Rajah of Berar s good faith. I still hope to avail myself 
of the advances made by Vincajee to elicit from him a full disclosure of the 
designs entertained by the Marhatta Powers. 

6. I have this moment, while preparing" the present despatch, received 
intelligence that an express arrived last night from Poona with a summon 
from the Peshwa to the Rajah of Berar requiring his immediate attendance 
at Poona, and notifying to him that Dowlut Rao Smdhia, Ali Behadur and 
other Marhatta chiefs have been also summoned. The express has been 
brought by two confidential servants of the Peshwa. Whether the Rajah 
of Berar will comply, is yet uncertain. 


No. 59 Colebrooke conveys to the Governor General secret intelligence about 
the Peshwa s plans to form a confederacy of the Maratha chieftains 
i against the Company, in which the Nizam also may be invited, as also 
the Bhonsle Raja. British hostility to Sindhia’s employment of 

trench officers is resented by the Nagpur Court. 


FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 4th May 1801. 

It seems indubitable that the purpose for which a convention of 
Marhatta Chieftains has been summoned, is to arrange a confederacy 
I against the British Power. Persons from whom I have been accustomed 
to receive intelligence in which I put trust, because their confidential 
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situations give them access to accurate information, now speak of the 
Peshwa’s designs as completely manifested by the call of a convention, and 
the Rajah of Berar’s privity to them as no longer susceptible of concealment 
after the receipt of a summon to attend that meeting. One of the persons 
here alluded to is in the confidential employ of Vincajee Bhonsla, the other 
attached to the same prince, but derives further means of information 
from the employments which he holds in the service of the Rajah 
of Berar. 


2. They acknowledge that the object of the convention is to concert 
measures against the British Government, that the Peshwa has long 
harboured the same designs and he dates it so far back as the fall of Tippoo 
Sultan. He says the project is now matured and the troops lately levied 
at Poona are intended for this very service. The other avers that the 
scheme includes a plan of inviting aid from the French and from Zamaun 
Shah. Both assert that its object is to extort from the British Government 
the cession of a part of the conquests made in Mysore, and to screen Dowlut 
Row Sindhia from the effects of the resentment supposed to be excited 
solely by his entertaining French officers in his service. They confirm 
what has been mentioned by other persons also, that the Marhatta Courts 
hope to detach the Nizam from his alliance with the Company ; both hint 
that the Rajah of Berar listens cheerfully to the Peshwa’s overtures, but in 
answer to the direct question suggested by this hint, they employ only 
general terms, one saying that the Marhattas are all of one mind, the other 
launching out into regrets at the infatuation of the Marhatta Chieftains. 
To the question whether the Rajah of Berar will comply with the 
summons, the reply was “ not immediately, but he will probably meet the 
rest of the Marhatta Chieftains on the banks of the Godavary under 
pretence of religion, at a fair which will be held on the last day of 
August next ”. 


3. The information of which the heads are here submitted to Your 
Lordship, is corroborated in some circumstances by intelligence received 
through other channels. An intelligence who receives wages from me, has 
of late frequently brought accounts of conversations overheard, regarding 
proposals made by the Marhattas to the Nizam for a confederacy to wrest 
from the Company its acquisitions in Mysore. I have also received in- 
telligence but which is not yet confirmed, that an agent sent by the Nizam 
with a secret commission unknown to Azim-ul-Omrah arrived here last 
week, has had a private audience of the Rajah of Berar and still remains 
here in disguise. 

4. As to the supposed cause of resentment on the part of the British 
Government against Dowlut Row Sindhia, that notion has certainly been 
entertained even by this Court. An expression dropt by one of the Rajah 
? oerar s ministers was long ago reported to me, which conveyed that 
] t vas unjust to dictate to any one what servants he should employ, or to 
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require him to dismiss from his service men of a particular tribe or nation 
that may be displeasing to another power. This was spoken on the subject 
of the supposed misunderstanding between the British Government and 
Dowlut Row Sindhia. 

5. But in regard to the Rajah of Berar’s alleged disposition to listen to 
the Peshwa’s overtures, it must be remarked that the same persons who 
now hint it, have, like others who speak of the views of the Court, 
invariably affirmed it to be the Rajah of Berar’s policy to maintain 
appearances with all Powers but unity with none, and certainly there is 
no indication from any military preparations that the Rajah has hitherto 
meditated taking part in an arduous war. 

6. Doubtless the Rajah of Berar would view with no regret events that 
should re-establish a counterpoise against the British Power in the East 
Indies. With hopes of this consequence he may be disposed not to dis- 
courage the Peshwa s projects, but he himself probably intends to adopt 
the same conduct which this Court observed during the last war between 
the Company and the Marhattas, preserving neutrality for which he would 

— claim merit with both parties and by which he would hope to find himself 
after the close of the war, better secured in his own independence. 


No. 60 — Colebrooke points to Venkojee, the Raja’s brother, as the source of his 
information of a general Maratha confederacy against British 
interests. Venkojee offers to supply more information of an 
incriminating nature. 


FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 8th May 1801. 

On reviewing my address to Your Lordship bearing date of yesterday, 
I am apprehensive that I have not sufficiently restricted the credit attached 
by me to the information stated m the second paragraph of that address. 
The persons, who furnished it, must be considered as deriving their 
knowledge chiefly, though not solely, from Vmcajee Bhonsla, but neither 
of them have alleged his authority m support of the genuineness of their 
information. Without this authentication and without a detail of facts, 
their assertions, however confidently made, can be received only as 
surmises, though probably they possess better knowledge of what they 
affirm. 
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2. Vincajee’s confidential messenger has brought an answer to the 
observations which I made on the suggestion, that he expects to be 
seconded in his views. In this answer he insinuates that he has it in his 
power to disclose not one, but many instances of insidiousness in his 
brother’s conduct towards the British Government, and that he will do 
so, and even point out simple and very gentle means of reclaiming Raghojee 
Bhonsla, provided I promise to trust myself to his guidance. Without 
making the unconditional promise asked by him I have returned an answer 
which will, I hope, induce him at length after so much hesitation and so 
many mysterious messages, to make his proffered disclosure. 


No. 6i Colebrooke learns from Venkoji Bhonsle’s agent of attempts by the 
Marathas to dissolve the alliance between the Company and the Nizam. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY. 


Nagpur, 8th May 1801. 

In a long conversation between Vmcajee Bhonsla’s confidential agent 
and my Moonshee which followed the communication of my answer to 
Vmcajee s last message, that Moonshee by my orders enforced the purport 
of it, by saying that regard is equally entertained for both sons of Moodajee 
Bhonsla, but the demonstrations of it are, by the natural course of affairs, 
confined to the head of the family. To entertain propositions from 
Vmcajee Bhonsla would be a deviation from this usual course and must 
be founded on sufficient reasons. He took several occasions of insinuating 
that he believed no such reason exists, else it would have beemmade known 
before this time. 

2. On the other hand Vincajee’s agent explained his hesitation as 
arising from sensations of resentment against his brother and revived 
ection for him. One moment he is desirous of consulting his own safety, 
t e next he is reluctant to become the means of endangering his brother ; 

owever, the disclosure will be made. Mean time he assured, said 
t e agent, that Raghojee Bhonsla is privy to the counsels of the other 

Marhatta chiefs. 
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3. In addition to his former intimations of the nature of these designs 
he then hinted that the dissolution of the alliance between the Nizam and 
the Company is an object which the Marhattas have much at heart, and to 
effect which every artifice will be used. He repeated his former informa- 
tion (for it was from him the intelligence was received) relative to the 
arrival of a secret agent from Hyderabad ; he did not, however, furnish 
any light which could enable me to ascertain the truth of the intelligence, 
but he added as Vincajee’s as well as his own opinion, that the mission, if 
real, is a stratagem of the Court of Hyderabad. I must, however, remark 
that more probably the intelligence itself is wholly erroneous. 


No. 62 The Resident sends to the Governor General a copy of a secret letter 
from the Peshwa to the Raja. 

FROM— THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 8th May 1801. 

Since I closed my despatch of this date, the treachery of a Muttsuddy* 
has given me possession of an important document ; it is a copy of the 
P eshwa s last letter to the Rajah of Berar, and I have the honour to 
enclose a translation of it. 

2. .1 shall hereafter solicit permission to recommend to Your Lordship’s 
notice the person, by whose address this document has been procured with 
a comparatively small expenditure of money on secret service.. 


No. 63 — Translation of the secret letter from the Peshwa to the Raja asking him 
to come personally to Poona to concert measures against the English 
in co-operation with other Maratha chieftains and the Nizam. 

FROM— THE PESHWA, 

TO-RAGHUJI BHONSLE. 


Poona. 

When confusion manifold and various prevailed here all that was written 
to require your attendance had no effect on you. In regard to several 
matters which you have represented by means of Narain Rowf and 
subsequently, the case is, that on the subject of reconciling enmity and 
cementing union between Sindhia and you, a written message has been 


* Clerk. 


f Narayan Baburao Vaidya, Peshwa ’s Vakil at Nagpur. 
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sent and one will be again sent. It is therefore written to you that by no 
measure and on no account, you should treat with the English for an 
alliance with them. For in a short time my object and MusheerV : will 
become the same. It is incumbent that having settled your country, 
you repair to this place. For on your arrival and after consulting we will, 
•with all our chieftains and with Musheer aforesaid, fetch the ornament 
of the throne from Delhi, and making him our leader, face them')' and will 
take from them the share of the territory lately embezzled by them. 
But all these matters will be concerted at a meeting. What more ? 


No. 64 — The Resident proposes an exchange of territory to settle the boundary 
question. (See letters dated 17th June 1799, 17th March 1809 and 
18th April 1801). He prepares to leave Nagpur before the rains. 


FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGP JR. 
TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL, 


Nagpur, 12th May 1801. 

I have had the honour to receive Your Lordship’s commands bearing 
date of 15th ultimo, and beg leave to make my heartfelt acknowledgments 
for the distinguished honour conferred on me by Your Lordship’s 
approbation of my conduct at this Residency. 

2. As no more than three weeks remain before the rainy season which 
here commences earlier than in Bengal, I lost no time in delivering Your 
Lordship s letter to Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla and requested an early audience 
of leave. Though it be extremely difficult to prepare for so long a journey 
and to complete it before the roads become impassable, and although the 
consequences of being stopped by the season in the forest that intervenes 
upon every route would be fatal, I thought it my duty to make every 
exertion to quit this place immediately, because I must else be detained 
untd the month of October next. The necessity of unfortunately urging 
my immediate dismissal has prevented my distinguishing whether the 
difficulties made by the Rajah, are merely demonstrations of civility, or 
proceed from disappointment in his favourite projects. His Minister 
n her Pundit has now promised that I shall have an audience of leave 
- a ter one priv ate interview, which is appointed for tomorrow. 

f Probably meaning the English. 


Meaning Azeem-Ul-Omrah. 
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3. At the last interview which was on the 9th inslant, previously 
to announcing my recall I delivered to the Rajah \ our Loidslup s letter 
to him relative to the conduct of the zamindar of Sirguja ; Vincajce 
Bhonsla, who was present, promised that effectual measures should he 
taken to restrain that zamindar/ 

4. I next opened the subject of a proposed exchange of lands, for the 
purpose of adjusting the line of demarkation between the provinces of 
Midnapore and Cuttack. To elucidate the representations made by me 
on this point, I furnished the Rajah with a map hastily sketched in Persian 
from Major Rennel's atlas and exhibiting the insulated situation of 
Purgunnahs Patarpore etc., when the Rajah reserved for a future interview 
his answer to the proposal thus opened to him. I added that m the case 
of his acceding to it, (which I did not doubt he would do) an officer must 
be appointed on his part to meet one appointed on the British Government 
for the purposes of adjusting on the spot, the interchange of territory and 
the consequent line of demarcation. 

5. So far I can judge of the disposition of this Court, it does not appear 
any way disinclined to the proposed adjustment of the boundary between 
Midnapore and Cuttack. However a difficulty may, I apprehend, hereafter 
arise from the greater value of Purgunnah Patarpore, Cauwerda etc., the 
revenue of which amounts, I believe, to more than treble that of the lands 
which the British Government can offer in exchange on the western side 
of the Sabeenreeka.f 


No. 65 — The Resident informs the Governor General how very anxious the Raja’s 
brother was for cultivating a friendly understanding with the British. 
He also reports the Raja’s having made a conciliatory reply to the 
Pesltwa’s summons. 


FROM-H. T, COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

t 

TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 14th May 1801 . 

Through the same channel through which a copy of the Peshwa’s 
summons to the Rajah of Berar was obtained, a copy of the draft of the 
Rajah’s answer has been since received. It is not, however, sufficiently 
authenticated as a copy of an answer actually despatched. I shall therefore 


* See letter No. 30 dated 17th March 1800. (Ed.) 


t Subarna-rekha river. 
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only state its purport consisting of excuses for immediately complying 
with the summons and in a general promise of taking no step without 
the Peshwa’s knowledge and consent. 

2. Two days ago, by Vincajee Bhonsla’s desire my Moonshee met 
him as if by accident at a place of worship. In a very short conversation 
Vincajee hinted the insincerity of his brother in terms which could not be 
misunderstood, though he still withheld .the communication of any positive 
fact, or particular detail. After some pertinent observations, he proposed 
as an effectual remedy the admission of himself to the honour of a direct 
and frequent correspondence with Your Lordship. 

3. The whole tendency of this proposal will be. readily perceived. 
Vincajee wishes to cultivate an understanding with the British Government. 
He will early solicit the countenance of Your Lordship while he fixes his 
separate Court at Ratanpur, the capital of the provinces of which he has 
full possession. The real and still more the seeming tendency of this 
to weaken the Rajah of Berar would probably force Raghojee Bhonsla 
into a change of measures advantageous to the British Government. If 
it should not produce that effect and the Rajah of Berar should actually 
take part against the Company, Vincajee will then hope by siding with, 
the Company against the Rajah to obtain, through the aid of the English, 
Cuttack and other districts which he thinks himself entitled to claim in 
right of his deceased mother. Though such be the remote scope of the 
proposal, yet the admission of him to the honour to Your Lordship’s 
correspondence which is not unprecedented, would not necessarily involve 
the acknowledgment of him as an independent chief ; I have therefore 
thought it advisable neither to reject nor accept the limited proposition 
stated in the preceding paragraph, but again to press for the communication 
of facts and details, as requisite to justify the proposal of a departure from 
present usage ; and Vincajee s confidential agent at the close of a very 
long conversation from which he just parted, again promised to me a full 
disclosure. 

4. In the course of this conversation he confirmed, but still without 
stating particulars, the information before received from him, as reported 
in former despatches addressed to Your Lordship. He added the remark 
that the Rajah of Berar may be easily awed, but the Peshwa’s and Smdhia s 
inveterate enmity will finally compel the British Government to chastise 
them. Other observations of a similar importance would be uselessly 
reported in detail to Your Lordship, as his promised communication, if 
ma e by him, will be more pertinent, and the document, which has been 
procured through a different channel, furnishes more direct evidence 
than can be expected from him. 
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No. 66 — Colebrooke’s final leave taking. Raja intends deputing Bagaji Pandit, as 
his confidential agent to Calcutta. 

FROM-H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO-MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 20th May 1801. 

I paid my last visit to the Rajah of Berar at his palace on the 1 7th instant ; 
and he returned it the next evening at my own tents. At the moment of 
finally taking leave, the Rajah earnestly desired me to deliver a message 
to Your Lordship containing assurances of unalterable friendship and 
regard for Your Lordship, and professions of faithful attachment towards 
the British Government and the Honourable East India Company. I 
replied to this with similar but appropriate compliments. 

2. The Rajah still intends to depute Bagajee Pundit as a confidential 
agent on his part and to expedite the despatch of that agent in a few days 
after my departure, but the intimations given, since the audience on the 
1 4th have not afforded a fit occasion for adding anything to what I then 
said on this subject. 


I 

No. 67-pVyankoji’s confidential agent met Colebrooke in his tents one stage from 
i Nagpur and cautioned him that the designs of the Raja and the other 
' Maratha chieftains were by no means friendly to the British. Vyankoji 
offers his services to the British when exigency would require them. 


FROM— H. T. COLEBROOKE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 
TO— MARQUIS WELLESLEY, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


One March from Nagpur, 22nd May 1801. 

Vincajee’s confidential agent made his last visit to me at my tents after 
I had marched one stage from Nagpur. In a long conversation he added 
little to his former communications. However, he affirmed in direct 
terms that Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla does intend to meet the Peshwa at 
the general convention of Marhatta chiefs on the banks of the Godavery. 
It is not possible, he said, to foretell the precise result of deliberations 
among chieftains whose views are in some respects incompatible, in 
others tending towards the same objects. All harbour designs which 
are injurious to the Company, but which are so in various degrees. 
Whether they will adopt a consistent plan seems doubtful ; but the 
British Government should be on its guard ,• and Vincajee is solicitous 
to merit its favour by rendering important services to the Company at 
this juncture. 
mo-ii Bk Ca 1 — 7 
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2. I again endeavoured to elicit a communication of facts and details, 
and at length said that however readily I might give credit to his opinions 
and assertions, and confidently draw inferences from the hints delivered 
in metaphor and parable, yet my conviction would avail nothing ; it was 
necessary that I should be furnished with evidence and means of proof 
to convince my superiors. 


3. He replied that proof would appear within a few months 
and evidence would arise of its own accord ; it is only when the exigency 
should be apparent, that Vincajee can expect his services to be accepted 
or his wishes to be complied with. In the mean time, and to pave the 
ways for concert when necessary, he is desirous of opening a friendly 
correspondence with Your Lordship, in which nothing will be for the 
present introduced, but customary phrases of compliment. 

4. It is probable that Vincajee’s agent and perhaps himself also, are 
unable to furnish more positive and detailed information than that which 
has been received from them. Finding it impossible to extort more 
explicit intelligence, I ceased to urge it ; but gave encouragement to the 
agent to hope that a mere complimentary letter from Vincajee to Your 
Lordship, will be honoured with a complimentary answer. 

5. Though I have not succeeded in obtaining, through this channel, 
a full information as with reasons might be expected, yet I hope to be 
honoured with Your Lordship’s probation of my conduct in the delicate 
situation, in which I have been placed by these private messages sent 
by Vincajee. At the close of this I leave him disposed to avail himself 
of the encouragement which Your Lordship may find it expedient to give. 
Yet I have neither flattered his hopes, nor excited his expectations ; on 
the contrary sufficient demonstrations have been given him of an aversion 
from intrigue. 


No. 68 — Raghuji Bhonsle communicates to the Nizam’s Minister Bajirao’s flight 
from Poona and seeks his advice for bringing about a settlement of the 
distracted Maratha affairs, evidently to secure the Nizam’s sympathies 
for the project of raising Vinayakrao to the Peshwaship. 


Translation of a Khureetah from Rajah Ragoojee Bhoonslah to 
the Nabob Azim-Ool-Omrah. 

Communicated to the Resident, December 4th 1802 . 

To the Nabob Sahib, the kind, the ornament of bounty to his humble 
friend’s safety. 

Although a friendly letter expressive of kindness, requesting ’a 
communication of the state of your health, and of the inmost circumstances 
and desires of your mind, has already been written, (this the obvious 
sense of the passage which is obscure however in the original, and may 
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almost equally apply to a former letter transmitted from either party to 
the other), still my heart, the seat of affection, is anxiously expecting and 
awaiting its answer. Advertising therefore to the firmness and strength 
of the ties of harmony and union, to render me happy and elated according 
to the creed of friendship and affection is most proper and laudable. As 
my ministers, Sreedur Pundit and Kishen Rao Chitnaveese, will have 
already written subsequently to their arrival at Poona in regular order 
all the particulars of their interviews and discussions, both private and 
public, with Rao Pundit Purdhaun, now also the particulars of the arrival 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar at Poonah, the defeat of the army of Sindhia and 
the departure of Rao Pundit Purdhaun towards Mhar will certainly in 
the way of occurrence and news have attained the honour of 
communication. 

Subsequently then to these events the aforesaid ministers to wit, Sree- 
dhur Pundit and Khishen Rao Chitnaveese, at the earnest request and 
invitation of Rao Holkar entered into a discussion of the policy, counsel, 
intentions and deliberations for the arrangement of the state and 
government of Rao Pundit Purdhaun. The purport and result of these 
consultations with Rao Holkar were that I was a party, (meaning however 
obscurely it may be expressed, a party with Holkar), that in the 
government of His Highness the Nizam from the existing intimacy and 
friendship the most unlimited confidence was reposed ; that if Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun therefore should entirely reject the idea of returning to Poona, 
what he, Holkar, wished to know was, what in such case was to be done 
for the due arrangement of the government of the aforesaid Rao. The 
detail of these matters has, accordingly, been fully and particularly 
written to the respectable Madhaorao and Keyshoo Rao, the Vakeels of 
the Bhoonslah at Hyderabad, who will report the same. 

As in consequence of the sincerity of friendship and affection to the 
•exclusion of all manner of difference and distinction between me and 
His Highness the Nizam and that founder of the * * * , all affairs and 
transactions are dependent on mutual consultation and advice, a suitable 
answer to these ' circumstances requiring counsel comprizing a 
communication of the secrets and the opinions of the exalted mind and 
the desires and real views of the heart of noble conception, will be 
a source of improvement and exaltation to the affairs of kind friendship 
and connection. 

In the month of f^ejjub (November) also Amrut Rao, Moro Punt 
Furnaveese and Baba Furkia arrived at Poona, and by the intervention of 
Rao Holkar they had an interview with my Ministers. Whatever 
deliberation or counsel may hereafter appear shall be communicated. 

For the rest may the days of your happiness and delight be 
perpetuated. 

mo-ii Bk Ca 1— 7a 
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Translation of an Enayetnamah from His Highness the Nizam 
to Jeswunt Rao Holkar. 

/ 

Communicated to the Resident, December 6th 1802. 

Your letter having been received, its contents were fully represented. 

From a remote period, the rites of unity and friendship and the ties 
of harmony and connection have been established from generation to 
generation between us and the ancestors of Rao Pundit Purdhaun and 
those of that valiant person. 

The ease and prosperity of the inhabitants of Hind and the Deccan, 
and the maintenance of mutual friendship between renowned Chieftains, 
are among the things we have most at heart. In compliance therefore, 
with your request, letters to Rao Pundit Purdhaun concerning the 
sincerity and devotion of that valiant person shall most readily adorn 
the plain of composition. 

Regarding us from the subsisting union as attentive to your situation, 
rejoice us with written accounts of your welfare. 

What more ? 

N.B. — A Nawazishnamah to Jeswunt Rao Holkar of the same tenor 
and date from Azim ul Omrah. 
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SECTION 2 r 

T reaty of Deogaon and after 

1804-1805 


-After peace was concluded between the Raja of Nagpur and the British 
by the treaty of Deogaon (1803), the Resident watched the movements 
of the Raja very minutely. The agents of Sindhia and Holkar used to 
frequent Nagpur and those from Bhonsle visited the Courts of Sindhia and 
Holkar. Siridia and Holkar were by no means friendly to the British. . 
Every small circumstance, therefore, aroused the suspicions of the 
.Resident. The Raja made large additions to his forces and made improve- 
ments in the army. (See letter dated 17th November 1804). The Raja of 
Khoorda in Orissa was trying to throw off the allegiance of the British 
Government and sought the assistance of the Nagpur Raja, (letter dated 
13th November 1804). The Nagpur Rajahs brother Nanasaheb collected 
some troops, which ravaged Manikgad, Ralegaon and Venikotha in Berar. 
The Resident protested against all these acts, and gave an ultimatum 
to the Raja that if the troops collected by the Raja were not disbanded 
and the troops ravaging Berar were not recalled, he would leave Nagpur 
and war would be declared against Nagpur. (Letter dated 28th January 

1805). 



102 


NAGPUR AFFAIRS 



[Noo. 


The Raja’s vakil, Yashwantrao, tried to convince the Resident that the 
recent military activities were only intended to provide against Pindari 
inroads, and the depredations into Berar were the irresponsible acts of 
Nanasaheb, who was not amenable to the Raja’s control. The Raja 
eventually disbanded his troops and recalled those from Berar. 

Sindhia and Holkar were trying to wean the Bhonsle from the side of 
the British and invited him to join them openly, but the Bhonsle was too 
cautious to plunge himself into open warfare, and the Resident (Elphinstone) 
was ultimately convinced that whatever were the Raja’s original 
intentions, he had given them up (letter 20th May 1805). 

Elphinstone was instructed by the Governor General to convey from 
him strong remonstrances to the Raja for his apparently evil designs 
if he saw that the Raja continued his military preparations. Elphinstone 
minutely watched the Raja’s movements^ and. thought that there was no 
need for such a step. He had to suffer a rebuke from the Governor 
General for putting off these remonstrances, which attitude really proved 
proper. (17th November 1804). 

In order to further induce the Raja to remain firm to the British cause* 
he was promised that the British would give him aid against the aggressions 
of Sindhia and Holkar, of whom the Raja was afraid. A promise was also 
held out that certain districts lost by him in the late war would be restored 
to him to compensate him for his loss. (18th November 1804). 

The successes of the British army at Dig and other places confirmed 
the Bhonsle to the British cause, and inspite of jealous and calumnious 
accusations from certain quarters (9th November 1805), Elphinstone 
cleared all doubts about the Raja’s intentions from the mind of the 
Governor General and all British officers. (I9th November 1805). 


No, 70 The Resident, forwards the substance of a secret letter from Antaji Naik 
to Ragbuji Bhonsle , regarding the Raja of Khoorda’s offer to hire 
Bhonsle s troops. 

FROM— MOUNTSTU ART ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 

TO— THE COMMISSIONERS OF CUTTACK. 


Nagpur, 10th Not). 1804. 

I have the honour to enclose a paper said to be the substance of a letter 
rom ntajee Naic*. It contains no information of consequence, but as 
ls vef y circumstantial it may afford you the means of ascertaining 
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the truth or falsehood of the intelligence I have received respecting 
Antajee Naic, which appear to me very desirable. I have not been able 
to learn the date of the letter, but I understand the harcarras who brought 
it were not less than a month on their journey. 

Letter from Antajee Naic to Raja Ragojee Bosla, received November 
8th, 1804, written near 6 weeks ago. 

I have come to Khoorda from Rypore, have seen the Raja, he desires 
me to hire 1,000 men, horse and foot of which he will defray the 
expense, and to write to Your Highness requesting you to give 
Ragonaut Bukhshee a dress of honour and send him hither with some 
troops and guns. I enclose a letter from the Rajah containing the above 
requests. The Raja and I have found out a lucky hour, and now in tent 
we have circulated a report that Ragonaut Bukhshee has marched from 
Nagpore, which has inclined the Moorkee zamindars to join us. One Raja 
desiring me to hire troops and 1 have moved out for his satisfaction, but 
I shall wait your orders and do as they direct. The news of the garrison 
of Cuttack is this ; the fort was empty before, there were but few troops 
in it ; now they have put the garrison in a state of greater arrangement ; 
they remain in the day-time at their separate places, but at night they join, 
arrange the fort, collect the guns, send out a patrol, remain on their 
guard ; up to this time there was little preparation, the Raja has 5,000 or 
6,000 men.” 

Note : I do not know whether this term Moorkee zamindars merely 
means the zamindars of the country or whether it is used in Cuttack 
in some more limited sense. 


. No. 71 The Governor-General intends to punish the Raja of Khoorda for his 
hostile intentions ; he requests the Resident to remove any misunder- 
standing which might possibly be caused thereby in the mind of 
Raghuji Bhonsle. 

FROM— THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

TO-THE RESIDENT, NAGPUR. 


Fort William, 13th Nov. 1804. 

At an early period of time after the establishment of the British authority 
in the province of Cuttack, the conduct of the Rajah of Khoorda (one 
of the principal tributary Rajahs whose territory is comprized within the 
limits of that province) excited considerable doubts of the sincerity of 
his proposed allegiance to the British Government. The subsequent 
proceedings of the Rajah of Khoorda have been of a nature not only to 
confirm those doubts, but to constitute acts of positive hostility against 
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the British Government, and to render indispensably necessary the adoption 
of measures of severity against the Rajah of Khoordah. 

2. At an early period of time after the conquest of Cuttack, the Rajah 
of Khoorda demanded the restoration of four pergunnahs, in one of which 
was included the Pagoda and city of Juggernaut, on. the grounds of their 
having once belonged to some of his ancestors ; intimating at the same 
time to the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack, his determination never 
to recede from this demand. With the hope of intimidating the British 
authorities in the province of Cuttack, the Rajah of Khoorda considerably 
augmented his establishment of troops and published his intention of 
seizing those pergunnahs at a convenient period of time. 

3. In the month of June, the Commissioners at Cuttack received 
authentic intelligence that the Rajah of Khoordah had been employing 
every endeavour to induce the remaining tributary Rajahs in the province 
of Cuttack to unite in a common effort against the British authority, and 
this information was corroborated by the intelligence which the 
Commissioners of Cuttack subsequently received from you. Numerous 
reports conveyed to the Commissioners through various and distinct 
channels, concurred in stating that the Rajah of Khoordah continued 
diligently to increase his military establishment ; at the same time the 
exertions of the Rajah of Khoordah were actively employed in repairing 
and improving the internal defences of his country. 

4. In consequence of the instructions of His Excellency the Governor 
General to Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt under date the 4th of October, 
of which a copy is enclosed in my letter to you of the same date, that officer 
resolved to despatch Captain Blunt to the Rajah of Khoordah for the 
purpose of conveying to him the representations prescribed by the 
Governor General’s instructions, and of effecting such an arrangement 
as may afford sufficient security against the prosecution of the Rajah s 
inimical design. Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt however, deemed expedient 
previously to despatch a native agent to the Rajah of Khoordah to apprize 
the Rajah of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt s intention to despatch Captain 
Blunt for the purpose of communicating with him on subjects of consider- 
able importance to the Rajah’s welfare and interest. 

5. Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt’s agent having proceeded to 
Khoordah, with difficulty obtained one interview with the Rajah. He was 
surrounded night and day by armed men, and after the expiration of 
fourteen days from the day of his arrival, he was informed that his longer 
continuance would be attended with personal danger, and was accordingly 
advised to depart. 

6. The Rajah of Khoordah has also precluded the freedom of 
intercourse with the authority to which he is immediately subject, by 
closing the entrances into his territory, and the messengers whom 
Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt has had occasion to despatch to Khoordah, 
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or who have been sent by his agent with letters to that officer, have been 
arrested and confined. 

7. Various other indications of a spirit of hostility have been manifested 
by the Rajah of Khoordah, of a nature to preclude all doubt of his intention 
to revolt, and of the exertion of his utmost endeavours to excite the same 
disposition in the minds of the other tributaries of the British Government 
dependent upon the province of Cuttack. 

8. Under these circumstances it has become indispensably necessary 
to acquire the means of imposing a due degree of restraint upon the hostile 
proceedings of the Rajah of Khoordah by measures of coercion. 

9. His Excellency the Governor General has accordingly approved 
Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt’s intention of employing the force under 
his command in active operations against the power and resources of the 
Rajah of Khoordah. It is not however the intention of the Governor 
General to authorize the prosecution of measures of severity towards 
the Rajah of Khoordah, beyond the extent necessary for the purpose of 
depriving him of the means of prosecuting designs, of the nature of those 
which now require the active interposition of the British power. 

10. His Excellency the Governor General deems it proper to 
communicate to you the preceding detail for the purpose of enabling 
you eventually to explain to the Ministers of the Rajah of Berar, the 
circumstances which have produced the necessity of hostile preparations 
against the territory of the Rajah of Khoordah. 

1 1 . The expediency of this measure originates in the probability of 
a misrepresentation of the motives of that proceeding. Any disputes 
between the British Government and the petty states or tributaries lately 
subject to the Rajah of Berar, are calculated in a certain degree to excite 
apprehensions to encourage intrigues in the Court of the Rajah of Berar. 

12. The Governor General has received information that Holkar’s 
embassies and agents have attempted to issue an alarm amongst the petty 
chieftains dependent upon the British Government (with a view to induce 
them to revolt and for Holkar’s standard), by encouraging an opinion 
that it is the secret design of the British Government ultimately to deprive 
them of all power and independence, and to reduce them gradually to the 
condition of zamindars and subjects of the Company, and the object 
of the intended operations against the Rajah of Khoordah may be 
misrepresented with a view to give a colour of probability of such unfounded 
calumnies. 

13. Adverting however to the information communicated by you 
in your letter to my address of the 3rd of September, relative. to the actual 
existence of a correspondence between the Rajah of Berar and the Rajah, 
of Khoordah of a nature hostile to the British Government, as well as 
to the terms of the remonstrance which you were directed to address to 
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the Rajah of Berar by the instructions of His Excellency the Governor 
General contained in my letter of the 4th of October, the prosecution of 
hostile operations at this time against the Rajah of Khoordah might 
possibly be supposed by the Rajah of Berar to originate in our discovery 
of that Chieftain’s correspondence, and to be connected with a design of 
ultimately turning our arms against the Rajah of Berar. Such an 
impression would obviously tend to hostile measures between the British 
Government and the Rajah of Berar. It is necessary therefore that you 
should be prepared to prevent or remove any such impression on the 
mind of the Rajah or of his ministers by being enabled to state to them the 
actual circumstances of the case. 

14. His Excellency however leaves to your discretion the time and mode 
of explaining these circumstances to the Rajah of Berar or his. ministers, 
and His Excellency will approve your abstaining from any explanation 
whatever on the subject of the Rajah of Khoordah, if in your judgment 
it should be inexpedient or unnecessary. 

15. If you should make any such communication, it will be necessary 
to guard against establishing any precedent, by which the Rajah of Berar 
might infer a right of interference between the British Government and 
any of its tributaries, or any right to question or even to be made 
acquainted with our conduct towards any of our tributaries or subjects. 


No. 72 — The Governor General censures Elphinstone for not remonstrating with 
the Raja against his hostile designs as manifested by his military 
preparations. He threatens the Raja with punishment in case he 
joins Holkar. 

FROM-THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, 

TO-THE RESIDENT, NAGPUR (ELPHINSTONE). 

Fort William, 17th Nov. 1804. 

I am directed by His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 29th ultimo. His 
Excellency is inclined to believe that the military preparations and the 
arrangements described in that dispatch, have been adopted by the Rajah 
of Berar exclusively with a design to renew the war with the British Power, 
if the absurd reports of Jeswunt Row Holkar ’s successes should continue 
to prevail in such a degree as to obtain full credit in the Rajah’s mind. 
Such also appears to have been your positive conviction on the date of the 
dispatch above acknowledged. His Excellency the Governor General 
therefore is surprised that under that impression you should have withheld 
the remonstrance, which you were directed to address to the Rajah by 
His Excellency’s instruction of the 4th ultimo. 
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In suggesting that you should suspend the prescribed remonstrances 
to the Rajah until you should have received intelligence of the Commander- 
in-Chief’s first operations against Holkar, “ unless you should deem it 
useful or necessary to urge them, ” it was not the intention of His Excellency 
that you should tacitly permit the progress of preparations and arrange- 
ments, such as your dispatch describes. In leaving to your judgment the 
expediency of urging that remonstrance without awaiting the intelligence 
of the Commander-in-Chief’s operations, His Excellency manifestly 
contemplated a case of more progress than that which was described in 
the dispatches to which His Excellency’s instructions refer. On the 
occurrence of such a case therefore it ought to have appeared to you from 
the express terms of His Excellency’s instructions, as well as from the 
dictates of your own judgment, to have been both useful and necessary 
to press the prescribed remonstrance upon the Rajah without a moment’s 
delay. 

.2. I am further directed to observe to you that at your conference with 
Jeswunt Row and Jykishan Row on the 28th ultimo you do not appear 
to His Excellency to have opposed with sufficient confidence the credit 
of the absurd reports communicated to you by Jeswunt Row on the subject 
of Holkar ’s successes, and of the progress of his army within the British 
territories. Within a few days after the despatch of your letter of the 
29th ultimo, you must have received authentic intelligence precisely the 
reverse in every respect of that which has formed the subject of the late 
fabricated reports. 

3. The force of Jeswunt Row Holkar, both cavalry and infantry, is now 
flying before the British army in every direction ; and the sole 
embarrassment experienced by the Commander-in-Chief consists in the 
difficulty of overtaking their flight. The regular official accounts will 
serve to satisfy the Rajah of Berar that Holkar has never ventured to meet 
any part of. the British force in the field ; that in every attempt to plunder 
he has been repulsed with severe loss and disgrace ; and that he has in 
no degree injured any part of the British resources or power. 

4. His Excellency is anxious to learn that you have fulfilled your 
intention of addressing the prescribed remonstrance to the Rajah on his 
return to the City, and that you have required him to afford some 
satisfactory indication of his intention not only to abstain from war but 
from preparations evidently destined against the British Power. The 
Hon ble Major General Wellesley embarked for Fort St. George 
on the 13th instant for the purpose of proceeding to take the command 
of the army of the Dekkan. You will be pleased to transmit regularly 
to the Hon ble the Major General Wellesley copies of all your dispatches 
to His Excellency the Governor General. 

5. It is proper that you should be informed that the necessary 
arrangements are in progress for punishing shameless treachery of the Rajah. 
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ofBerar, if he should actually proceed to the extremity of co-operating with 
Jeswunt Row Holkar or Meer Khan, and that orders will be immediately 
despatched to the Resident at Poona and to the officer commanding in 
the Dekkan to march directly toward the Rajah’s army for the purpose 
of frustrating his designs, and ultimately of reducing his further means 
of mischief. 

6. It is extremely desirable that you should endeavour to obtain full 
and satisfactory proof of the Rajah’s treachery. If such proof can be 
obtained it is the Governor General’s intention at a proper season 
to punish the Rajah of Berar with 1 due justice, even if he should now 
be deterred from actually making war upon the Company. 


No. 73 Elphinstone reports the Raja’s suspicious attitude in the Company’s war 
with Holkar . 

FROM-M. S. ELPHINSTONE, NAGPUR, 

TO-GENERAL WELLESLEY. 

Dated 18th Nov. 1804. 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 30th, in 
which you mention the success of your recommendation of Lt. Close, 
and I lose no time in offering my acknowledgments for this new 
mark of your kindness and of the Governor General’s condescensions. 
As you were in Calcutta so lately as the 31st, the letters which 
I sent for you to Hyderabad will not have reached you, and it will 
not signify if they never do, as they were mostly written under a false 
impression that General Lake had met with some serious check ; an 
occurrence of such a nature was confidently reported to have taken place, 
and many circumstances were added agreeing so well with my accounts 
of his operations that I had little doubt of some calamity having befallen 
the army. I have since heard of General Lake’s army up to the 15th 
and as all his operations were so successful, I am very desirous carrying 
my instructions of October 4th into effect, but the Raja is still at Ramteg. 
You will be informed of the state of the armies by a public letter which will 
accompany this. I am unwilling to offer any conjectures in my letters 
to the Governor General except on the Raja of Berar ’s proceedings, but 
from general appearances I cannot help believing that Smdia and the 
Boslah had some plan concerted for assisting Holkar, and that their view 
in assembling near Hoshangabad was to hold themselves in readiness 
a »ainst us, that on the reverse of Holkar’s fortune it appeared to 
t is man, who is the least desperate and the prudentest of the two, that his 
est plan was to draw himself out of the affair and that he now wishes 
to stay quiet, but that both Meer Khan and Sindia are endeavouring to 
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intimidate him into a confederacy, which direction they will take if they 
succeed, I cannot ascertain. My intelligence says they intend an attack 
on the Nizam’s country, but their movements look as if they had views 
on Bundelcund or Berar. Whatever may be true state of the Raja’s affairs 
I think my last orders will apply, but if I find that he is really pressed and 
threatened- I may perhaps hold out to him that the Governor General 
will probably grant him assistance if he solicited it and agrees to reasonable 
condition, and add that such a solicitation would most likely be considered 
as a proof that his intentions are good now, whatever they may have been 
at first. This might prevent his joining the enemy through fear and also 
give the Governor General an opportunity of having a force, which appears, 
to be his wish. 


No. 74 Elphinstone threatens to leave Nagpur if the Raja did not disband the 
troops collected by him. 

FROM— MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE, 

TO-COLONEL HALIBURTON. 

Nagpur, 11th December 1804. 

The Raja continues his pacific declarations and is actually disbanding 
troops. But tomorrow is fixed for my depature, if I do not in the meantime 
hear that his army is actually separated and his troops on the frontier 
called into interior to be dismissed. 

(Rest of the letter is in cypher). 


No. 75 In this lengthy and important document the Resident analyses the 
Bhonsle Raja’s attitude towards the Anglo-Holkar struggle. The Raja, 
he says, no doubt favoured an alliance with Holkar when the latter 
had obtained advantages over British arms. But since Holkar’s 
discomfiture at Dig the Raja appears to have laid aside his hostile- 
designs and disbanded his new levies. 


FROM— MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE, 
TO-COLONEL CLOSE. 


Nagpur, 28th January 1805. 

I have now the honour to communicate to you the account of the Bosla’s 
proceedings to which I referred in a former dispatch. 

The Raja gave me no reason to suspect his fidelity to his engagement 
till the month of August when the account of the retreat of our detachments- 
in Malwa became public ; from that time the Raja’s hopes of being able 
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to maintain a contest with the British seem to have, revived ; he held 
frequent consultations with his confidential ministers and appeared to 
have some important measure in contemplation ; at the same time reports 
of his hostile intentions began to prevail and he visibly gave more attention 
to his army than he had done since the peace of Deogaum. 

Towards the middle of September I received distinct information 
of the nature of the consultations which occupied the Raja’s time. They 
referred to a projected confederacy with Holkar and to an invasion of 
Cuttack, with a view to which intrigues were entered on with the Khoorda 
Raja under the directions of Ragojee Bosla ; when the preparations 
became more public they were ascribed to an intended expedition against 
Hoshangabad. Sindia’s march to that place was also professed for 
the purpose of restoring it to the Raja, but as the confederates did not 
execute this project when fully prepared and when the success of Sindia’s 
first operations gave them every reason to expect the easy accomplishment 
of their design, it must be thought very doubtful whether the capture 
of Hoshangabad in reality was the ultimate object of their preparations. 

About the beginning of October a Vakeel named Hybut Row arrived 
here from Meer Khan ; he was well received and lodged with the Raja’s 
Chitnavees where he still continues. My secret intelligence represented 
this person as being charged with three demands, the Raja’s compliance 
with some one of them was to be compelled by threats of invasion from 
Meer Khan ; the first was that the Raja send an army to co-operate with 
Holkar, the 2nd, that he should furnish him with a sum of money, and the 
3rd, that if he would not go to war with the British, he should embarrass 
them by demanding the restoration of Berar. Hybut Row, I believe, 
was vakeel for Meer Khan only ; the communications with Holkar being 
carried on through Vencut Row his minister at this court and Eswant 
Omajee, the Bosla’s vakeel in his camp. On the arrival of Hybut Row, 
I thought it necessary to warn the Raja against the false statements and 
deceitful acts which Holkar ’s agents would make use of for the purpose 
of inducing him to join their master’s desperate cause, and of the certain 
harm he would draw on himself if he allowed himself to be influenced by 
their suggestions. About the middle of October Balajee Eswant, Sindia’s 
vakeel at Nagpore, returned from visit to his own court. Immediately 
after his interview with the Raja, Saccaram Bukhshee marched with 
a reinforcement of 3,000 men and guns to take the command of the Raja’s 
army then encamped near Chouragur. At the same time the Raja s 
military preparations m other points assumed an appearance of increased 
activity. 

The Raja endeavoured to account for these appearances by saying 
that his country near Sagur was threatened by Meer Khan and that he 
v-as about to send troops for its defence. This message was accompanied 

> an intimation that the Raja had great fears of his nephew Goojabba’s 
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quitting his court and going into some foreign sen-ice. Having bcfoie 
received intelligence that it was in contemplation to send Goojabba to 
Holkar under pretence of a quarrel between him and the Raja, this 
circumstance made me doubt the truth of the whole message, which I was 
inclined from other reasons to disbelieve. I therefore suspected that 
Meer Khan’s attack on the Raja’s possession was a misrepresentation made 
with a view- of enabling the Raja to assemble his troops near the army 
of that partizan and of Dowlut Row Smdia. I had before abstained from 
remonstrating with the Raja in the idea that he wished to wait the issue 
of the contest between the British and Holkar without declaring himself 
on either side, and that as the event would certainly be favourable to us, it 
was desirable to encourage this spirit and to avoid bringing the business 
to an issue w-hile Holkar’s power was undiminished. But the message above 
mentioned induced me to think that there was no time to be lost and 
I accordingly w-aited on the Raja, stated my doubts on the subject of Meer 
Khan’s attack, and pointed out the danger and impropriety of his sending 
his army to a position near the army of Meer Khan, and not far from the 
British frontier. The Raja assured me in reply of Meer Khan’s hostile 
intentions, and promised to shew me letters from that Chief threatening 
the Bosla Government if an immediate payment of money was not made 
by it to him. He also said that he should not send his army near 
Sagur unless his country w-as actually invaded ; if no such event took place, 
it was to remain at Hoshangabad ; on examining the letters I found 
them to contain expressions calculated to excite the Raja’s hopes and revive 
his ambition and an invitation in plain terms to *** and chastize the 
enemy, with a threat or warning that neglecting to do so would occasion 
the ruin of the state ; conceiving the style and matter of this letter to be 
at variance with the Raja’s account of Meer Khan’s message and having 
other reasons for suspecting his intentions, I continued remonstrating on 
the increase of his army and threatening him with the consequences of any 
infringement of the peace till the end of November, although his 
preparations appeared to slacken during that period. 


On the 24th of November I received intelligence of an incursion of • 
Pindaris then said to be Meer Khan’s, who certainly did most serious , 
damage to the Raja’s country ; soon after I learned that Nagoo Jewajee 
had attacked Gurry Mundela and had been repulsed by the Raja’s officer 
there with great loss ; I found also that a degree of misunderstanding 
subsisted between the Raja and Sindia on account of Ragojee’s not paying 
some money, which Dowlut Row was said to have stipulated for before he 
moved to Hoshangabad. In consequence of those circumstances I began 
to think that if the Raja had been engaged in any confederacy he 
had now drawn back from it, and that Meer Khan was about to compe] 
him to assist Holkar. This impression was strengthened by Jeswunt 
Row’s informing me about the beginning of December that the Raja had 
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broken his army into three divisions, that all the roads by which the 
Pindaris could come might be stopped. 

All communications with the northern parts of the Raja’s country 
being at this time cut off, and the extreme alarm and confusion which 
prevailed at Nagpore rendering it impossible to obtain correct intelligence, 
I gave credit to Jeswunt Row’s account which I thought a decisive proof 
that the Bosla harboured no plans of aggression, but I began to apprehend 
that the Raja might be led by his fears to join the enemy contrary to his 
inclination. I therefore threw out hints that His Highness might hope 
for the assistance of the British Government if he made reasonable stand 
against Holkar, and I was on the point of giving a proof of the Governor 
General’s goodwill by entering on a negotiation for affording the Raja 
a compensation for Sumbalpore, when on December 4th I was visited 
by Jeswunt Row, who informed that Nana Saheb had long been collecting 
troops without the Raja’s knowledge, and had now surprised the fortress 
of Maunicgur 1 on the right bank of the Warda. About the same time 
I received a letter from the aumil of Rallygong 2 stating that his district 
had been invaded by troops belonging to Sena Saheb Sooba (Ragojee 
Bosla). I went immediately to the Raja, remonstrated with him in the 
severest tenor on his ungrateful and perfidious conduct, and pointed 
out the destruction and misery which he would draw on himself by his 
disregard of faith and justice. The Raja endeavoured to persuade me that 
the outrage of which I complained, had been committed by some troops 
who were in no service and had no view but plunder. He said he found 
the story of his brother’s being concerned, of his having surprised 
Maunicgur, to be a mistake. The real offenders were about 1,200 men 
of the description he had mentioned, and they had only plundered 
Vaineecota 2 and a few open villages, and he also offered to send troops 
into the Nizam’s country to chastize them ; on my rejecting this proposal 
and pointing out the impossibility of so large corps collecting within the 
Raja s dominions unobserved by the Government, the Raja repeated his 
professions of fidelity to his engagements and enquired what he should 
do to satisfy His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General. To 
this I replied that I doubted whether it was possible to satisfy His 
Excellency at all, but that I would consent to wait the result of an enquiry 
into the circumstances of the attack on Vaineecota, provided His Highness 
would agree to disband his new levies, to disperse his old army into remote 
positions, and to hold himself responsible for the pacific conduct of his 
brother and all his subjects during the interval, or if he was unable to control 
their violence that he should call in the British army for that purpose. 
The Raja made difficulties about this last article and put off giving his 
answer on it till the following day. In course of this conversation it 


1 On the 


western Bank of the Wardha, opposite Chanda. 


In the Yeotmal district of Berar. 
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appeared that the Raja's army, instead of being divided in the manner 
described by Jeswunt Row, had been collected (in consequence of orders 
sent by the Raja fifteen days before) at a place called Lodicare' situated, 
I believe, to the south of Paunar and within no great distance of the 
Nizam’s country of Amner ; on the 5th the Raja was sick and requested 
me to put off my visit till the 6th to which I consented, but warned the 
Raja that I expected when we did meet that he would either agree to all 
my proposals or give me passports to enable me to quit his country. 

Next morning I went to him and he confessed that he had now discovered 
the attack on Berar to have originated in Nana Saheb (Vencojee Bosla). 
I replied to this that the Raja must answer for his brother’s conduct. 
I brought forward agreements to shew that Nana Saheb could make no 
attack without the Raja’s knowledge, and remarked that if the Raja had 
not ordered his brother to invade Berar, he had approved the measure, as 
its author continued still at large and unpunished ; I now required the 
Raja to confiscate Nana Saheb ’s share of the country, to engage that he 
should not leave Nagpoor or continue his intrigues here, and that he should 
procure the recall of the troops who were plundering in Berar ; the Raja 
refusing to consent to these terms I requested that he would allow me to 
withdraw from his dominions. After a long interval the Raja desired to 
be allowed to retire for some time ; when he came back he agreed to all 
my demands, and orders were written to Saccaram Bukhshee to send half 
his army to Chapara and half to Sindora, east of Betul. I reminded 
the Raja that I did not promise that His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General should not punish his breach of treaty with immediate 
hostilities, and clearly explained to him that the British army should 
immediately advance towards his dominions, after which I withdrew. 
In course of the next two or three days I obtained such information as 
put it out of all doubt that the incursion into Berar was planned or abetted 
by Ragojee Bosla. The principal grounds of this were the Raja’s 
preparations and suspicious conduct for some time preceding this crisis. 
The position of his army which though well suited to a plan of invading 
Berar, was neither calculated to repel the Pmdaris, nor to oppose Meer 
Khan ; the intelligence which I began to receive of bodies of troops at 
Kailode, Tannygong and Sailo Gooran, which places together with the 
station of Saccaram Bukhshee ’s army and that from which the party 
marched which attacked Vaineecotta, extend along the whole of the Raja’s 
and Nizam’s common frontier and are all situated within the country 
undef the Raja’s immediate management. Also that the infantry then 
plundering in Berar had been raised in Nagpore, that the cavalry belonged 
to Andlekar and Aherrow, old Sirdars of the Raja’s, and that the troops 
at Tannygong belonged to Chittur Sing, a Chief in the Raja’s immediate 
service ; it was besides impossible to suppose that Vencojee Bosla could 
hope to cope with the British or even the Nizam’s Government, and that 
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he could expect to carry on the war without his brother’s knowledge. 
To these may be added intelligence which I received about the middle 
of November, though it made no great impression on me at the time and 
did not occur to my recollection till some time after the inroad into Berar. 
About the time I mention I was informed that the Raja had desired his 
brother to entertain troops and had made over some of his own to him, 
the reason alleged for this arrangement was that the Raja wished to throw 
part of the burden of the state on Nana Saheb and his mother who willingly 
expends her treasure in the service of her younger son. I was informed 
from another quarter that there was some plan of a feigned quarrel between 
the brothers, the object of which was to enable the Government to keep 
on good terms both with Holkar and the British ; at the same time 
I heard also that a real difference existed between Boslas. The course of 
events is most favourable to the former account, but it is difficult even 
now to believe that the Raja would trust the existence of his state to the 
success of so contemptible a stratagem. Another proof of the Raja’s 
hostile intentions may be drawn from a fact which had not at that time 
come to my knowledge. His Highness’s vakeel at Hyderabad presented 
a remonstrance to the Nizam about the time of the incursion into Berar 
which was so expressed that the British Resident at that court declared, 
that considering the Raja’s late conduct he could view it in no light but 
that as manifested. The above circumstances with the exception of that 
last mentioned, convinced me that the attack on the Nizam’s country 
originated with the Raja, and as no change of circumstances had taken 
place since it had been made, I could not but entertain strong suspicions 
of the sincerity of the Raja’s pacific declarations, and accordingly on the 
7th of December perceiving clearly that the Raja was desirous of evading 
the fulfilment of the conditions 1 had proposed, I sent to inform him that 
his late conduct authorized every suspicion of him, and that if his intentions 
were now good it was his business to shew it ; that on the contrary he 
had failed even in complying with the letter of his engagements, and that 
if he did not take such steps as should convince me of his sincerity I would 
on the next morning quit his court. In consequence of this message 
Jeswunt Row and Jykishan Row came to me on the night of the 7th and 
gave me such strong assurances of the Raja’s sincerity that I was induced 
to agree to stay some days, so as to give His Highness time to shew his 
pacific disposition. At this visit Jeswunt Row asked me as from himself 
if His Excellency the Governor General would grant the Raja a British 
force, and said that plan would Be very advantageous to the Raja, and would 
satisfy His Excellency of his sincere desire to cultivate the Company s 
friendship. I objected to talking on public business in the manner 
proposed and said that after the Raja’s conduct, it was very doubtful 
whether His Excellency the Governor General would grant him a force, 
but I added that when the Raja should have disarmed I would listen to 
any official proposal on the subject. 
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Next day Jeswunt Row brought me information that the Raja had 
•-discharged some of his troops. 

In the evening I received letters from the Nizam s officers m Berar i 
representing that there was a considerable body of • Pindaris at | 
Mahisdee 1 , a place near one of the defiles which lead from the Jujadry 2 hills \ 
into Berar, and that they were said to intend an invasion of that province. 

I immediately warned the Raja that if the passes were not defended, he 
must answer for the damage which the Pindaris might do in Berar. On 
the 9th I received that the corps at Tannygong had advanced to the Warda 
and that it was still increasing ; as there was ample time for the Raja s 
orders to have reached this corps, I could not but consider this movement 
as strong ground for suspecting that the Raja did not really wish it to 
return, and that he was guilty of similar acts of treachery at more remote 
stations from which I could not so soon receive intelligence. I therefore 
announced to Jeswunt Row that if the corps in question was not recalled, 
or if I was not satisfied of the Raja’s wish to recall it before the third 
day, I should return to my former resolution of withdrawing from this 
country. On hearing the contents of this note the Raja sent to apprize 
me of his intention to come to my house and came immediately after this. 

He made very strong professions of his earnest wish to recall all the troops 
from the frontier, but observed that it would require some time to effect 
that object. HE conduct was so humble and submissive on this occasion 
that I am induced to think that he must have heard that day of the victories 
over Holkar, of which I received intelligence two or three days after. 

On the 10th I received information of the arrival of Amrut Row in 
Berar ; though I had no reason to suspect Amrut Row of disaffection to 
our cause, and though it was clearly his real interest to adhere to the 
English, yet considering the passion for intrigue which so often infatuates 
the natives and the discontent which Amrut Row might be supposed to 
feel at the Peshwa’s treatment of him, I thought it prudent to endeavour 
to keep him out of all situations where he might be tempted to engage in 
plots and political speculations, particularly, as I did not know that there 
was any reason to wish for his speedy arrival at Benares. I therfore -wrote 
to him to beg he would stop his journey, and 1 continued this request after 
I was satisfied that the Raja had no intention to attack Berar, because 
I was uncertain that the orders of His Excellency the Governor General 
on the Raja’s conduct might not involve a fresh misunderstanding with 
his court. 

On the 10th I was informed by a letter from Bisnoor that the troops 
from Tannygong had crossed the Warda and plundered a merchant at 
Tewsa, ten miles to the west of the Nizam’s boundary ; on this I revived 
remonstrances and repeated my determination of leaving Nagpore 
at the time fixed. 


1 Mhaisdehee near Multai. 
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On the 12th I communicated to the Raja the official account of 
the battle of Dig, on which he fired a royal salute and sent a person to 
congratulate me. I also received such intelligence as induced me to 
believe that the troops on the Warda were not under the Raja’s control, 
and I learned that his army had broken up and quitted its menacing 
position. I therefore agreed to put off my journey, and from that time to 
this I have had no serious reason to doubt the Raja’s intention of 
continuing at peace with the British Government, although the Nizam’s 
country on the Warda suffered considerable alarms from the passage of 
the Raja’s refractory troops along that river to the Nerbudda, which 
I believe they have now crossed. The Raja’s army has not been divided 
as was stipulated, but I believe the reason assigned by the Raja to be true 
one. It is that the troops are ill paid and refuse to move without advances. 
It is however at the Turra Ghaut near Devgar and not in a menacing 
position. I believe the Raja’s principal force is at present at Nagpore. 
I believe his troops here to consist of 1 ,500 horse and 3,000 foot, chiefly 
Arabs and Rohillas ; in Saccaram Bukhshee’s camp he may have 4,000 
horse and 3,000 foot; in Gurry Mundela, there are about 5,000 men. 
There are 6 guns with Saccaram Bukhshee. I believe the number of 
troops disbanded by the Raja including those who threatened and invaded 
Berar, may amount 4,000 or 5,000 men. The seizure of Nana Saheb’s 
country has really taken place, although I never mentioned it after the 6th 
of December. 

From the above circumstances, joined to general appearances 
and reports, I believe the Raja to have laid aside the intentions which 
I am convinced, he entertained of profiting by the first opportunity to attack 
us and our allies. Nothing can be a stronger proof of his wish to remain 
at peace than his anxiety respecting His Excellency the Governor 
General’s resolution on his conduct and his ]oy when he found 
the decision so favourable. I am sorry I cannot furnish you with 
a particular account of the negotiations between this Court and Sindia s. 
The following are the principal facts which have come to my knowledge. 
When Sindia moved towards Hoshangabad the Raja of Berar certainly 
engaged to assist him with his troops and to pay him a sum of money, and 
I believe, a portion of the money was paid off ; this part remained in the 
hands of Ballajee Eswant on whom Sindia gave bills to people whom he 
employed to raise men at Nagpore. There was at first every appearance 
that the Raja intended to send his troops to join Sindia, and when he failed 
in doing so, Sindia became very impatient, wrote to the Raja’s chief at 
Chouragur and Gurry Mundela to join him without waiting for orders 
from Nagpore. The reason given by the Raja’s ministers to me for his 
not permitting his troops to join Sindia is that he was averse to acting in 
concert w’ith a court under Gatky’s* influence. I believe that the Raja 
at same time that he delayed the advance of his troops, declined paying 


Sarje Rao Ghatge, Sindhia’s father-in-law. 
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the rest of the money he had promised Sindia, and that he made no further 
payments till after the incursion of the Pindaris, when he is said to have 
•given 5 lakhs of rupees through Balia jee Eswant to Sindia. I am the 
more inclined to believe that the Bosla has advanced money at different 
times to Sindia on account of the great distress which Ragojee appears to 
suffer from want of money, notwithstanding his extortions from the 
bankers and the small payments which he made to his army. 

A person named Boojing Roy resided here some time on Sindia’s part 
for the purpose of raising men, and marched in November with a 
considerable number of troops that he had levied, amounting according to 
the accounts of the Raja’s Ministers, to near 4,000 men. 

A Mahomedan Sirdar of some consequence in Sindia’s service whose 
name is Himmat Bahadur, has resided here for some weeks ; he is treated 
with great attention by the Raja and his avowed reason for coming here is 
some domestic concern. There are different accounts of his real object, 
the most probable of which is that he was sent with a bill on Balajee Eswant 
for the remainder of the sum due by the Raja, and that he has orders to 
raise men with the money and march with them to Sindia’s camp. 

There is also a person named Atma* Ram here at present who holds 
or has held some important station in Sindia’s service. I heard at one time 
that he had been deputed hither by Sirjee Row, but I now understand that 
he has come from the southward on his way to Sindia’s camp. 


No. 76 The Resident reports how the Bhonsle Raja’s troops were distributed 
throughout his kingdom. 

FROM— MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 
TO-COLONEL HALIBURTON, IN BERAR. 

Nagpur, 28th January 1805. 

I have just had the honour to receive your letter of the 3rd instant. From 
the conduct of the Raja of Berar and the disposition of his troops at this 
juncture I am led to believe that he will make such satisfaction for his 
late infraction of the treaty of Deogaum, as will preclude the necessity 
of a war, but after his recent treachery no certain dependence can be placed 
on him. 

i I believe the following -to be the distribution of the Raja’s force at 
present. 

At Nagpur 3,000 infantry and 1,500 cavalry ; at the Turra Ghat north 
of Bannua from 4,000 to 5,000 cavalry and 3,000 infantry ; on Gurry 
Mundela there i s, I believe, from four to five thousand men of all 

* Atmaram Shivram Tamboli. See Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 
Vol. XI, pages 85-88. 
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discretions ; besides the above there is no considerable number of troops 
in any one place. I have not lately heard of any of the Raja’s people being 
on the frontier except at a place near Amner, where there are some straggling 
horse. Sindia is reported to be near Sagur. He certainly is some marches 
north of the Nerbudda. Meer Khan is said to be at some distance from 
Bilsa to the north of that place. From this statement you will be able 
to form an opinion what position it will be best for you to occupy. 
I should think there -was no objection to your advancing towards the Warda,. 
but perhaps, if you were to take up a position immediately on that river, 
it might be difficult to prevent the Nizam’s cavalry from foraging within 
the Bosla’s frontier — an occurrence which it is very desirable to avoid. 
I expect soon to hear His Excellency the Governor General’s determination 
on the Raja’s violation of the treaty and his subsequent submission. It will 
probably be accompanied by some instructions for your guidance. I do- 
not imagine that any junction can take place in the interior between the 
Raja of Berar’s troops and those of any other Chief, and I shall endeavour 
to prevent the Raja’s assembling his own army without coming to an issue 
with the British. I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter to you from. 
Colonel Close w'hich may not perhaps have reached you by the regular 
channel. 


No. 77 — Elphinstone reports his interview with the Bhonsle Raja in which they 
discussed the meeting that took place between Daulatrao Sindhia 
and Yashwantrao Holkar. The Bhonsle Raja’s intentions towards the- 
British were found by the Resident to be perfectly pacific. 

FROM-M. ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT, NAGPUR. 

TO-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 20th May 1805. 

The Rajah having come into Nagpore for some days I waited on His 
Highness on the 15th instant. 

There was no conversation on business at this visit. The Rajah enquired 
what was the latest news I had received from Hindostan, and mentioned 
that he had heard of the meeting between Sindia and Holkar. I said 
the last authentic intelligence I had received from Hindostan was the 
account of the submission of Runjeet Sing and the flight of Holkar, but 
that I had heard of the meeting His Highness alluded to through such 
channels as induced me to believe it had taken place. Sreedar Pundit, 
then enquired in what light Sindia’s conduct was viewed by the 
British Government ; to this I replied that I had not yet received accounts 
of his junction with Holkar through the medium of any British authority, 
nor had I heard of the motions of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
subsequent to that event. A short conversation then took place between 
the Rajah and his ministers in which they remarked on the want 
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of discretion which appeared in Sindia’s conduct, on the little judgment 
with which he had chosen his time to break with the British and on the 
implicit reliance which he placed on his minister, to which they ascribed 
all his misconduct. 

The ministers also enquired about the position and intended movements 
of the army under Colonel Close, and seemed anxious to know whether it 
would cross the Nerbudda and assist in surrounding the enemy. I said 
I had not sufficient information to satisfy them on those heads, but that 
I did not imagine the army would go out of the Deccan, because the great 
force which was assembled in Hindostan rendered it very improbable 
that its services could be required. 

The Rajah during the whole of this interview spoke very cordially of 
his friendship for the Company and the interest he took in its success. 

Yesterday His Highness returned to the place where the muster of 
his troops is carried on. I understand the force there assembled to amount 
to 8,000 horse and 3,000 foot at least. 

There are many reports of the destination of the army. It is said that 
a considerable part of it will be sent towards the Rajah’s northern frontier, 
and that would be a very natural position for His Highness’s troops to 
take up while there is a war in Hindostan, but Jeswunt Row has more 
than once informed me that when the muster is over, the troops will move 
in to Nagpore. It is generally said in the army that it is intended to 
be sent towards Sambalpore in which direction it is said, part of the troops 
that were at Chanda, have already been dispatched. A report is also in 
circulation that it is meant to act against Berar, and I have had letters 
from some of the Nizam’s officers on the frontier expressive of considerable 
alarm on that account. 

I understand from Jeswunt Row that an incursion was lately made into 
the Rajah’s country by a considerable party belonging to the Nabob of 
Bopaul, who were defeated and repulsed with much loss. A battalion of 
Colonel Baptiste Filoses with 4 guns and a party of horse arrived about 
the beginning of this month at Hoshangabad. It is said they have come 
to deliver over Sewny to the Nabob of Bopaul on payment of a sum of 
money. 


No. 78 Col. Close informs the Governor General of his inarch towards Sindhia’s 
camp and the dispositions of the British and the Bhonsle troops in that 
part of the country. 

FROM-COL. CLOSE, IN COMMAND OF THE DECCAN ARMY. 
TO-GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Camp Hurrunkaire, 25th May 1805. 


Since I had the honor to address Your Lordship on the 12th instant, 
the treasure which Lieutenant-Colonel Kirkpatrick had dispatched from 
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Hyderabad for the use of this division has arrived, and detachments of 
His Highness the Nizam’s contingent continue to come m daily. The 
principal quotas still to join are Salabut fChan s and Ufsin-ood-Dowlah s. 

The former is on its march from Balapore and the latter from 
Ellichpore. The heavy guns left Ahmednugur on the 9th instant, and by 
this time must be near Adjunta. Colonel Wallace was to march on the 
23rd instant. 

On my arrival at Mulkapore, I learned that about 200 horses had been 
ordered to be drafted from the 5th and 7th regiments of cavalry for the 
3rd and 6th. As these horses however would have subjected the two 
latter corps to great inconvenience owing to their being short of their 
complement of men, I gave directions that the drafting should be deferred, 
and as Colonel Wallace’s division has been weakened by the march of one 
of his battalions to Poona to remain at that station, the 5th and 7th 
regiments of cavalry will now accompany him to the field. 

Sindia’s frontier in this neighbourhood continues quiet. There 
are about 16 or 1,800 men in Asseerghur, of whom 500 are Arabs. They 
appear to be ill paid. The Killadar subsists them chiefly by occasional 
exactions from Burhaunpore, which is in great part deserted. By accounts 
from Nagpore, some of his parties have disturbed some of the Rajah’s 
villages in the Gawilghur hills. A few bullock loads of ammunition have 
been lately received into Asseerghur, a supply which seems to have arrived 
from the northward. 

His Highness the Paishwa has ordered the Vinchoor Jaghiredar to join 
this force, and I hope to hear soon of his having commenced his march 
from Khandesh. By the latest accounts from the Kistnah, Chintaman 
Row’s levies and movements appear to have been intended solely against 
the Polligar of Kittoore, with whom he has come to an accommodation. 

Your Lordship will observe from the correspondence of the Resident 
at Nagpore that the Rajah of Berar has about 7,000 horse and 3,000 infantry 
assembled near his Capital. 

The Manager of Ellichpore has lately written to this camp that by 
information from the northward, His Excellency Lord Lake was in pursuit 
of Holkar on the Chumbui. 


'• 79 Col. Close moves northward to thwart any hostile move of Sindhia, and 
a detailed account k of the dispositions o£ British troops in Berar 
and Khandesh. 

FROM— COL. CLOSE, 

TO-LORD LAKE, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Hurrunliaire, 26th May 1 805. 


His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General having directed 
that the troops under Colonel Wallace and Haliburton should take up 
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positions favourable to the eventual commencement of operations against 
the possessions of Dowlut Row Sindia, the division under Colonel 
Haliburton moved from the vicinity of Jalna on the 27th ultimo, and reached 
Mulkapore on the 1 1th instant where I joined and took the command of it. 
A present state of this force is forwarded to the Adjutant General for 
Your Lordship’s notice. A part of His Highness the Nizam’s contingent 
is present with this force and detachments of it are on the march to join 
from different quarters. 

The division under Colonel Wallace was to march from Ahmednugur 
on the 23rd instant, and may be expected to arrive in this vicinity by the 
7th or 8th of next month. He leaves 2 battalions at Ahmednugur to 
be employed eventually in seizing Sindia’s districts near that 'post, 
and will be accompanied by the 1st, 5th and 7th Regiments of Native 
Cavalry, a detachment of artillery, His Majesty’s 74lh Regiment, two 
Battalions of Native Infantry, and e detail of Native pioneers. The 5th 
and 7th Regiments of Cavalry are very weak and His Majesty’s 74th 
Regiment seldom parades more than 120 rank and file for duty. The two 
divisions united will consist of 5 Regiments of cavalry, a detachment of 
artillery, His Majesty’s 84th and 74th Regiments, 6 Battalions of Native 
Infantry, and a detachment of Native Pioneers. This force will be well 
supplied with provisions and stores and equipped with a battering tram, 
and in the event of hostilities, will be joined by at least one battalion of 
Native Infantry from Ahmednugur after Sindia’s districts in that 
quarter shall have been seized. Depots of grainage established at 
Ahmednugur, Aurungabad and Jalna. Besides the force detailed above 
including the latter battalion, there will be in the Deccan, two battalions 
at Hyderabad, two at Poona, one divided between Ahmednugur, Chandore 
and Jalna, and one employed to keep in check the banditti who infest 
the line of communication between Ahmednugur and Aurungabad. 
Total troops in the Deccan 5 Regiments of Native Cavalry, a detachment 
of artillery, His Majesty’s 84th and 74th Regiments, 13 battalions of 
Native Infantry and a detail of Native pioneers. The battalions at 
Hyderabad and Poona are meant for the protection of Their Highnesses 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Paishwa. Sindia’s frontier in this 
neighbourhood is quiet? 1 There was a contest lately between the native 
holding the chief authority in Burhanpore and the Killadar of Asseerghur, 
in which the latter prevailed. The garrison of Asseerghur consists of 
16 or 1,800 men of whom 500 are Arabs ; a supply of ammunition 
has been thrown into the fort lately ; but the garrison is ill paid, depending 
upon the exactions made by the Killadar from Burhanpore for 
subsistence. 

The Rajah of Berar professes to entertain the most friendly sentiments 
towards the British Government. He has about 7,000 horse and 3,000 
infantry in the vicinity of Nagpore. 
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Nothing material has happened of late at the courts of Hyderabad and 
Poona, and the Marratta Jaghiredars on the Kistna seem to be engaged only 
in intestine quarrels, the direct communication between Poona and Mysore- 
being open as usual. 


No. 80 Col. Close discusses the best method of overcoming the possible com- 
bination of Sindhia, Holkar and the Bhonsle Raja. * The last he considers 
was averse to undertaking hostilities against the British, although he was 
not disposed to entertain a British subsidiary force for his protection. 

FROM-COL. CLOSE, 

TO-THE RESIDENT AT NAGPUR. 


Hurranhaire, 30th May 1805. 

I have received the copy of Mr. Jenkins’ private letter to your address 
of the 22nd April, which you enclosed to me, and which intimates that he 
had received intelligence that it was amongst the schemes of Ghautky* 
and Meer Khan to proceed to the eastward with a part of their forces 
in order to ravage the territories of the Rajah of Berar. 

I cannot but believe the information that towards the end of April 
His Excellency the Right Honourable the Commander-in-Chief arrived 
with the army on the Chumbul, and that on his approach Sindia, Holkar 
and Meer Khan retired towards Kotah. Impressed by the truth of this 
intelligence, I think it probable that whatever schemes Ghautky and Meer 
Khan may have had in contemplation at the date of Mr. Jenkins’ letter,, 
they may have since found it necessary to alter them, and that considering 
the advanced period of the season it is likely that His Excellency’s operations 
on the Chumbul will furnish sufficient employment to these chieftains 
to detain them to the northward of the Nurbuddah till after the rains. 

But if Ghautky and Meer Khan approach the territory of the Rajah 
of Berar, I would have you apply to such a state of things the instructions 
contained in the 9th paragraph of Mr. Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch 
to your address dated 22nd December 1804, warning the Rajah eventually 
that a combination of his forces with those of Ghautky or Meer Khan will 
be considered as an act of positive hostility on the part of the Rajah. If the 
invasion take place as above supposed, which is certainly very improbable,, 
and the Rajah proceed decidedly to oppose the invaders and solicit the aid 
of our Government, it will certainly be my aim to afford him such support 
rom the army of the Deccan as circumstances may permit ; at the same 
Ume, I do not conceive that any combination of circumstances can make 
it expedient for the troops in this quarter to cross the Wurdah before or 
during the rains. 


* Sarjerao Ghatge. 
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In the event of the invasion alluded to taking place, and of the Rajah 
of Berar proceeding to join the invaders for purposes hostile to the British 
interests or of those of our allies, the combination must be opposed by 
such a system of operations as the circumstances of the crisis may 
suggest. 

The ' Rajah of Berar has shewn a decided disinclination to accept a 
subsidiary force from the British Government, and at the same time had 
hitherto avoided the most pressing invitations from Smdia’s Govern- 
ment to co-operate in its views. It is apparent therefore that the 
Rajah’s policy is to preserve the independence of his Government by 
pursuing a middle line, calculated to save him from the necessity of uniting 
with either side. This insecure system of policy the Rajah might possibly 
be induced to abandon for a union with Sindia and the adverse 
chieftains, did their fortunes improve to such a degree as to open a prospect 
to the Rajah that by espousing their cause, he might recover the territories 
which he lost by the treaty of peace. On the other hand, the spirit of the 
Rajah’s Government, as well as his habits of life, would naturally render 
him reluctant to throw himself into the hands of a band who can maintain 
themselves only by indiscriminate plunder, and who are regulated only 
by principles of falsehood and treachery. 

It is impossible to discover the plan on which the Rajah has lately 
assembled so large a force at’ his capital, but it will appear desirable not 
to manifest suspicions against the sincerity of his professions except 
on obvious grounds, and especially as he would meet any such disclosure 
on our part, by arguments in support of his sincerity, which it would be 
difficult to subvert. 

From such considerations I do not conceive that remonstrating at this 
juncture against his keeping so strong a force assembled would be 
advisable or productive of any effect, unless it should be pushed to a 
critical extreme. 


No. 81 — The Resident reports news gathered by him regarding the activities of the 
Bhonsle Raja, the disposition of his forces and the movements of other 
minor individuals likely to create trouble for the British. 

FROM-MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT AT NAGPUR, 

TO— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Nagpur, 2nd June 1805. 


The situation of affairs at this court is almost the same as it was when 
I last had the honour of addressing Your Excellency. 

The Rajah continues with his army but comes occasionally to a place 
about four miles on this side of the camp, where his mother and family at 
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present reside for the purpose of performing some religious ceremonies at 
the river Canhaun. He is still occupied in arranging and settling the pay 
of his troops. A detachment is said to be forming to march towards 
Jubbulpore and a considerable force has been put under Ballajee Conare* 
the Soobehdar of Cuttack. Beeca Bhow, who was sent to sequestrate Chanda, 
lately returned from that place to the army attended by 1 ,000 or 1 ,500 horse. 
It is reported that he is about to be sent to the Pergunnahs under Gyalgurf 
to relieve Natto| Pundit, the person at present in charge -of them. 

I have this day received a letter from my news-writer at Chanda in 
which he confirms the report mentioned in my letter, of the march of a 
body of troops from Chanda towards Chuteesgur and Ruttunpore. It 
states them to consist of 2,000 gosaiens and 3,000 horse belonging to the 
Rajah and commanded by Hybut Row. 

I have also received information from another channel that 1 ,000 foot 
and 2,000 horse assembled at Ranjgur, a place on the Waingunga 50 or 
60 miles east of Chanda. The professed object of collecting them was to 
repress the depredation of some robbers in that neighbourhood ; it does 
not however appear that any disturbances have really been created 
there by robbers. The numbers stated above are probably exaggerated, 
but it appears that some troops are collecting at Chanda and to the 
eastward of it, and are marching towards Chuteesgur. 

It is to be remarked that a person in the name of Hybut Row 
commanded one of the parties destined for Berar in last December, though 
he did not enter that country. He was at that time represented by the 
Rajah’s ministers as one of Nana Saheb’s desperate adherents. Of the 
other Chiefs concerned in that inroad Natto Ram and the Gosaien 
Naingeer are still in the service of this government in Gurry Mundela, as 
was Rajah Chittersing,|| (half-brother to the Rajah of Sittarra) till lately, 
when after offering his services to the Sagur man he marched to join 
Sindia but was plundered on the way by some Pindaris or other 
free-booters connected, I believe, with Dowlut Row’s Government. 

The battalion which was at Hoshangabad has returned to Bhilsa (where 
Baptiste has a garrison) without restoring Seony to the Nabob of Bhopaul. 
Kareem Pindari, one of the principal pf the free-booters connected with 
Sindia, is at Seeore near Bhopaul employed in occupying a jageer, which 
Dowlut Row has lately assigned to him. ,Atma Ram, Sindia s agent, 
continues to recruit for his master. At this place he has now four or 
five hundred men at Nagpore ; but I understand he has more in different 
parts of the city. I have reason to believe that the troops formerly raised 
by him were sent to Ougeein. 

Ballajee Govind, Sindia’s vakeel, has been in camp with the Rajah 
for four days and returns tomorrow. As Sindia has not yet committed 

Bilaji Konher. t Gawilgad. J Nathu (?) HChatursingh Bhonsle. 
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any overt act of hostility against the British nation, I continue to 
communicate with his vakeel and have lately given him a safe conduct 
for his family who reside at Aurungabad, which I received some time 
since through Colonel Kirkpatrick from the government of Hyderabad. 


No. 82 — Col. Wallace reports what the Nawah of Elichpur, Salabat Khan, told him, 
which was to the effect that the Raja of Nagpur intended to join HoLkar 
against the British and persuaded the Nawab to do the same. 

FROM-COL. WALLACE, COMMANDING BRITISH TROOPS IN BERAR, 

TO-COL. CLOSE. 


Camp near Balapur, 9th November 1805. 

Yesterday a confidential person came to me from Nabob Salabut Khan, 
who having something, he said, of a secret nature to communicate, I with- 
drew with him for the purpose of learning what this was, when he 
informed me as follows. 

That the Rajah of Nagpore had lately sent a vakeel named Balwunt 
Row Shunkur to Salabut Khan at Ellichpore, who opened his mission 
by recalling to Salabut Khan’s memory the intimacy and friendship which 
formerly subsisted between him and the Rajah, and inviting him to renew 
that, and to give proofs of his having sincerely done so by performing 
such services as might be required of him by the Rajah. That in reply 
Salabut Khan said that he would be happy to be on friendly terms with 
the Rajah whenever circumstances would permit, and that he conceived 
himself to be so now, but that as he was-at present placed by his Circar under 
the authority of the British Officers here, he could not agree to perform 
any service for him which they might disapprove of. That the Vakeel 
then answered that he would procure him an order from his own 
Government to attend to the desires of the Rajah, to which Salabut Khan 
replied that on receiving such an order, he should communicate it to the 
British Officers, and act as they might recommend. That Salabut Khan 
desirous of ascertaining the object of this communication asked the Vakeel 
what was the nature of the services the Rajah wished him to execute, who 
gave him to understand, that his acting in a concealed manner against the 
interest of the British was what the Rajah solicited him to do ; and added 
that his sending 4 or 5,000 troops under his, or Futty Jung’s son to join 
Goojabah, the Bonsla’s nephew, and accompany him to Holkar, would 
be a very acceptable measure. That Salabut Khan perceiving the 
extent of the treachery proposed, expressed with heat his abhorrence of 
such transactions, when the Vakeel seeing that he could not be gained, 
demanded of him payment of a debt due to the Rajah, which Salabut 
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Khan said he would pay •whenever ordered to do so by his government, 
and insisted on the Vakeel’s immediately leaving Ellichpore. 

This is nearly word for word what this messenger of Salabut Khan 
communicated to me, and which I have thought it proper to acquaint you 
with. To Mr. Elphinstone I -shall also send a copy of this letter. You 
will perceive that this transaction is connected with that mentioned in 
Mr. Elphinstone’s dispatch to the Governor General dated ,22nd 
September last, wherein it is stated that the Bonsla had complained 
of the treatment his Vakeel had met with from Salabut Khawn on being 
sent to him to demand payment of an old debt. 


Salabut Khan states as the reason for his not sooner having made 
known this circumstance, that he expected shortly to join me when he 
could personally inform me of it, and that he was afraid to write on the 
subject, as through the means of Moonshees employed by European 
gentlemen, communications made in writing generally became known, 
and that his zeal for the British interests had already done him injury. 
That however being lately desired by me to remain at Ellichpore he had 
sent a confidential person to relate the occurrence to me.* 


No. 83 Elphinstone informs Wallace not to credit the report of Salahatkhan 
respecting the treacherous conduct of the Bhonsle Raja. 

FROM— MOUNTSTU ART ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 

TO-COL. WALLACE. 


Nagpur, 19th November 1805. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 9th instant. 
I am very sorry indeed to reflect on the veracity of so respectable and 
attached a Sirdar as Salabut Khan, but the following considerations 
induce me to give little credit to his statement respecting the 
Rajah s attempt to lead him into intrigues against the interests of the 
British nation. You will have observed from my official correspondence 
that the Rajah at first endeavoured to prevail on me to apply directly to 
the Government of Hyderabad for an order to Salabut Khan to pay the 
money, and it was not without some discussion that I convinced him of 
the impropriety of such a request and the necessity of demanding payment 
before he complained of Salabut Khan’s withholding it. I do not think 
that a man of the Rajah’s character would expose his designs to a 
premature discovery by an unguarded communication of them to a Sirdar 

• 311 attempt on the part of Salabat Khan to poison the ears of the British officers 

a ms. the Nagpur Raja. See Elphinstone’s letter Bated 19th November 1805 in reply. 
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of Salabut Khan’s known attachment to the British Government ; nor 
•do I imagine that he would accompany such propositions with the demand 
of a debt which would make it Salabut Khan’s interest to divulge them 
that he might have a pretext for refusing payment. If the Rajah 
had wished to enter into an intrigue such as is described, he might easily 
have conducted it in the most secret and guarded manner by means of 
some of his ministers whose families reside at Elhchpore, or of the officers 
in charge of his districts in-Berar who, I believe, frequently visit that city. 
There is also something so very unreasonable m the request made to 
Salabut Khan, that I cannot persuade myself of its having come from 
* the Bonsla. If Salabut Khan sent his son with 500 men, which I believe 
is all he has, to Holkar, it is evident that you would immediately seize his 
person, a risk which the Rajah could not imagine Salabut Khan would 
consent to incur. I understand it to be Goojaba’s intention to join 
Sirjee Row. If he does so, it will tend to shew that the account of his 
intended journey to Holkar is unfounded, and will greatly tend to clear 
the Rajah from all knowledge of his flight, as there is no ground for sus- 
pecting His Highness of any connection with that traitor. For these 
.reasons I entirely concur in the opinion stated in your letter that the story 
is invented to excuse Salabut Khan’s behaviour to the vakeel. There 
are only two circumstances that give the least appearance of probability 
to the transaction, the intriguing turn of this Court, and the promise of 
procuring orders from the Nizam’s Government. From a passage in 
Colonel Close’s letter to Lord Cornwallis dated. October 6th there 
is reason to think that the enemy had hopes of drawing the Nizam into 
their views by means of Ragotim Row, and it certainly was believed here 
(before Maheeput Ram’s journey to Hyderabad) that Ragotim Row was 
about to acquire an ascendancy in the councils of the Souba. This might 
lead to such a message, as is said to have been sent to Salabut Khan, 
but this circumstance is of little weight compared to those I first pointed 
out. It may be worth while to mention that I have had information given 
me, more than once, of intrigues between the Bonsla and Salabut Khan, 
originating in the latter Chief particularly at the time when Salabut 
Khan’s nephew arrived here, but I never paid the smallest attention to 
them, from an idea of Salabut Khan’s knowledge of his own interest 
and of his fidelity to the British Government, which was so apparent in 
the late war with the Bonsla. 

PS . — This is rather an important subject in regard to this Government, 
I shall send copies of our correspondence to the Governor General and 
Mr. Russell, you may perhaps think it worth while to forward this or a 
copy of it to Colonel Close. 
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No. 84 — This is an important communication received by the . Resident and com- 
municated by bim to the Governor General disclosing the restless 
circumstances in which the Maratha Chiefs were placed, and the astute 
move of the British administrators in meeting the various dangers that 
threatened them. 

FROM-MOUNTSTUARTELPH2NSTONE, RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 

TO— THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


Nagpur, 10th September 1806. 

On the 8th instant I was visited by Jeswunt Row, who said the Raja 
had sent him to consult me on the subject of intelligence received the 
night before from Sindia’s Vakeel. He proceeded to say that Sindia had 
arrived within four marches of Ougein* and was about to move on 
Bhopaul ; that Holkar was to join him there within a fortnight or at 
most a month. And that it was their declared intention to attack the 
Rajahf , unless he would either pay them a large sum of money or consent 
to meet them and unite with them in all their enterprises. He said that 
the Raja had never yet been accustomed to buy off the enmity of other 
chiefs and that if he were disposed to do so now, he had not the means, as 
his revenue is much inferior to his expenditure, and his troops very much 
in arrears. That he was convinced that to join with Sindia and Holkar 
was to put himself into their hands, and on the other hand, he was entirely 
unable to oppose them with success in the field. His Highness was 
therefore in the greatest perplexity, and requested that I would advise him 
how to act in the critical situation in which he was likely to be placed. 

When Jeswunt Row had concluded, I at first said that the question he 
had proposed to me was one on which I could give no opinion as I had not 
sufficient information, and besides, I had no instructions to converse on 
any subject that was likely to create disagreement between chiefs with 
whom the Company was on terms of friendship, but on being pressed to 
give my private opinion I observed that a union with Holkar for the 
purpose of oppressing the Bonsla was so obviously contrary to Sindia s 
interests, that I could scarce believe he could be led to adopt such 
a measure. I said there were many points of dispute between Sindia and 
Holkar which could not be easily adjusted ; that there must still remain 
some traces of their former enmity, that Holkar ’s restless ambition was of 
itself sufficient to excite the apprehension of his neighbours, and his power 
was already sufficient to be very formidable to Sindia, and would be much 
more so if he was suffered to increase it by plundering the Bonsla and thus 
weakening the only ally on whom Sindia could • depend, if attacked by 
" Holkar. I put Jeswunt Row in mind of the degraded station in which 
Sindia appeared in his own army when Holkar took refuge there from the 
pursuit of Lord Lake, and asked him if Sindia could even so far forget 
his feelings on that occasion as to expose himself to similar humiliation 


Ujiain. 


t Raghuji Bhonsie. 
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again. Jeswunt Row replied that Sindia had not sufficient knowledge of 
his own affairs to perceive the destructive effects of his uniting with Holkar. 
That he was under the influence of the meanest and most contemptible 
advisers, and would easily be persuaded that Holkar would behave with 
more moderation now than he had done formerly. I enquired whether 
the Raja had no vakeel with Sindia, and whether that chief’s more 
respectable ministers did not point out to him the consequence of any 
increase of Holkar ’s power, and the benefits to be derived from uniting 
with the Bonsla to resist any attack his ambition might urge him to. Jeswunt 
Row replied that Sindia had no respect for the opinions of any person 
except one of his menial attendants, (whose name I think is Chundoo 
Hozra), and that he employed his influence in persuading Sindia to fall 
into Holkar s views, to which end he generally wrought on Dowlut Row’s 
fears by representing the greatness of Holkar ’s power and the impolicy 
of offending him. He added that he believed Sindia to be at heart 
inclined to Holkar and that there was no reality in their apparent disputes. 
I expressed my doubt of the real cordiality between Sindia and Holkar. 
I remarked that they had separated after their confederacy at Subbulgur 
and might be separated again. Jeswunt Row said that was entirely 
owing to Ambajee Ingle, and that the very circumstances of that 
separation were now used by Holkar ’s advocates with Sindia as the 
foundation of an argument in his favour, for that they represented Sindia ’s 
acquisition of Gohud and Gwalior as entirely owing to Holkar ’s exertions. 
Jeswunt Row further added that while Ambajee was minister Sindia 
adopted all his ideas, as he no doubt would those of any minister to whom 
he gave his confidence. He further observed that Holkar had in all 
probability views very far beyond merely levying money on this country. 
He had promised the Raja advantages in case he would join him, and he 
was known to talk among his intimate friends of renewing the war with the 
British as soon as he was able to do so with effect. He did not speak so 
openly to his troops, but he did not entirely conceal his views from them,, 
as he gave out that he had dreams and visions warning him never to desist 
from his undertakings and promising him entire success in the end. On 
this I said that I agreed with him that Holkar would renew the war with 
the British if he thought he could derive any advantage from doing so„ but 
he had no inducement to do it at present. As for his dreams they were 
natural fictions to encourage his defeated troops. His promises to the 
Raja of confidence and future advantages were not unlikely to be pretences 
to entice the Raja to join him, in which event, it would be in Holkar ’s power 
to compel the Raja to furnish him with whatever money he thought proper 
to demand. With respect to the advantages which Sindia had derived from 
his connexion with Holkar, I thought the fallacy of the statements 
Jeswunt Row referred to very palpable. Sindia had in connecting himself 
with Holkar irreparably injured his reputation for good faith ; he exchanged 
the friendship of the British for a hollow alliance with a Power that would 
mo-ii Bk Ca 1— - 9 
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■ one j ay swallow him up. At the same time he had sunk himself from 
i b e , - n a- one of the first powers in India to a state of inferiority to Holkar, 

! who^e ascendancy in the confederacy and even the affairs of Sindia’s own 
Government was evident to all India, nor would he ever have obtained 
Gohud by adhering to Holkar. On the contrary, it is probable that Holkar 
would soon have left him to make what arrangement he could, as he had 
formerly done in the beginning of the war in 1 803. Such, I said, would have 
been his conduct in the event of ill success. But if he was . victorious 
the consequences would have been worse. In that case, he would either 
have retained the control which he had obtained in Sindia’s Government, or 
he would have insisted on such adjustment of his differences with Sindia 
as would have left that prince in no condition to oppose his further in- 
croachments. I then said that the share which Holkar had taken of the 
booty, which he and Sindia collected from the chiefs whose countries they 
plundered, would show how much he would allow Sindia of that which 
might be obtained from the Bosla. Sindia, I observed, must be aware of 
this and consequently would be well disposed to arrange with the Raja 
separately; if the interests of the latter should require such a measure. 
Jeswunt Row said the Raja would of course adopt all the measures of 
precaution that were in his power, but he had little hope of succeeding, and 
if he failed he had no .means of defending his dominions, nor any security 
for the safety of his capital or even of his family. He then asked me what 
the Raja ought to do if he really was attacked by both chiefs, either together 
or separately, insinuating that it was the attachment His Highness had 
shown to the British in the late war that drew the enmity of the other 
chiefs upon him. As Jeswunt Row did not make this assertion in direct 
terms, I only replied to it by saying that it would show the deepest 
ingratitude in Holkar to attack the Raja who had spared him during his 
misfortunes, notwithstanding that he had great provocation to go to war 
and could have found no difficulty in seizing many of Holkar s southern 
possessions, while that chief was seeking an asylum in the Punjaub. I said 
that if the combination the Raja apprehended really took place it was not 
likely that any part of his dominions except Gurry* Mundela would suffer, 
for his northern frontier was strong, and the late arrangements between 
Holkar and the Raja of Jypore plainly showed that the former was not 
desirous of exposing his army to risk in enforcing his exactions. Jeswunt 
Row answered that the Raja of Jypore had been saved by the timely 
interposition of Raja Maunsing, that the appearance of co-operation among 
the Rajpoots still secured them, but it increased the Raja's danger, for the 
Rajpoots never acted but on the defensive and consequently their union 
only served to narrow the field of Holkar ’s pillage, and in fact to leave no 
power except the Bosla from whom he could hope to be supplied. He 
said the Raja had no allies to look to and he could not expect to intimidate 
Holkar, as the success of the Pindaris had already displayed his weakness 


* Gadha Mandla. 
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to all India. Jeswunt Row enlarged on the Wardship of the Raja s situation 
who, far from harbouring plans of aggrandizement, Is content to submit to 
the losses he has sustained and wishes for nothing but quiet, and yet is 
disturbed In the possession of the little that remained, and compelled either 
to assimilate to the turbulence of his neighbours or to suffer from their 
rapacity. I expressed my concern for the disquiet to which the Raja was 
exposed, but observed that dangers often seemed greater than they were, 
and said that at the worst His Highness might be able at once to remove 
the present evil and to secure his future quiet if he would shew 
Smdia his true interest, which is the same as the Bosla, in as much as they 
both possessed regular Governments and dominions either already well 
inhabited or capable of improvement, and had not like Holkar by reducing 
their own territories to a desert, laid themselves under the necessity of 
subsisting by plunder. I then concluded the conversation by desiring 
Jeswunt Row to observe that I was not speaking the sentiments of my 
Government, as we had been agitating matters on which I had no 
instructions, but that I was merely giving my own opinion, which my wishes 
for the Raja’s welfare prevented my withholding when it was desired. 
Jeswunt Row asked if I would write to Calcutta respecting the danger 
with which the Raja was threatened and inform the Raja of your ideas 
on the subject, and I told him that it was my duty to report all political 
events that seemed of sufficient importance to deserve your attention, but 
that there did not seem to be anything in what we had been discussing, on 
which you were likely to give your opinion. 

I omitted to mention that Jeswunt Row stated the Pindaris as having 
come to an accommodation with Sindia and as having begun to threaten 
in consequence. He represented Seetoo as connected with Sindia and 
Kareem with Holkar. It is difficult to say whether the junction between 
Sindia and Holkar is really intended, or whether it is an invention of the 
former chiefs designed to alarm the Raja and induce him to come to 
a speedy composition with Smdia’s pecuniary demands. It is 
a circumstance in favour of the latter opinion, that I was informed by a 
person from Sindia’s vakeel of an intended meeting between Dowlut 
Row and Holkar which was soon to take place on the north of the Nerbudda 
as early as the 2nd of July, at which time it appears by Mr. Mercer’s 
dispatches that no such plan of co-operation could have been designed. 
There is however every reason to suppose that Sindia intends to extort 
money from the Raja. His Vakeel is sending off his family and valuables 
to Burhanpore, either because he apprehends that the country will be 
disturbed or on purpose to impress the Raja with that idea. 

P.S . — Since I wrote .the above I have received another communication 
from the Raja through Jeswunt Row on the subject of the dangers with 
which he is threatened. Jeswunt Row began with referring to our last 
■conversation, then said that the Raja would take every measure he could, to 
MO-ii Bk Ca 1—9 a 
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prevent the invasion of His country, and he was anxious to know whether 
the British Government would so far interfere in his favour as to attempt to 
dissuade Sindia and Holkar from attacking him. To this I answered 
that I did not think you could possibly consent to do so. I said it was 
your wish to meddle as little as possible with the affairs of other states, 
and besides, it was agreed in the treaty with Holkar that the British 
Government should not interfere between him and other Powers not 
immediately connected with us. Jeswunt Row said the Raja only wished 
for a friendly mediation, to which I replied that such interpositions could 
not be used with dignity unless a much more intimate connexion subsisted' 
between the states than we had with Holkar. Jeswunt Row continuing- 
to urge the Raja’s request I said that I had given my opinion of the 
probable success of such an application, but that I would submit it to you and 
inform the Raja of your answer. I added that although you might find it 
impossible to interpose, I was confident you would be concerned to see 
Sindia and Holkar join for the purpose of disturbing the peace of India, and 
that you would much regret any injury befall the Raja’s state, as his- 
system of attending to the welfare of his country and preserving its 
tranquillity was much more conformable to our ideas of good Government^ 
and more conducive to the general happiness of mankind than the scheme 
which was attributed to the other chiefs of maintaining armies by rapine 
and extortion for the disturbance of their neighbours. I said I had long 
since pointed out to the Raja the probability of such events taking place as 
appeared now to threaten him, and had offered the alliance and cooperation 
of the British ; but that our situation was now altered. We were at peace 
with Sindia and Holkar and there did not appear the least probability of 
any disagreement with those chiefs, and consequently we were bound to 
observe the strictest neutrality in all the quarrels they might have with other 
states not included in the general defensive alliance. 


No. 85 The Resident reports to the G. G. the proposal of the Bhonsle Raja to send 
his agent YashwantraoRamchandra to meet Holkar and reconcile him to 
the British. 

FROM— M. S. ELPHINSTONE, RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 

TO-THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 20th September 1806. 

• 

I had the honour to report in my last despatch that the Raja was under 
considerable alarm from the designs of Sindia and Holkar. His anxiety 
concerning the intentions of the latter chief has now determined him- 
to send a vakeel to his camp, and Jeswunt Row Ramchander has been, 
selected for that purpose. ’ 
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I was informed of this by Jeswunt Row himself who came yesterday to 
acquaint me with the Raja’s resolution. He began by saying that Venkat 
Row, Holkar’s Vakeel, had received letters from his master informing him 
that Holkar would soon be in this neighbourhood, and desiring him to 
quit Nagpore and repair to his own camp without delay. The departure 
of the Vakeel, Jeswunt Row observed, left the Raja without any channel of 
communication with Holkar, the inconvenience of which was particularly 
felt-when that chieftain’s plans were so doubtful ; His Highness had 
therefore resolved to send a vakeel to his camp and had pitched on Jeswunt 
Row as being acquainted with Holkar, and more likely at once to conciliate 
him and penetrate his designs than any person who had not before resided 
with him. Jeswunt Row also mentioned it as one of the Raja’s motives for 
selecting him that his known attachment to the British interests would 
-secure His Highness from all suspicion of intending to unite with Holkar 
in any confederacy against the Company. 

In reply to Jeswunt Row’s communication I expressed my obligation to 
the Raja for communicating his intentions/ which I said you would 
consider as a proof of his friendship and confidence. I assured Jeswunt 
Row that I had too much experience of the Raja’s wisdom and good faith 
to entertain any doubts of the motive of his sending a vakeel to Holkar, 
even if his choice had not fallen on one so well disposed towards our 
Government, and I concluded by expressing my wishes that his journey 
might be safe and his mission successful. Jeswunt Row replied that he 
should certainly be exposed to risk on his journey, but that he should be 
indifferent to that if he could be sure of a favorable issue to his negotiations. 
He observed that Holkar had long talked of invading the Raja, and all 
accounts represented him as being now fully determined to carry his plan 
into effect, and in particular, the Raja had received notice of Holkar’s having 
desired one of his friends to collect troops and be prepared to assist him 
in an expedition which he projected against this country. As I have been 
informed that Holkar has written to the above effect to Nana Saheb*, I took 
■occasion to enquire to whom those instructions had been given and at last 
was told by Jeswunt Row that they were sent to Jagannat Row, the Vakeel 
who came from Holkar during the war with us. 

I then enquired whether Jeswunt Row went by Sindia’s camp or whether 
any other person was to be sent thither ; to both which questions he replied 
in the negative. 

The Raja continues to hasten the progress of the city wall. It is 
intended to be a thick rampart, and might be of considerable service against 
a-Maratta enemy, but it will require in all probability several years to 
complete it. His Highness has lately given . orders for increasing his 
infantry, and I understand, has issued 25,000 rupees to one of his chiefs to 
enable him to raise men in Gurry Mundela. 


* Vyankoji, the Raja’s brother. 
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The younger brother of Ambajee Inglia has lately arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Jubbulpore with a strong escort and some treasure. He 
is represented as having made that movement with a view to secure 
a retreat, in case he cannot procure sufficient security for the safety of his 
person from Sindia. 


No. 86 — Jenkins writes to G. G. of his having been informed by the Raja’s vakeel that 
an emissary from Holkar had waited on the Raja with proposals of an 
alliance which were politely declined. He also reports the success ot * 

the Raja’s arms at Hcshangabad against Bhopal and the Pindaris. 

FROM-R. JENKINS, RESIDENT, NAGPUR, 

TO-LORD MINTO, GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Nagpur, 28th November 1807. 

On the 1 1th instant the Rajah and all the members of his family went 
to Ramteg to perform some religious ceremonies incident to the late feast 
of the Dewalee. 

On the day after His Highness’s departure Jeswunt Rao came to visit 
me and to inform me of the Rajah’s wish that I should remain at the city 
during the short period of his intended absence. In the course of conver- 
sation Jeswunt Rao mentioned reports which he said were prevalent, that 
the Seiks were assembled at Patiala for the purpose of invading the 
Doab. 

Having received Mr. Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch with its enclo- 
sures under date the 1st September, I was apprized of the expectations 
which were entertained of the approach of Runjeetsing of Lahore for the 
purpose of settling the differences at Patiala. In the first 'instance how- 
ever I told Jeswunt Rao that we had no reason whatever to apprehend 
any hostile attempts from the Seiks,* either in regard to the terms upon 
which we were with them, or to the state of our military arrangements in , 
that quarter ; which although adopted to a state of peace, were yet cal- 
culated to repel any aggressions. I said that I had no positive intelligence 
relative to the late movements of the Seiks, but that there had long existed 
a disagreement between the Rajah and Ranee of Patiala, both of whom 
were reported to have requested the mediation of Runjeetsing ; and that 
if the Seiks were assembled at Patiala, we need look no further for the 
object of their movements. Nothing further of consequence passed at 
this visit. 

On the 21st the Rajah returned from Ramteg and on the 23rd I had 
another interview with Jeswunt Rao, who came with a polite message from 
the Rajah on the occasion of his return. After we had conversed for a short 


s- 


* Sikhs. 
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time on indifferent topics, Jeswunt Rao mentioned Holkar, and asked 
whether I had received any late intelligence respecting his movements. 
I mentioned in reply what I had heard viz., that Holkar was still at 
Rampoorah Bhanpoorah, and that he had lately dismissed many of his 
moesulman troops. Jeswunt Rao then alluded to the communication, which 
he had before made to me, of the arrival of a vakeel from Holkar at Nagpur. 
He said that the Rajah had been prevented for some time from hearing 
the communications with which the Vakeel was charged, but that His 
Highness had at length granted him an audience, that the Vakeel repre- 
sented the services which Holkar had rendered to the Marhatta cause and 
the efforts which he had made to support the Marhatta name, whilst the 
Rajah had remained quiet at his capital, that of those services and these 
efforts his present poverty was the consequence, and that he looked up to 
the Rajah who was a descendant of the ancient princes, as his patron and 
superior. To him therefore he applied for assistance ; he wanted money 
and troops to enable him to prosecute the views which he entertained for 
the common good, and he trusted the Rajah would furnish him with both, 
and unite in his enterpnzes. To these and other representations of a like 
nature, the Rajah had replied in friendly terms, that he had neither money 
nor troops to spare, and was as much in want as Holkar could be, of funds 
to keep up an army ; that the friendship between the two families was of 
long standing, and His Highness wished it to remain on its present footing 
without alteration or diminution ; but that with respect to the views and 
enterprizes to which Holkar alluded the Rajah advised him to think before 
he acted, and to act with caution and circumspection, that the Rajah’s 
state was once flourishing, and that all his endeavours would henceforth 
be directed to preserve his present dominions in peace and tranquillity. 

I said that the Rajah’s reply was a proof of that wisdom which His 
Highness discovered in all his transactions, and that I had no doubt Holkar 
would be inclined to profit by such good advice. 

Jeswunt Rao then mentioned the capitulation of Ratgurh to Sindia and 
the probability of that Chief moving towards Bhopal. He also informed 
me that the Rajah’s army under Sudeek Ally Khan had taken Chynpore 
Baree, and that Hoshangabad would soon fall. Jeswunt Rao then took his 
leave. 

Some days ago intelligence was received that the Raja’s army under 
Gunput Rao, which had been reinforced by some of Sindia’s troops under 
Bhoojung Rao and Dhondoo Mories, said to amount to 3,000 men, has 
obtained possession of Hoshangabad. This event has afforded great 
satisfaction to the Rajah. Gunput Rao’s army has since crossed the’ 
Nerbudda to pursue the plans which have been formed between the Rajah 
and Sindia for the partition of Bhopal. 

The views and intentions of Nana Saheb appear to have undergone 
a considerable change since I last had the honour of addressing Your 
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Lordship. I before mentioned the movements of his troops towards 
Chanda for the purpose of chastising the Rajah of Bustar. The principal 
part of these troops is now ordered to return for the purpose of uniting 
with a force of about 2,000 horse and foot with 2 guns under Keshoo' 
Govind and Ramchunder Waugh, who have arrived at Ramteg. Six 
additional guns from Chanda are also on the road to join them. These 
movements are said to be connected with the negotiations alluded to in 
a former dispatch which have been carrying by Vencojee Pedree with 
Sindia, on the part of Nana Saheb. Three or four lacks of rupees have 
been already paid to Sindia through that agent ; in acknowledgment of 
which Sindia is to allot to Nana Saheb a certain portion of territory, either 
in Bhopal or in its neighbourhood ; and Nana Saheb is to maintain a force 
in the territory so allotted. 

I have now the honour to state the substance of the demands which, con- 
curring accounts lead me to believe, have been made by Holkar ’s Vakeel 
from this Durbar. These appear to be, 1st, that the Rajah should unite 
with Holkar in a common cause. 

That the Rajah should repair in person with an army to meet Holkar 
at anyplace His Highness may determine, to consult on the objects to which 
their combined operations should be directed. 

That if the Rajah could not in person repair to the place of meeting, 
one of his family or some chief of reputation should be sent with a respect- 
able force for that purpose, and to act in conjunction with Holkar. 

That in the event of the 2nd and 3rd proposals being disagreeable, the 
Rajah should furnish Holkar with funds to enable him to increase his 
forces, and to prosecute his plans for the common good. 

That if the Rajah will not make a common cause with Holkar or 
assist him in any of the modes above mentioned. His Highness should 
restore the jewels and property or the value of them, which Holkar alleges 
were confiscated by the Rajah when he was confined at Nagpore. On 
this latter article Holkar is said to found a very exorbitant demand of 
money, and he is further mentioned to threaten the Rajah with a visit if it 
be not complied with. 

The Rajah, as far as I can learn, has given no decisive answer to any of 
these demands further than to mention his own poverty, the low state of ■* 
his Government, and his unwillingness to enter into engagements, of 
which he does not know the scope and tendency. These replies have given 
no satisfaction to the Vakeel who is urgent for a categorical answer to his 
master s propositions, particularly the last, which is the most embarrassing 
to the Durbar, but during the vicinity of Sindia, the Vakeel’s representa- 
tions will probably have little effect. Another person from Holkar, 
named Raj Mahomed, arrived at Nagpore three days ago, and a third 
is said to be expected. 
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Amongst various reports prevalent at Nagpore, whiclp scarcely merit 
•attention, it may be proper to mention that of a general confederacy against 
the British Government ; such a report has commonly prevailed at this, 
season, and is at present joined with a reputed design of emancipating the 
Peshwa from our control. Propositions to this effect are also attributed to 
Holkar’s Vakeel, and similar views are said to be concealed under the 
negotiations between this Durbar and Dowlut Rao Sindia respecting the 
partition of Bhopal, which affords a pretence for uniting their forces. 

I need hardly say that there appear to be no grounds for attributing any 
such views at present to the Rajah. 

Having since I commenced this address, received a copy of Mr. Mercer’s 
despatch No. 5 to Your Lordship, the nature of the proposals therein men- 
tioned to have been made by Holkar to Sindia, seems to give countenance to 
the reports that some stipulations respecting the Peshwa have been brought 
forward by Holkar’s Vakeel at Nagpore. It is indeed so obviously the 
-character of Holkar to wish to appear the promoter of plans, although 
merely nominal, for confederacies ana enterprizes, and probably so much 
his interest to appear so to his troops, that it is not unlikely such stipulations 
may have been proposed also to the Rajah. I conceive however that in 
-any event the concurrence of this Durbar in such proposals would be very 
doubtful ; and no considerations which can at present be contemplated, 
would in my judgment induce the Rajah to be the first to unite with 
Holkar in any plans of mutual operation. Even supposing in the first 
instance Sindia to enter into engagements with Holkar, as the consequence 
would probably be the return of Ghautka to power, the aversion of this 
Durbar to that profligate and unprincipled character would probably 
render it still less disposed to agree in measures, of which he might in any 
degree have the control and guidance, and this without reference to any 
idea of a war with the British Government. But as this reasoning is 
perhaps carried further than the actual or prospective state of things 
may appear to render necessary, I must solicit Your Lordship’s pardon 
dor intruding it in this dispatch. 

Since the army of Gunput Rao has crossed the Nerbudda, the Durrah V 
or party of Seetoo’s Pindaris under his son Doast Mahomed, united as is : • 
reported, with some of the troops of Wuzeer Mahomed Khan, amounting 
to about 4,000, has taken the opportunity of invading the Rajah’s country. 
These Pindaris first appeared in the neighbourhood of Maltoy*, at which 
place they are said to have divided into two bodies. One party consisting 
°f 1.500 horse moved towards Nagpore, and carried its devastations to 
within 7 or 8 miles of the city from which the conflagrations which marked 
its tracts, were distinctly seen. This party proceeded towards Natchen- 
-gong on the Wurda, but the latest accounts mention that it is on its 
return. The Rajah finds so much difficulty in assembling his troops, 
which are scattered in every direction th rough the city, that no effect 

* Multai. 
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measures are ever taken in time to arrest the progress of the plunderers, 
and it is likely that they will be able to retire unmolested with their spoiL 
Of the other body of Pindaris no certain intelligence has yet been received,, 
but it is said to have moved through the hills towards Chateesgurh. 

I beg to take this opportunity of acknowledging receipt of Mr. Secretary 
Edmonstone’s dispatch under date the 28th September. With the desire: 
of obtaining information regarding the result of Mr. Richardson’s 
enquiries with respect to the Rajah of Berar’s asserted supremacy over the 
zemindar of Shawnuggur, and on other points with which it may be useful 
for me to be acquainted when that subject may be discussed, I have 
addressed a letter to Mr. Richardson, a copy of which is transmitted in my 
dispatch of this date to the Secretary in the Political Department. 

P.S . — Since writing this despatch, I have received a message from the 
person named Raj Mahomed who calls himself a Vakeel from 
Holkar, intimating his wish to pay me a visit. As I understand he is not 
yet acknowledged by the Rajah, having, as it is said, no credentials from 
Holkar, I thought proper for the present to decline his offer, adding at the 
same time that I should be happy to see him after his introduction to the 
Rajah. There are various reports respecting this person with which I need 
not trouble Your Lordship, as the Rajah’s conduct towards him must 
soon indicate his real character. 


No. 87 Bhonsle’s communication that the British required him (B.) to cede 
Hoshangabad to the Nabob of Bhopal, and its reception in Holltar’s 
Court are reported by Metcalfe to Govt. 

FROM-C. T. METCALFE, RESIDENT AT DELHI, 

TO— THE SECRETARY TO GOVT. 


Delhi, 1st February 1815. 


By intelligence from Holkar ’s camp it appears that the Raja of Nagpore 
has made a communication to that court on the subject of Bhopal. 

This communication and its reception are reported in the following 
terms. 


1st. This day, the 22nd of January, a letter was received from Nagoojee,. 
Holkar s agent at the court of Nagpore, accompanied by letters from Raja 
Rugojee Bhonsla. The letters of the Raja stated, that the British 
Government had demanded from him the cession of Hoshangabad in 
favour of the Nuwab of Bhopal, as that district formerly belonged to 
Bhopal ; that the Raja had pleaded the authority of the Peshwah, that 
Mr. Jenkins had answered that the Peshwah was master of his own house, 
that if the Raja would cede that purgunnah, well, if not, that the British 
army would advance and put the Chief of Bhopal in possession ; that the 



TREATY OF DEOGAON AND AFTER 


139' 


1815 ] 


Raja had engaged to give an answer in a month, and had written on the 
subject to the Peshwa and Sindia. The ministers after reading the letters 
consulted in the presence of the Baee and sent copies of the letters to 
Nuwab Meer Khan. 

2nd. This day, the 23rd January, Meena Baee and the ministers 
consulted on the communication received yesterday from the Raja of 
Nagpore respecting the requisition made by the British Government 
for the cession of Hoshangabad. It seems that one of the ministers 
observed to the Baee, “ If such is the intention of the British Government, 
no doubt it will demand from this Government the restitution of the 
purgunnahs of the Powar Chief of Dhar, taken possession of by the late 
Muharaja Jeswunt Rao Holkar after his return from Lahore. What 
excuse will youthen make ? The Baee replied, " The British Government 
is the ruler of the country, if it made the demand who possesses the 
power to object to it ” ? 

I have stated the intelligence exactly as it has reached me, though it is 
evident from the misrepresentation which it contains regarding the 
discussions at Nagpore on the subject of Bhopal, either that the Raja 
of Nagpore must have given a false account of those discussions, or that 
an erroneous report regarding them has been circulated in Holkar’s 
camp. 











SECTION 3 

Restoration of Sambalpur and Patna to Nagpur 

1806-1808 


According to the treaty of Deogaon (1803) the Raja of Nagpur ceded' 
Cuttack to the British. The British had already taken possession of 
Cuttack and had entered into agreements* with the numerous zamindars 
of Cuttack and Chhattisgarh, who thereby had transferred their allegiance 
from the Marathas to the British. The 1 0th article of the treaty of 
Deogaon provided that such treaties should be confirmed, an^I a list"} - of 
these zamindars should be submitted to the Bhonsle. Outside the 
province of Cuttack, these zamindars were those of Sambalpur, Sonepur, 
Ramgad and Boad, their zamindaries being situated in Chhattisgarh, which 
was not ceded to the British. These zamindars were unwilling to 
retransfer their allegiance to the Bhonsle and it was found difficult to 
induce them to yield. The British officers who had entered into 
agreements with these zamindars also reported to the Governor General 
the impropriety of such a measure. The Governor General therefore 
proposed to the Bhonsle Raja that he should accept a reasonable 
compensation for the loss of these territories from his dominion. After 


*See letter dated 1 3th December 1803. 


fSee letter dated 19th January 1804; 



142 


NAGPUR AFFAIRS 



[Jan. 

some hesitation the Raja yielded to this proposal*. The question and 
measure of such compensation, however, remained in suspense till 
September 1805. 

In September 1805 Lord Cornwallis after his return to India, decided 
to restore the districts of Sambalpur and Patna to the Raja of Nagpurf, 
inspite of the difficulty of inducing the zamindars to remain in their 
possessions under the suzerainty of the Bhonsle or to quit them and accept 
other territory in the Company’s provinces in lieu of their old tenures. 
Captain Roughsedge who had considerable local experience and influence 
in Chhattisgarh was entrusted with this difficult task and he tried his best 
to faithfully carry it out. (See letters dated 12th September 1805 and 
10th March 1806.) 

The Raja of Sambalpur and his son were already in confinement at 
Chanda, which was under the direct control of Nanasaheb (Vyankoji) 
the Raja of Nagpur’s brother, and the Raja of Sonepur and his son were 
in confinement at Nagpur. Ratankuwar, the chief Ranee of Sambalpur, 
who had the possession of the fort, would not leave it unless her husband 
and son were released. The Governor General and the Resident of 
Nagpur suggested to Raghuji the release of these Chieftains as it would 
facilitate the occupation of Sambalpur, but the refractory nature of 
Nanasaheb would not allow him to yield to his brother’s persuasions 
and these captive chiefs were not released. (17th July 1806.) 

Many of the zamindars of the Bhonsle either consented to accept the 
suzerainty of the Bhonsle and to continue in their possessions ; others 
accepted other possessions in the Company’s territory. Mukta Dhi, 
the other Ranee of Sambalpur, even quitted the fort much against the 
wish of the chief Ranee, Ratankuwar. (4th October 1806). Ranee 
Ratankuwar of Sambalpur and JujarsingJ of Raigarh however remained 
adamant. As Ranee Ratankuwar had once consented and then 
retracted, she was given to understand that she would remain at her risk 
(17th July 1806) and an exception was made in the case of Jujarsing, 
whose territory was to be excluded from the cession. 

Raghuji Bhonsle was formally informed of the decision of the Governor 
General to restore Sambalpur and Patna to his authority. The Governor 
General also induced the Nizam, through the Resident at Hyderabad, 
to cede to the Raja of Nagpur some of the former’s possessions, east of 
the Wardha, which formerly fojrmed part of Berar and were under the 
dual control of the Nizam and Bhonsle, like the rest of Berar (25th March 
1806). Raghuji however refused to accept them (12th May 1806). 
Evidently he was not satisfied with the restoration of Sambalpur and 


*3ee letter dated 3rd September 1834. jSee letter dated I8‘.h September 1803. 
t See letter dated 10th March 1805. 
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Patna which were not important from the point of revenue. He pressed 
for Berar or Cuttack and pleaded that his friendship with the British, 
unlike that of Sindhia and Holkar, placed him in a worse position than the 
two Chiefs who fought with the British. The Governor General however 
•expressed his inability to fulfill the Raja’s desire, though the Raja latterly 
assumed a supplicating attitude. (Letters dated 23rd March 1808 and 
11th July 1808.) 

A formal treaty for the restoration of Sambalpur and Patna was drawn 
up by the Resident on 24th August 1806 and ratified by the Governor 
General on 2nd October 1 806. 


The Nagpur army took possession of Sambalpur and Patna after 
some resistance from thore zamindars who did not accept the terms of 
the Governor General and had remained in Sambalpur at their own risk. 
The Ranee of Sambalpur resisted to the end and eventually fled (29th 
November 1808 and 4th June 1809) to the Company’s territories where 
she was given an asylum on condition of stopping all her activities 
against the Nagpur Government. (26th December 1808). The Nagpur 
Government demanded that the British officers should give them peaceful 
possession of Chhattisgarh, but they were asked to resort to their own 
strength. Bastar had also to be subdued by force. (20th March 1809). 
Nanasaheb, the Raja’s brother, had to exert himself personally in 
Chhattisgarh. 

Jujarsing of Raigarh was accused by the Nagpur Government 
of fomenting sedition amongst the zamindars of Chhattisgarh, but these 
charges were held by the Governor General to be groundless and 
Jujarsing remained safe under the protection of the British Government. 
(5th February 1809). 


Ho. 88 — The Governor-General ratifies the treaty of Deogaon with Bhonsle ; 

Cuttack affairs ; approval of Elphinstone’s appointment as Acting 
Resident at Nagpur till the arrival of Webbe. ! 

FROM— THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. \ 

TO— THE HONOURABLE MAJOR-GENERAL WELLESLEY. 


Fort William, 9th J anuhr y 1804. 


Your despatch dated the 17th of December 1803 enclosing the copy 
■of a treaty of peace concluded by you on that date on the part of 
the Honourable Company with the Rajah of Berar, has befen received 
and submitted to the Governor General in Council. 
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2. The Governor General in Council has great satisfaction irr 
communicating to you his high approbation of the terms of peace concluded' 
with the Rajah of Berar, which His Excellency in Council considers to 
be in the highest degree advantageous, honourable and glorious to the 
British Government. 

3. The Governor General in Council discharges a satisfactory part 
of his duty in expressing to you the high sense which he entertains of 
the judgment and ability manifested by you on this occasion. The 
Governor General in Council considers you to have rendered an essential 
service to the interests of the honourable Company and to have augmented 
the reputation of the British name at the conclusion of this advantageous 
and honourable treaty. 


4. The Governor General in Council has this day ratified the treaty 
of peace with the Rajah of Berar, and the ratified copy will be immediately 
despatched to the Resident at Hyderabad for the purpose of being 
transmitted to the Rajah of Berar through Mr. Elphinstone, whom you 
have appointed to act in the capacity of Resident at that Chieftain’s 
Court. 

5. The Governor General in Council now proceeds to state such 
observafions as appear to be necessary on the several parts of your letter 
of the 1 7th of December 1 803 and on the articles of the treaty. 

6. The Governor General in Council entirely approves the 
arrangement which provides for the exclusive ratification of the treaty 
by the Governor General in Council. Instructions will be immediately 
issued to the Residents at Hyderabad and Poona directing them to 
communicate the treaty respectively to Their Highnesses the Soubahdar 

of the Dek.kan and the Peshwa, and to obtain their assent to the terms 
of it. , 


. *. designation of its cessions under the treaty, jointly to the 

ritis Government and ;ts allies, was extremely judicious, and the 
temporary ti.ansier of the whole of the ceded territory situated to the 
westwar of the Rajah of Berar s dominions to the authority of the 
l_7 u A. a 5 j ,^ e Dekkan under which you propose to 

IS ig n iss is entirely approved by the Governor General in Council 
or t e reasons stated in the 4th paragraph of your dispatch. 

8.. Th^> motives which induced you to confine the demand of territorial 

Province ^ ^ eas * ern s ^ e *^e P a jah of Berar’s dominions to the 
a ]j tr Ca . ° 1 Cuttack, under a distinct provision for the confirmation of 

feudatories / T ay ^ ave been concluded with the tributaries or 

of i-ko p les pf the Rajah of Berar’s Government, claim the entire approbation 

The °^ rn ° r General ^ C0UnciL 

to be p,aa? esta bhshing a barrier to the frontier of Cuttack was not 
id m competition with the inferior advantage of securing the 
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cession of the whole of the territory west of the river Munda, nor of 
sufficient importance to hazard the conclusion of the treaty on the terms 
to which the Rajah of Berar was disposed to accede, and you judged very 
properly in taking into consideration the probability of the actual conclu- 
sion of engagements between the British Government and the chieftains 
occupying the territory contiguous to the northern and western frontiers 
of Cuttack, by which that barrier would be established under the provisions 
of the 1 Oth article of the treaty. 

The records of the Government do not afford materials sufficient to 
enable the Governor General m Council to specify the exact limits of 
the province of Cuttack proper, nor has the Governor General received 
from the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack, the details of their 
negotiations with the tributary Chieftains on the frontier of that province. 
The Commissioners have therefore been directed to communicate to 
you an accurate statement of the limits of the province, to transmit to 
you copies of the engagements which may have been concluded with any 
of those tributary chieftains, and to apprise you of the progress of any 
depending negotiations with Chieftains of that description. 

9. It is not the wish of the Governor General in Council to take 
advantage of the provisions of that article for the purpose of reducing the 
extent of the Rajah of Berar’s dominion, beyond the degree necessary 
to maintain the obligation of our public faith with those Chieftains who 
have solicited the protection of the British Government ; on the other 
hand, it is incumbent on the British Government to provide for the security 
•of those Chieftains who have manTested a disposition to connect their 
interests with those of the Honourable Company against the effects of 
the Rajah of Berar’s resentment. 

10. In cases in which the progress of the negotiation at the period 
of time when the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack received official 
intelligence of the conclusion of peace with the Rajah of Berar, may have 
extended to the acceptance of proposals, on the part of any of those 
chieftains, for the transfer of their allegiance to the British Government 
without the actual conclusion of reciprocal engagements, the Governor 
General in Council is decidedly of opinion that the operation of the 10th 
article of the treaty should be admitted. 

1 1. The Governor General in Council accordingly directs that in 
specifying the names of those chieftains who are to be admitted to the 
benefits of the provisions of the 10th article of the treaty, you will be 
regulated by the application of the principles above stated to the 
communications which you will receive from the Commissioners for the 
affairs of Cuttack, with respect to the state of their negotiations with the 
tributary chieftains on the frontier of that province. 1 

12. Several pergunnahs situated within the province of Midnapore 
were subject to the authority of the Rajah of Berar, and since the occupation 
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of the province of Cuttack by the British Power engagements have been 
concluded with the zamindars of those pergunnahs. 

13. As dependencies of Balasore at which place the revenues of 
them were paid, those pergunnhas might justly be considered to be 
ceded under the spirit of the stipulations of the 2nd article of the treaty — 
but although this constructions of the 2nd article of the treaty should 
be disputed, those pergunnahs will necessarily be placed under the 
authority of the British Government by the letter and spirit of the 
10th article. 


14. The District of Morebunje with its dependent zamindaries was 
also subject to the authority of the Fouzdar of Balasore to whom the 
revenue of that district was paid ; proposals of submission to the British 
authority were made by the zamindar of Morebunje at an early period 
of time, and engagements have since been concluded with that zamindari. 

That district together with its dependencies and generally all districts 
either included within the area of Cuttack or dependent on Balasore, 
must also be considered to be ceded to the British Government under 
the preceding construction of the 2nd and 10th articles of the Treaty. 

15. The district of the '. .., the revenue or tribute at Balasore 

are enumerated in the margin 11 ' to the letter of which the records of the case 
afford information and the names of some of those districts may however 
have been omitted. The Governor General in Council therefore deems 
it more advisable to depend on the general description than on the detailed 
enumeration of them. 


16. The Rajahs of Sonepore and Boad sometime since dispatched 

vakeels to the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack with proposals 
to become tributary to the British Government, and preliminary 
engagements on the basis of those proposals were actually adjusted between 
the Commissioners and the vakeels of those chieftains. The detail of 
the progress of those negotiations which you will receive from the 
Commissioners, will enable you to judge whether under the general 
principles stated in the (9th and 10th) paragraphs of the letter, those 
engagements should be confirmed by the provisions of the 10th article 
of the treaty of peace. The same observations are applicable to several 
of the hill Rajahs on the north-western frontier of the province of 
Cuttack. , 

17. Previously to the occupation of the province of Cuttack by the 

British Power the Governor General addressed a letter to Obhiramsingh, 
the Rajah of Singboom (a territory situated on the south-western- bank of 
the Soobanreka and contiguous to Morebunje) who has long since 

withdrawn himself from the authority of the Marhattah Government 


‘Pergannahs on the n. en. side of the Soobanreka, Petaspore Bhogran Comarda Shahbunder Kya 
vhund Dist. S. W. of the Soobanreka, Morebaiije and its dependant zamindaries. 
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